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BELFAST 2018
BUILDEX

A brand new trade exhibition, showcasing the  
latest products and services for the construction sector

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND:
Offering innovation, inspiration 
and insight, this exhibition is for 
anyone involved in the design 
and construction of the built 
environment industry, including:

• Architects

• Builders’ Merchants

• Building Contractors

• Chartered Builders

• Consultant Designers

• Consultant Engineers

• Developers

• Estate Managers

• Facilities Managers

• Fit-out Contractors

• Purchasing Managers

• Quantity and Chartered Surveyors

• Specifiers

• Structural and Civil Engineers

• Sub Contractors

WED 12 SEPT: 4PM - 9PM

THURS 13 SEPT: 9:30AM - 4PM

TITANIC EXHIBITION CENTRE, BELFAST
BUILD ELECTRICAL PLUMBING EXPO

BEPEX
at…

If you are building a one-off home 
through to major multi-million-pound 
projects, BUILDEX has something to 
offer you, including: 
•  Building materials
•  Business services
•  Brick, stone and aggregates
•  Concrete and cement
•  Construction accessories
•  Floors, flooring and resins
• Insulation
• Landscaping products
•  Plaster and renders
•  Precast
•  Sealants and 
 snag eliminators
• Surface repairs
•  Timber
•  Training
•   Vans

If you’re involved in any aspect of the 
construction industry the BUILDEX 
Belfast is for you.

Free to attend and offering world-

class exhibitors, specialist speakers, 

innovative products, exclusive show 

deals and extensive networking 

opportunities, BUILDEX has placed 

function at the heart of this trade 

exhibition.

Meet, network and do business with 

a wide range of people from right 

across the construction, architectural, 

electrical, mechanical and plumbing and 

heating industries while learning about 

the latest products and time-saving 

services for both new build and retrofit 

commercial and residential projects.

ON-SITE
PARKING

FREE

www.bepex.co.uk
For the Exhibitors List visit
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SPECIALIST HUBS
BUILDEX is part of a trio of leading trade events at BEPEX that 
incorporates ELECTEX, Northern Ireland’s dedicated trade event 
for the electrical and lighting sector, and PLUMBEX, the leading 
trade exhibition for the plumbing, heating, mechanical and HVAC 
sectors. You can also gain free entry to three specialist hubs – 
Tool Hub, Seminar Hub and Van Hub – which will enhance your 
knowledge and give you the tools to complete your job effectively.

FREE ADMISSION - REGISTER TODAY 
at www.bepex.co.uk OR PHONE 028 9261 2990

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING

6:45pm
SARAH MCMONAGLE

A three-point plan for increased 
quality and professionalism in 
construction.
FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 

As part of a campaign to increase 
standards in the construction industry, 
Sarah will discuss the FMB’s ‘Raising 
the bar’ agenda that includes forward-
thinking proposals such as licensing the 
UK construction industry, mandatory 
warranties and a new ‘general builder’ 
qualification.

11:30am
ELAINE KERR  

What is your Resourceology? 
INTERNATIONAL SYNERGIES NI

This interactive session will introduce 
the concept of Resourceology and 
provide practical ways for businesses to 
identify opportunities to reduce costs, 
identify new raw material streams and 
increase productivity.

10:15am
TOM WOOLLEY

How to create Healthier Buildings
ARCHITECT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESEARCHER

Expert guidance on alternative solutions 
to create better insulation and better 
control of humidity condensation, 
mould and damp.

12 SEPT

THURSDAY 
DAY TIME 13 SEPT

WHAT’S ON

SEMINARS

DISCOUNTS AND PRIZES
Visitors will receive a free voucher booklet which includes 
amazing discounts, chances to win prizes and much more, all 
exclusive to BUILDEX. Go to www.bepex.co.uk for updated 
offers. (T&Cs apply)

FREE
Build 
Aviator 
Service£100  

gift voucher for  
OX Restaurant, Belfast

WIN

Asbestos 
Awareness 
TRAINING

HALF PRICE
£500
Cashback

phone broadbandmobile

SPECIAL OFFERS

2 for 1 Premium subscriptions
14 Months for the price of 12

or
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NEWS
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  Hard work and dedication have 
paid off for 73-year-old Belfast man 
Ronald Paterson who returned to 
education at SERC to study the 
HNC in Construction and Built 
Environment nearly 60 years after 
leaving school.  
Completing 16 modules over 
five years, Ronald successfully 
completed the course and achieved 
14 distinctions, a pass and a merit. 
Ronald, a former pupil of Ashfield 
Boys High School, explained, “I 
was nervous about returning to 
education, but I can safely say 
it was the best thing I have ever 
done. Everyone was so friendly and 
the smaller class sizes suited me. 
My advice to others is to speak to 
the tutors and careers staff about 
their options.”
The father of two added, “I wanted 
to do something which I was 
interested in and would challenge 
me. As a joiner, construction is 
something I’ve always enjoyed. I 
enrolled onto the HND course at 
SERC to pursue this new ambition 
and gain a recognised qualification. 
Thanks to SERC I have made new 
friends and gained a lot more 
self-confidence. After all my efforts 
I now have a qualification which 
is the equivalent to year two of 
a degree programme. I would 
definitely recommend SERC as a 
place to study to anyone thinking of 
returning to education.”
For more information on courses 
at SERC, visit www.serc.ac.uk 

  Plans have been submitted to create 
Belfast’s first-ever rooftop running 
track at The Sixth, the former Belfast 
Telegraph building, as part of a £75m 
regeneration plan that places ‘user 
well-being’ at the centre of a pioneering 
office and creative workspace 
development.
An application has been submitted 
this week which details proposals to 

sensitively restore and refurbish the Grade B2 Listed 1886 ‘Seaver building’ – the 
former headquarters of the daily newspaper - and to redevelop the remainder of 
the site with a contemporary, mixed-use new build scheme. A total of 230,000sqft 
of workspace is proposed across seven floors, with a public atrium and walkway 
on the ground floor, alongside retail, and food and beverage uses. A full planning 
application and associated listed building consent on behalf of Bel Tel LLP was 
submitted by national planning and development consultancy Turley to Belfast City 
Council and, subject to planning approval, work is expected to begin in late 2018.

energy to power the equivalent of over 
1,600 homes, providing approximately 
14% of the centre’s annual electricity 
demand. The solar installation, built 
on over 35 acres of locally-owned 
farmland, provides an estimated saving 
of 2,000 tonnes of carbon emissions 
each year, equal to taking nearly 1,000 
cars off the road.
Laurence Martin, Managing Director, 
Brett Martin said, “The partnership 
with Lightsource now more than 
doubles our renewable footprint 
and also highlights our commitment 
to environmentally sensitive 
manufacturing practice.” 
For more information on Brett 
Martin, visit www.brettmartin.com

  Brett Martin, one of 
Northern Ireland’s most 
successful independent 
manufacturing 
companies, has become 
the first manufacturer 
in Northern Ireland to 
benefit from combined 
renewable supply 
sources.
The company has 
announced that it is 
now procuring renewable 
electricity from a solar installation 
funded and developed by Lightsource 
BP, a global leader in the solar 
industry. Combined with the energy 
supplied by Brett Martin’s onsite wind 
turbine, the company now receives 
25% of its energy requirements from 
renewable sources. 
Lightsource BP financed, completed 
and now operates the 6.42MWp solar 
installation at Gibson Farm in Mallusk, 
Newtownabbey which is hard-wired 
directly into Brett Martin’s facility just 
over a mile away.
The solar installation has an output 
power capacity of 6.42MWp 
(Megawatts-peak) – enough clean solar 

73-YEAR-OLD GOES 
BACK TO THE BOOKS 

BRETT MARTIN ANNOUNCES SOLAR ENERGY 
PARTNERSHIP

BELFAST’S FIRST ROOFTOP RUNNING TRACK

Belfast man 73-year-old Ronald Paterson who 
returned to education nearly 60 years after leav-
ing school and is set to graduate in September.

Lightsource BP CEO, Nick Boyle, with Brett Martin’s Managing Director, 
Laurence Martin, and Financial Director, Geoff Stewart, at the new solar 
installation in Mallusk.
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  Environmental Street Furniture 
(ESF) has announced the opening 
of its first office in the USA and, 
simultaneously, the company’s 
Stellar Solar Smart Bench has 
been launched in New York 
City as part of the Smart Cities 
campaign. ESF’s new office is 
located in Washington and is 
the company’s first entity in the 
US. The decision to open an 
American office follows numerous 
successful contracts in the themed 
entertainment industry in North 
America. 
Alan Lowry, Managing Director of 
ESF, said the move into America 
was the next step in growing 
the business - “Throughout our 
five years in business we have 
established ESF as a reputable 
supplier of street furniture, 
themed furniture and solar- 
powered products, initially within 
the UK, before expanding into the 
global market.”
ESF received consultancy support 
from Invest Northern Ireland 
which helped to establish their US 
office. 
To find out more about ESF, visit 
www.worldofesf.com

  CITB NI has launched its new £1.65m 
training grants scheme and increased 
overall funds available by 30%.  
This significant investment will help the 
local construction industry train in order 
to be safer, more efficient and more 
effective. Available from September 2018, 
the increased funding offers direct grants 
to registered employers for support in a 
wide range of training and qualifications 

for employees working in Northern 
Ireland. The training is not limited to 
just the construction trades - it also 
includes administration, supervision and 
management training.
Apprenticeships are the main area that 
will benefit from the additional funding 
as grants for construction employers 
who employ and train apprentices on 
an approved apprenticeship framework 
have been enhanced by 30%. This means 
employers will be eligible to claim up to 
£5,200 over a three-year period. There 
is also a £1,500 grant available from 
the Department for the Economy for 
employers who take on an apprentice 
from the very start right through to 
completion of NVQ Level 2 and 3.
For further information on CITB NI 
grants, visit www.citbni.org.uk/Grants, 
telephone 028 9082 5466 or e-mail 
grants@citbni.org.uk 

create a purpose-built, state-of-the-art 
broadcasting space that would ensure 
we continue to deliver a premium 
service while supporting the company’s 
wider development plans. GRAHAM 
has delivered on our vision. In fact, 
this is the best performing studio 
within the Group in terms of acoustics 
and functionality. We are absolutely 
delighted with the results.”
For more information on GRAHAM, 
telephone 028 9268 9500 or visit 
www.graham.co.uk

  GRAHAM has 
completed a £1.4m 
state-of-the-art fit-out 
of U105’s office and 
broadcasting studio 
at the company’s new 
premises in City Quays 
2, Belfast. 
The parent company 
of U105 has confirmed 
that this is now one of 
the best broadcasting 
studios within its group, 
with regard to acoustic 
elements and performance. 
Eoin King, Project Manager for 
GRAHAM, said, “GRAHAM challenges 
convention so that our clients receive 
interior fit-out solutions that blend high-
end aesthetics with flexible functionality. 
Throughout the retail, office and 
commercial sectors, the quality of our 
work is renowned for its attention to 
detail and it has set the standard across 
the UK and Ireland.”
Peter McVerry, Station Manager, 
U105, commented, “We wanted to 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STREET FURNITURE 
OPENS FIRST 
AMERICAN OFFICE

GRAHAM IS THE PERFECT FIT FOR U105

CITB NI BOOSTS TRAINING GRANTS TO £1.65M

Newtownabbey-based ESF recently opened 
its first American office and launched the 
Stellar Solar Smart Bench in New York. Pic-
tured with the Stellar Bench are Ton Agelink 
from NBUD, ESF’s launch partner in New 
York, and Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
who launched the Smart Cities campaign.

Marking the completion of the new U105 office and broadcasting studio in 
Belfast are (from left) Eoin King, Project Manager for GRAHAM; Peter McVerry, 
U105 Station Manager; Kenny Gardner, Contracts Director, GRAHAM; and U105 
presenters Frank Mitchell and Carolyn Stewart.
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Julie Fitzsimmons, CIOB Member Services and Events Coordinator 
T: 01344 630729 – M: 07760 164101 – E: jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk

www.ciob.org

The Belfast Hub is hosting a 
Meet the CIOB event at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast.

The event-organised by the CIOB 
Belfast Hub as well as the Belfast Hub 
Novus Group – offers an opportunity 
to engage with existing members of 
the CIOB and find out more about the 
advantages of Chartered status, either 
as a company or as an individual.
Membership of the CIOB offers the 
most direct route to a management 
career in construction and by joining 
the CIOB you will also be part of the 
largest professional network of its kind 
in the world.
Reasons for attending include:
•  Meet the experts and avail of 

one-to-one advice on how to 
gain membership of the CIOB or 
upgrade your existing membership.

•  Engage with members of the Belfast 
Hub committee and learn how to take 
full advantage of your membership, 
increase your networks and check out 
all up and coming events.

•  Talk to a range of key exhibitors from 
across the local construction industry.

•  Learn more about CIOB Novus 
and meet members of the local 
committee to find out how they 
are helping to develop the next 
generation of construction industry 
leaders and managers.

The Meet the CIOB event is free to 
attend for both members and non-
members and takes place from 8am-
11am on Wednesday, September 19 at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Shaw’s Bridge, 
Belfast. For more information, e-mail  
jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk or visit 
www.ciob/org/events

CIOB NEWS

construction
PROFESSIONAL

Meet the CIOB in Belfast
 

Local members 
attend Toronto 
event
Four members of the CIOB 
in Ireland attended the CIOB 
Members’ Forum in Toronto, 
Canada, in July.
The annual event brings leading 
construction professionals together 
from across the globe to represent 
the interests of CIOB members.  
Agenda items included the 
Institute’s AGM/EGM as well as 
meetings and workshops ranging 
from corporate planning to 
debating the future sustainability 
of the construction industry. The 
event concluded with the CIOB 
President’s Inaugural Dinner at 
the Liberty Grand in downtown 
Toronto, which focused on climate 
change and collaboration. 
The four local members who 
attended the Members’ Forum 
included Gerard Graham, Michael 
Gallagher, Noreen Hollywood and 
Noel McKee. 

Attending the CIOB Members’ Forum in Toronto 
are Gerard Graham, Chair of CIOB Belfast Hub; 
Noreen Hollywood, member of CIOB Dubai Hub 
and newly elected member of the CIOB Education, 
Qualifications, Standards & Practice Board; Chris 
Soffe, CIOB President; Michael Gallagher, Chair of 
CIOB Dublin Hub; and Noel McKee, member of the 
CIOB Business Development Board.



THE CIOB IS THE WORLD’S LARGEST AND MOST INFLUENTIAL PROFESSIONAL BODY 
FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP.

Thursday 30th August 2018
Summer Bowling Evening 
Odyssey Bowl, Belfast

Thursday 30th August 2018
Holiday Inn Express Site Visit
Londonderry/Derry

Thursday 13th September 2018
Update on Building Regulations
Londonderry/Derry Central Library 

Tuesday 18th September 2018
Procurement & Tendering Tips - 
NOVUS
Cleaver Fulton Rankin, Belfast 

Wednesday 19th September 2018
Meet the CIOB
Crowne Plaza, Belfast 

Friday 21st September 2018
Hillsborough Castle Site Visit 
Hillsborough

Thursday 27th September 2018
Microsoft Project for Construction 
Managers
Mullen Training, Belfast

Friday 28th September 2018
Modular Construction Site Visit - 
NOVUS
McAvoy Factory, Lisburn

Thursday 4th October 2018
Collateral Warranties Made Simple 
Seminar
Tughans Solicitors, Belfast

Thursday 18th October 2018
Contract Termination Seminar 
Tughans Solicitors, Belfast

Tuesday 23rd October 2018
Key Issues in Standard form of 
Construction Documents - NOVUS
Cleaver Fulton Rankin, Belfast

Thursday 25th October 2018
CV & Interview Skills 
Workshop (1) - NOVUS 
Hays Recruitment, Belfast

Thursday 1st November 2018
CV & Interview Skills 
Workshop (2) - NOVUS 
Hays Recruitment, Belfast

Saturday 3rd November 2018
CIOB Graduation Ceremony
Titanic Belfast, Belfast

Tuesday 20th November 2018
Adjudication Mediation & Litigation 
Seminar - NOVUS
Cleaver Fulton Rankin, Belfast

Thursday 29th November 2018
Microsoft Project for Construction 
Managers
Mullen Training, Belfast

Wednesday 23rd January 2019
CIOB/CITB Annual Lecture and 
Presentation Awards 
CITB, Antrim

Thursday 24th January 2019
Chartered Building Companies & 
Training Partners, Networking Event
Crowne Plaza, Belfast

Friday 22nd February 2019
Annual Gala Dinner 
Hilton Hotel, Belfast

UPCOMING 
CIOB EVENTS

Attendance at any event can be booked by visiting www.ciob.org
Enquiries: Julie Fitzsimmons, CIOB Member Services and Events Coordinator Belfast

t: +44 (0)1344 630847 - m: +44 (0)7760 164101- e: jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk - w: www.ciob.org/events
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JP Corry’s long established North 
Belfast-based Tennent Street site 
has been relocated to a newer 

and larger location less than a mile 
away.
The new premises at Hillview Road, 
Belfast offer a number of exciting 
improvements, including a larger 
builders’ yard and warehousing area, 
expanded product offering and shop 
layout, parking facilities and a first-
class delivery service.
Enhanced by quality lighting, the 
spacious internal shop area enables 
the branch to provide a wider range 
of products ranging from doors and 
floors to paint and decorating products 
in a more pleasant environment. The 
large builders’ yard also results in an 
increased choice of building materials 
on site.
Gary Hunter, JP Corry Regional 
Director, said, “We’re very excited to 
relocate to a considerably larger site, 

just a short distance from Tennent 
Street. The [Tennent Street] branch 
has served the needs of trade and 
DIY customers within the North 
Belfast area for over 50 years, and 
we’ll continue to do that at the new 
location.
“The new facilities are exceptional 
and provide us with an opportunity 
to improve our service to local trade 
customers. The shop is also more retail 
friendly, designed to be more inviting 
to individuals who don’t generally 
purchase from builders’ merchants, so 
we’re excited to see what that brings.”
He continued, “The transition has gone 
very smoothly and the team, who have 
an exceptional amount of knowledge 
and advice to offer, are very much 
looking forward to welcoming new and 
existing customers to the new branch.”
The Hillview branch joins JP Corry’s 
Castlereagh, Andersonstown and 
flagship Springfield Road branches in 

serving local tradespeople and DIY 
enthusiasts in the Belfast area. 
The £650k investment reaffirms JP 
Corry’s commitment to investing 
locally and creating additional 
employment in the area. This latest 
development joins a series of 
improvements JP Corry has made to 
its branch network over the last 24 
months, all geared towards investing 
in its local area and strengthening its 
market position.

16-20 Hillview Road                                                                   
Belfast, BT14 7BT.
T: 028 9075 1756
E: hillview@jpcorry.co.uk
W: www.jpcorry.com 

TENNENT STREET SITE RELOCATED TO LESS THAN A MILE AWAY, WITH CUSTOMERS 
BENEFITING FROM NEW, UPGRADED PREMISES…

JP Corry relocates branch to Hillview Road
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Quinn Building Supplies hosted a 
special night recently to mark the 
company’s 40th anniversary.

The event at the Glenavon Hotel in 
Cookstown attracted 50 people, including 
all current staff, some former staff members 
and the Quinn family, for a meal and award 
ceremony honouring Sean Quinn who formed 
the business in 1978 and the six members of 
staff who have been with the company for 20-
plus years.
The County Tyrone based builders’ merchant 
also manufacturers roof trusses and timber 
mouldings and is an engineered timber 
specialist.
For more information, telephone 028 8673 
7655, e-mail info@quinnbuildingsupplies.
com or visit www.quinnbuildingsupplies.com 

INTRO...

QUINN BUILDING 
SUPPLIES 
celebrates 40th 
anniversary

Fearghus Quinn, Sean 
Quinn, Conall Quinn 
get set to mark 40 
years in business.

Staff who were recognised for 20-plus 
years’ service.

Quinn Building 
Supplies staff who 
marked the company’s 
anniversary.
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A Donnelly Flooring is one of the largest, leading Floor
Screeding contractors in Ireland. We specialise
in a range of Floor Screeds to suit each project.

Traditional Screeds
Fast drying screeds
Liquid Screeds

T: 07971 107856 or 07802 521854

134 Greencastle Road, Omagh.
E: adonnellyflooring@hotmail.co.uk
www.adonnellyflooringltd.co.uk
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Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk

Northern Ireland’s small 
construction firms enjoyed 
strong growth in the second 

quarter of 2018 despite their 
concerns over the impact of major 
political uncertainty, according to the 
Federation of Master Builders (FMB) 
Northern Ireland.
Key results from the FMB’s latest 
State of Trade Survey, which is the 
only quarterly assessment of the 
UK-wide SME construction sector, 
include:
 
• The main indicator for the 

performance of Northern Irish 
construction SMEs (a measure of 
workloads, enquiries and expected 
workloads) rose very strongly by 21 
percentage points in Q2 2018 to 
+47%.

• Responses from most Northern 
Ireland builders (54%) were positive, 
with only 7% suggesting a decline in 
current or future workloads.

• More than three quarters of builders 
expect material prices to continue to 
rise over the next six months.

• Two-thirds (65%) of construction 
SMEs are struggling to hire 
bricklayers and 60% are struggling to 
hire carpenters. 

 
Gavin McGuire, Director of FMB NI, 
said, “Our latest research indicates 
that NI’s building industry is in robust 
health. Indeed, this is the first time 
over the past two years that NI builders 
have seen two consecutive quarters 
of rising optimism. These latest results 
are particularly impressive when you 
consider the challenges facing all 

builders in the shape of rising material 
prices and significant labour shortages.
“Three quarters of small building firms 
believe that material prices will rise 
in the next six months and currently 
two thirds are having difficulties hiring 
bricklayers and 60% are struggling to 
find carpenters and joiners. These skills 
shortages are pushing up wages and 
salaries and putting further pressure 
on construction SMEs in the shape of 
rising costs.” 
Gavin concluded, “The resilience of 
Northern Ireland’s building industry 
is all the more remarkable given 
the political uncertainties we face. 
Construction SMEs have very real 
concerns about the impact of the 
ongoing political deadlock in Stormont, 

and the uncertainty around the 
outcome of Brexit negotiations.
“Recent research by FMB NI found 
that three quarters of SME builders 
in NI believe that if the deadlock in 
Stormont continues, it will hamper 
growth. Just imagine what NI’s 
builders could achieve if we had 
a working Executive able to take 
forward major projects and make 
key decisions about economic 
development and housing. This would 
provide much greater confidence for 
these firms to plan and grow, with 
enormous long-term benefits to NI. 
Stormont must move forward, and we 
must have more clarity on Brexit in 
order to ensure that current growth is 
sustained.”

FMB NEWS

NI builders remarkably resilient in face of 
political uncertainty, says FMB NI

FMB NI CONTINUES TO GIVE MEMBERS THE EDGE AND NORTHERN BUILDER BRINGS YOU 
SOME OF THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS FROM THE ORGANISATION...
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thirteen award categories under 
the headings of housing, general 
construction, infrastructure, quality 
performance, and GB and Republic 
of Ireland construction. All judging 
will take place during August and the 
winners will be unveiled at the Gala 
Evening at the Culloden Hotel on 18 
October. 

The awards provide a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase the 
best of the construction industry 

in Northern Ireland and to celebrate 
the industry’s achievements. The aim 
of the competition is to promote 
excellence and to give recognition to 
those companies who are achieving 
the highest standards of construction. 
The kudos of winning an award 
continues to grow each year.
 Commenting, John Armstrong, 
Managing Director of the Construction 
Employers Federation, said, “The 
sheer scale and variety of the work 
on display in this year’s shortlist is 
testament to the high level of quality, 
skill, and innovation that underpins 

the construction industry in Northern 
Ireland. 
“Our annual Construction Excellence 
Awards are a celebration of the 
fantastic work that the sector delivers 
every year across the UK, Ireland 
and further afield and, importantly, 
they recognise the huge contribution 
that the sector makes to the local 
economy.  
“Our panel of expert judges has 
been hugely impressed with the 
calibre of entries this year and now 
has very difficult decisions to make. I 
warmly congratulate all of this year’s 
shortlisted companies and wish them 
every success in the Awards.”
The entries will be judged within 

THE FINALISTS HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR THE 19TH ANNUAL CONSTRUCTION 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS...

CEF SHORTLIST

Finalists announced in the 2018 
Construction Excellence Awards!

“Our panel of expert judges 

has been hugely impressed 

with the calibre of entries this 

year and now has very difficult 

decisions to make.”

Glasgiven Contracts is shortlisted in the  
Fit-Out category for the Better Gym, Belfast.

Heron Bros has been shortlisted for the company’s work at Foyle College.
The Doyen project has earned Lowry Building & Civil 
Engineering with a chance to win an award.
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CEF SHORTLIST

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION AWARD
• Hugh J O’Boyle - The Halodome at Glagorm Resort  
 & Spa, Ballymena
• Gilbert-Ash - AC Hotel by Marriott, Donegall Quay, 
 Belfast
• JH Turkington & Sons - DAERA Headquarters, Ballykelly
• O’Hare & McGovern - Concentrix Belfast
• Heron Bros – ALMAC, Building 15, Craigavon

FIT-OUT AWARD
• Glasgiven Contracts - Better Gym, Hi-Park Centre, 
 Belfast
• Lowry Building & Civil Engineering - The Doyen, Belfast
• McCue Crafted Fit - Harp Bar, Belfast
• GRAHAM - Grant Thornton, Belfast

RESTORATION AWARD
• Tracey Brothers - HMS Caroline Historic Building 
 & Landscaping Works, Belfast
• JPM Contracts - Sacred Heart Church, Omagh
• Woodvale Construction Company - McArthur Hall,  
 Methodist College, Belfast

SOCIAL/COMMUNITY CONSTRUCTION AWARD
• JPM Contracts - Lisburn New Community Centre
• Woodvale Construction Company – Sportlann, 
 Colaiste Feirste Irish Language School, Belfast
• Hugh J O’Boyle - Mew Optic Relocation Project, 
 Titanic Quarter, Belfast

GB & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND CONSTRUCTION AWARD
• O’Hare & McGovern - Boroughmuir High School,   
 Edinburgh
• McCue Crafted Fit - Lillie Square Clubhouse, London
• Heron Bros - Faith Schools’ Joint Campus, 
 East Renfrewshire
• Farrans Construction - Northern Spire Bridge, 
 Sunderland

HOUSING 
PRIVATE HOUSING AWARD
• Lotus Homes - Hillcrest Village – Phase 1, Bessbrook
• DB Building Contracts - Pirrie Lane, Belfast
• Hugh J O’Boyle - The Front, Holywood
• Antrim Construction Company - Millreagh, Dundonald

SOCIAL HOUSING AWARD
• BW Homes & Construction - Laurel Hill, Coleraine
• JH Turkington & Sons - Rosemount Mews, Greyabbey
• EHA Group - Killaire Wood Lane, Old Belfast Road, Bangor
• Hugh J O’Boyle - Rathgill, Bangor

INFRASTRUCTURE
HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE AWARD 
• FORRME - Enniskillen Ambulance Station
• Glasgiven Contracts - Cullingtree Meadows, Belfast
• Lowry Building & Civil Engineering - Altnagelvin Hospital   
 Theatres
• JH Turkington & Sons - Orthopaedic Theatre, Musgrave   
 Park Hospital, Belfast

EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE AWARD
• Ganson UK - St Bronagh’s Primary School, Rostrevor
• Glasgiven Contracts - St Mary’s Prmary School,    
 Banbridge
• Heron Bros - Foyle College, Derry/Londonderry
• Woodvale Construction Company - Colaiste Feirste Irish   
 Language School, Belfast

TRANSPORT & UTILITIES INFRASTRUCTURE AWARD
• Adman Civil Projects - Ballylumford Power Station –   
 Infrastructure Upgrade
• GRAHAM - Galgorm Wastewater Pumping Station

QUALITY PERFORMANCE
HEALTH & SAFETY AWARD 
• Colloide Engineering Systems
• Dixons Contractors
• Adman Civil Projects
• BSG Civil Engineering

TRAINING AWARD
• Tracey Brothers
• Henry Brothers
• Farrans Construction
• Woodvale Construction Company

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AWARD
• David Jameson Roofing Services
• Combined Facilities Management
• Dixons Contractors
• Adman Civil Projects
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Multi-award winning 
Environmental Street Furniture 
(ESF) is paving the way for 

improvements in the quality of street 
furniture within the UK’s educational 
sector, recently designing and supplying 
customised bus and cycle shelters 
for Warwick University, as the faculty 
undergoes an extensive five-year 
redevelopment programme. 
ESF has been at the forefront of 
innovative design and supply of street 
furniture, both locally and globally, 
for many years and as the company 
has grown, so has the demand for its 
products. In addition to the company’s 
work at Warwick University, ESF has 
supplied products to Stirling University, 
SEELB schools and campuses, and more 
recently, Sapienza University in Rome. 
Customised shelters, picnic tables, 

seating and bins have 
also been installed by the 
company at Cambridge 
Biomedical, with the second 
phase of products currently 
going through production. 
As well as building up a 
healthy portfolio of projects 
within the educational sector, 
ESF has also worked with 
many healthcare facilities, 
including Craigavon and 
Antrim Area Hospitals, 
Omagh Hospital, Sterling 
Community Hospital and the 
Macmillan Unit at Antrim Hospital, 
supplying a range of products from 
cycle shelters and picnic tables to 
seating and bins.
ESF is at the core of innovation and 
combines customised design with 

integrated solar power in many of its 
most popular products, so if you’re 
planning your next project and want 
street furniture with a difference, 
contact ESF today. 
To find out more about ESF, visit 
www.worldofesf.com

EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE PROJECTS HIGHLIGHTED AS EXAMPLES OF THE 
CUSTOMISED SOLUTIONS ON OFFER…

ESF setting the standards in street furniture

ESF customised bus and cycle shelters at Warwick University.

BATH SPA UNIVERSITY

SERC BANGOR

ENNISKILLEN AMBULANCE STATION

MACMILLAN UNIT AT ANTRIM HOSPITAL

COMBER PRIMARY SCHOOL

OMAGH HOSPITAL
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Tarkett, a global leader in 
innovative and sustainable 
flooring solutions, has extended 

its acclaimed DESSO AirMaster carpet 
collection with the launch of DESSO 
AirMaster Earth & Tones.
Combining a fresh, design-led colour 
palette, including soft pastels and 
statement accents, with enhanced 
sustainability credentials, the launch 
offers architects and designers the very 
latest in design, environmental and 
wellbeing features.
All carpet tiles in the new DESSO 
AirMaster Earth & Tones collection are 
produced using only 100% recycled 
ECONYL® yarn, combined with the 
recyclable DESSO EcoBase® backing 
as standard. Further enhancing the 
range’s sustainability status, a new low 
antimony primary backing, Colback® 
Gold, has been introduced for the first 
time. This first-to-market product has 
been designed in close collaboration 
with performance materials expert 
Low & Bonar with Cradle to Cradle® 
principles in mind. It delivers up to a 
95% decrease in antimony content. 
Combined with the DESSO AirMaster 
patented technology, designed to 
reduce the amount of fine dust in the 
indoor air, this collection brings an 
outstanding new flooring option, with 
added health and wellbeing benefits, 
to the commercial interiors market.
The DESSO AirMaster Earth range is 
available in seven distinctive colour 
options - including five neutral shades 
and two vibrant accent colours. 
Each tile also features a statement 
black yarn threaded into the pattern 
resulting in dramatic and tactile 
flooring design. 
In contrast, DESSO AirMaster Tones 
is available in 12 colours, including six 
neutrals, ranging from dark to light, 
and six soft pastel accent colours 
ranging from pink and red to blue and 

green shades. The result is a delicate 
and soft colour palette that is a new 
addition to the DESSO AirMaster 
family.
The range can be combined to allow 
designers to create zoning and routing 
in open plan spaces, or to provide 
dramatic statement design features 
and centre-pieces in meeting rooms 
and reception areas.
“Tarkett is continually exploring ways 
to improve the materials we use in our 
production process to boost all key 
design aspects: aesthetics, wellbeing 
and sustainability,” commented 
Ludwig Cammaert, Design and 
Technical Development Director for 
DESSO carpets.  “That is why we 
have further enhanced our DESSO 
AirMaster collections by introducing 
a new unique low antimony primary 
backing, Colback® Gold. With 
Colback® Gold we are offering 
customers the opportunity to benefit 
from products with optimised material 
health, and promoting safer recycling, 
while also helping to conserve finite 
raw material supplies.” 
DESSO AirMaster is the first product 

in the world to be certified with a 
GUI Gold Plus label. Scientists at 
GUI’s laboratory measured DESSO 
AirMaster’s ability to reduce fine dust 
concentration, conducting 15 tests in 
three test rooms, each furnished with 
different flooring solutions (smooth 
floor, standard loop pile carpet and 
DESSO AirMaster). The result is that 
DESSO AirMaster is eight times more 
effective at capturing and retaining 
fine dust than smooth flooring 
solutions (PM10). It is also four times 
more effective than standard carpet 
solutions (PM10). This alone led to a 
GUI Gold certification. The Gold Plus 
certification was awarded for high 
performance on three further test 
criteria - suitability for allergy sufferers; 
high fine dust binding capacity; and 
low Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) 
emission properties.

For more information on the DESSO 
AirMaster Earth & Tones collection 
and other DESSO carpets, visit 
www.desso.co.uk

COMBINING A FRESH, DESIGN-LED COLOUR PALETTE WITH ENHANCED SUSTAINABILITY 
CREDENTIALS, THE LAUNCH OFFERS ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS THE VERY LATEST IN 
DESIGN, ENVIRONMENTAL AND WELLBEING FEATURES…

FLOORING

Tarkett launches DESSO AirMaster ® Earth & Tones
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Q: What is Build Aviator?
A: Build Aviator provides a range of 
services to not only help reduce the risk 
of non-compliance on a project, but to 
also save time and increase efficiency 
throughout the build process.

Q: Who is it aimed at?
A: We are offering this service to house 
builders, architects, self-builders and 
developers and it is available across all 
of our 17 branches in Northern Ireland.

Q: What do these services include?
A: It is a unique package that includes 
SAP assessments, estimating service, 
RCDs, air tightness testing and acoustic 
testing.

Q: What are the main advantages?
A: Our aim is to provide peace of mind 
for customers by saving them time and 
money, reducing risk and increasing 
the efficiency of the building process.

Q: Why is it different?   
A: Most SAP Assessments only provide 
a one or two page outline, while we 

can provide an in-depth service 
specific to the client’s needs, 
allowing us to identify cost savings 
and potential risks before it hits 
site. The services help to ensure 
the project remains on budget and 
provides support in meeting building 
regulations.

Q: How will it help control 
budgets?
A: Budgets can be so difficult to 
manage, particularly for self-builders. 
As a builders’ merchant, this is our 
area of expertise and our complete 
estimation service not only focuses 
on providing accurate estimates for 
the products that we stock at JP 
Corry but all products used on the 
project. We also utilise our expertise 
and knowledge to highlight solutions 
by working with the designer and 
builder to determine the most 
effective construction method which 
doesn’t have to break the bank. To 
provide an accurate estimation of 
the build, we also factor in labour, 
hire and preliminary costs.

CRAIG FOSTER, TECHNICAL SALES MANAGER, JP CORRY, TELLS NORTHERN 
BUILDER ABOUT THE ADVANTAGES OF USING THE NEW BUILD AVIATOR 
SERVICE…

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Build Aviator takes flight at JP Corry

Q: Can you assist with compliance?

A: Gaining Building Control approval 

doesn’t have to be time consuming 

or give you sleepless nights. With 

the Build Aviator services, we can 

plan and prevent many risks that 

may arise by looking at the various 

requirements you need in order to 

meet building regulations.

Q: How much does it cost?

A: It depends on the size and nature 

of the project, so it will vary. Once 

we sit down with a customer and talk 

through their requirements we can 

provide an estimate. We have found 

that the efficiency savings we are 

able to offer means that the service 

pays for itself.

T: 028 9024 3661 

E: buildaviator@jpcorry.com

or visit www.jpcorry.com
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A Keystone Special Lintel is ideal 
when something bespoke is 
required, whether to provide 

a unique building feature, or to carry 
an unusual loading condition. Offering 
design flexibility, the specification of 
bespoke Special Lintels can improve 
the design and individuality of a 
building.
Typical applications include arches 
over front doors and windows 
which can be achieved in a variety 
of traditional styles, from the wide 
Parabolic Arch to a pointed Venetian 
Arch. Alternatively, Keystone’s team of 
design engineers can create a bespoke 
solution to accommodate any design.
From gothic and parabolic arches to 
corner, bay and sun lounge lintels, 
the opportunities are endless. By 
contacting Keystone’s engineers at 
an early stage of your design process, 
you will potentially gain significantly 
more design flexibility for the overall 
project.

SUN LOUNGE LINTELS
A bespoke Sun Lounge Lintel can 
increase the square footage of a 
house, while offering reduced build 
times and optimum performance. 
The ‘one piece’ unit removes the 
need for local engineering as it is 

KEYSTONE’S BESPOKE SPECIAL STEEL LINTELS AND SUN LOUNGE LINTELS PROVIDE 
AN EFFECTIVE MEANS TO ACHIEVE COMPLEX SHAPES AND CREATE BUILDINGS WITH 
CHARACTER…

Design flexibility with Keystone 
Special Steel Lintels

designed and delivered to site ready 
for erection, allowing architects and 
developers to design the sun lounge 
to suit the property in a cost-efficient 
manner. The Sun Lounge Lintel, from 
the Keystone Lintels range, can be 
supplied in any size to suit exact 
requirements.

BRICK SLIP FEATURE LINTELS
An extension to the Special Lintels 
and Sun Lounge Lintels range is 
Keystone’s Brick Feature Lintels range. 
Keystone combines its outstanding 
structural expertise with its patented 
brick slip adhesion system to deliver 
contemporary brick detailing. Brick 
Slip Feature Lintels are one-piece 
prefabricated units, manufactured 
bespoke to order, achieving even 
the most challenging architectural 
designs. Brick slips are applied in a 

controlled factory environment and 
this approach is common for arches 
and more detailed designs. 
Brick is sourced from the project’s 
main brick supply and slips are cut 
and applied in factory-controlled 
conditions for optimum aesthetics 
on-site. Keystone’s patented design 
uses a BBA certified adhesive which 
interacts with a perforated steel 
backing plate, forming a strong 
mechanical bond with the brick 
slips. Brick Slip Feature Lintels can 
accommodate a large range of bond 
patterns.
For more information on Special, 
Sun Lounge or Brick Feature Lintels 
or to avail of Keystone’s  
free design service,  
e-mail info@keystonelintels.co.uk 
or speak to a member of the 
technical team on 028 8676 2184.
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

Grand 
Central 
Hotel, 
Belfast

CHECK INTO 
NORTHERN 
IRELAND’S 
LARGEST HOTEL 
AND IRELAND’S 
TALLEST 
COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING… g
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Grand in name and grand 
in composition, the Grand 
Central Hotel evokes 

the character of the past while 
encapsulating Belfast’s vibrant 
future – factors that encompass 
the ethos of main contractor, 
GRAHAM. 
The award-winning building 
contractor has rightly earned an 
enviable reputation for combining 
the traditional business principles 
of integrity with forward-thinking 
building techniques. At the Grand 
Central Hotel, the company 
continued its trusted relationship 
with the Hastings Hotel Group on 
this redevelopment project which 
transformed the former Windsor 
House office block into this new 

icon of the Belfast skyline. With 

all 62 sub-contractors coming 

from Northern Ireland, the 

Hillsborough-based construction 

specialists also ensured this was a 

truly local affair.

ICONIC 

Standing majestically in Bedford 

Street as Northern Ireland’s 

largest hotel, and the tallest 

commercial building in Ireland, 

this £53m project involved the 

transformation of a 1970’s era 

office block into an iconic four-

star hotel. 

The Grand Central Hotel features 

300 luxurious bedrooms, three 

restaurants, conference and 

meeting room facilities, and 

its jewel in the crown - an 
observatory bar on the 23rd floor 
offering a breathtaking setting 
for panoramic views over the city. 
As you would expect, the project 
was not without its challenges. 
One of the most visual aspects 
is the highly impressive exterior, 
with a carefully selected three-
grey palette that included 
6,500 individual sections being 
installed to ensure the building 
offers a subtly different exterior 
appearance depending on the 
angle, time of day and weather 
conditions.  
This process involved the existing 
façade being removed before 
the entire building was re-clad in 
an operation described as ‘the 

A GRAND PROJECT BY GRAHAM THAT HAS CREATED A NEW ICON FOR THE 
BELFAST SKYLINE…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
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biggest jigsaw puzzle in Belfast’. 

However, this was just one 

small element of GRAHAM’s 

reinvention of the 122,000 

square feet building through 

an innovative design and 

build strategy that demanded 

challenging part-demolition, 

rebuild and extension processes.

CHALLENGES 

The tallest crane in Ireland – 

standing at 475 feet tall – was 

manipulated throughout a 

complex two-year construction 

programme, which incredibly 

necessitated one flight path 

adjustment into Belfast City 

Airport. In addition, the 

existing frame, shape and 

flooring presented frequent 

continual challenges, particularly 

in transforming what was 

originally a 1970’s concrete-

framed office space into a 

fit-for-purpose hotel – both 

front and back of house.The 
Grand Central Hotel’s location 
within Belfast’s Commercial 
District and in the Linenhall 
Conservation Area, also created 
logistical restrictions in terms 
of site access, high volumes 
of pedestrian footfall within 
the vicinity, and considerable 
and consistent vehicular traffic.
Initially, the existing façade had 
to be removed before the entire 
building was reclad. Indeed, 
1,810 tonnes of new concrete - 
equivalent to over 1,200 Ulster 
Rugby teams - were used on 
the project, while 1,280 doors - 
equating to the height of three 
Slieve Donard mountains - were 
hung. Over 2,000 workers 
contributed to the completion of 
the four-star property, which was 
constructed utilising 560 tonnes 
of steel fabricated in Lisburn 
and finished with marble from 
Coleraine. 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

GRAHAM, Ballygowan Road, Hillsborough, Co Down, BT26 6HX 
T: 028 9268 9500 – E: info@graham.co.uk 
W: www.graham.co.uk 
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Scale: Northern Ireland’s largest 
hotel and the tallest commercial 
building in Ireland.

Finish: 1,280 doors were hung, 
totalling 2,688 metres in height, 
along with the installation of 
46,800 metres of plasterboard 
sheets.

Electrical cables: 310 miles of 
electrical cables were installed 
– that’s just over the length of 
Ireland.

Recycling: 840 tonnes of 
concrete were removed from 
the old façade for recycling.

Environmental sustainability: 
An artesian well has reduced the 
hotel’s reliance on the existing 
water infrastructure.

Local partnership: All 62 sub-
contractors were from Northern 
Ireland.

Strong workforce: Over 2,000 
workers contributed to the 
development.

KEY FACTS

PROJECT TEAM..
Client: Hastings Hotel  
Group Value: £53million
Main Contractor: GRAHAM
Architect: RPP Architects
M&E Contractor: Michael Nugent Ltd
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with its’ city centre location 
posed logistical and safety issues.  
There was very little room to 
manoeuvre. When working on a 
project of this kind, the safety of 
all site personnel and the general 
public is paramount. There was 
added emphasis at the Grand 
Central Hotel because we were 
carrying our demolition works 
simultaneously with work being 
carried out by other trades on 
site.”
Detailed planning is critical 
for any demolition works.  
McCormack Demolition uses 
its’ extensive experience in the 

As one of the UK and 
Ireland’s leading 
demolition companies, 

McCormack Demolition was 
pleased to be tasked by main 
contractor, GRAHAM, to 
undertake the complex work 
at the former Windsor House 
office block which would pave 
the way to creating Ireland’s 
tallest commercial building and 
Northern Ireland’s largest hotel.
The work carried out by 
McCormack Demolition included 
asbestos removal, demolition of 
internal walls, plant rooms, etc, 
as well as the demolition of the 

wrap around podium building 
at ground and mezzanine levels. 
Also included in the scope of 
works was specialist concrete 
cutting to create openings in 
floors and external walls. A major 
works element was the careful 
removal of external cladding 
panels on each elevation of the 
building from first floor to 22nd 
floor.  
“We faced a number of 
challenges on this project,” 
explained Eamon Deery, 
Contracts Manager, McCormack 
Demolition. “At 22 storeys, the 
height of the building, coupled 

McCORMACK DEMOLITION USED ITS EXPERTISE AND KNOWLEDGE TO 
PROVIDE SOLUTIONS FOR A RANGE OF CHALLENGES…

DEMOLITION CONTRACTOR

“Detailed planning is central to all the work 
carried out by McCormack Demolition.”
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demolition field to provide 
bespoke solutions to on site 
challenges. The company 
prides itself on its ability to 
deal with challenges and to 
maintain a flexible approach 
so that unforeseen issues 
can be dealt with in the 
course of any project. 
Eamonn McCormack, 
Managing Director, said, 
“At the Grand Central, we 
brought in out of hours 
work and night shifts 
for the demolition and 
panel removal works. We 
also worked closely with 
GRAHAM in programming 
of works to ensure their 
overall programme was 
maintained. “We have vast 
experience in the down-
taking and stripping out 

McCORMACK DEMOLITION 
DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING 
SERVICES AT THE GRAND 
CENTRAL HOTEL:

• Asbestos removal;
• Demolition of wrap around   
 podium building at ground and   
 mezzanine levels;
• Internal demolition works; 
• Specialist cutting of concrete   
 structures and creation of new   
 openings on each floor; 
• Removal of external concrete   
 cladding panels on each external  
 elevation over 22 floors;
• Removal of roof area plant   
 rooms, etc.

McCORMACK DEMOLITION IS 
CARRYING OUT A WIDE RANGE OF 
PROJECTS ACROSS THE UK AND 
IRELAND, INCLUDING:

TELFORD FASHION QUARTER, 
TELFORD SHOPPING CENTRE
Demolishing a major section of 
buildings in close proximity to a live 
shopping centre and bus station.
THE GATE, SHEFFIELD 
Demolishing a two-storey concrete 
floor and basement structure located 
adjacent to a live hotel.
PIRIES PLACE, HORSHAM
Demolishing part of a shopping 
precinct; maintaining first floor slab 
and existing steel structures.
QUB MCCLAY LIBRARY, BELFAST
Internal demolition works in a live 
university setting.
MERCHANT SQUARE, BELFAST
Internal demolitions in a large seven-
storey building and the removal of 
external concrete cladding panels on 
two elevations in a city centre location.
GREENMOUNT CAMPUS, ANTRIM
Asbestos removal and demolition of 
farm type buildings and sheds.

CURRENT PROJECTS...

SCOPE OF WORKS…

McCormack Demolition, Park House, 56 Trench Road, Mallusk, 
Newtownabbey, BT36 4TY. T: 028 9084 8381
E: info@mccormackdemolition.co.uk - www.mccormackdemolition.co.uk

old buildings in an urban 
environment such as this, 
and we had to utilise all that 
knowledge on this project. 
It was a pleasure to be 
involved in the development 
of such a prestigious 
building in Belfast city 
centre.”
McCormack Demolition’s 
knowledge and experience 
has been built over 30 
years, carrying out complex 
and highly challenging 
dismantling and demolition 
projects in built up urban 
settings. The company 
operates throughout the UK 
and Ireland and its name 
has become synonymous 
with providing a safe, 
professional demolition 
service. 
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Liam Dempsey and the team at 
Ashgrove Ltd were responsible 
for the design, manufacture and 

fit-out of the ground floor, the first 
floor and the 22nd floor at the Grand 
Central Hotel.  This included all wall 
panelling, timber features, seating, 
coffee docks, bars and reception 
area. With an impressive portfolio of 
past projects for Hastings Hotels at 
Ballygalley Hotel, The Everglades, 
Stormont Hotel and the Culloden, 
Ashgrove was the ideal choice for 
a project that called for innovative 
design, high quality manufacture, fit-
out and luxurious finish. The Ashgrove 
team has delivered an impressive 
and iconic interior fitting for a luxury 

THE DESIGN, CHOICE OF FINISH MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP BY 
ASHGROVE LTD DELIVER ON THE GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL’S BRAND 
STATEMENT, ‘SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL’…

CONTRACT FURNITURE

“Ashgrove was the ideal choice when it came to the 
high quality design, manufacture and fit-out.”
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hotel competing on a global 
stage.
Delivering the project from 
design to completion meant 
weekly team meetings and 
constant communications 
with the construction project 
team and client. “We hugely 
enjoyed being involved 
in the design process, it 
was a great opportunity 
to shape the project and 
deliver what we knew would 
translate in manufacture 
and fit-out to give the client 
the stunning finish such 
a building requires,” said 
Liam Dempsey, Director at 
Ashgrove. The team worked 
off architect’s drawings to 
produce a plan, translating 
the designer’s ideas into 
reality. This meant working 
closely with GRAHAM’s 
Sean Langley and RPP 
Architect’s Mark Higgins to 
tease out all design details.
“The project ran to an 
extremely tight programme, 
with American guests 
arriving mid-June. We had 
a very limited time to get 
each area completely fitted 
out in time for the initial 
handover date. We used 
off-site manufacture at the 
early stages, ensuring all 
along that the elements 
met full client requirements. 
We also liaised with other 
trades to ensure that they 
worked to our drawings 
and specifications so that 
installation went smoothly. 
In that regard, this project 
was done in reverse; we 
weren’t measuring up to fit 
furniture, we were supplying 
furniture measurements 
for those on site to build 
for the furniture sizes,” 

Ashgrove Contract Furniture Limited, 48 Doury Road, Ballymena, 
County Antrim, BT43 6JB. T: 028 2565 1144 - E: info@ashgroveltd.com
www.ashgroveltd.com

said Liam. Strong lines 
of communication and 
teamwork were essential for 
everything to fit together 
smoothly in the fit-out 
stage. “I think that’s a mark 
of a successful project – to 
push the boundaries, try 
new ways of meeting client 
targets and delivering them 
together as a construction 
team.”
Liam says the biggest 
challenge and the most 
satisfying to deliver was the 
top floor Sky Bar. With only 
lift access and all trades on 
site using those lifts, it was 
busy. “Everything had to be 
manufactured in sections 
in order to be brought to 
the 22nd floor. Fulfilling this 
while maintaining the quality 
of finish posed a challenge. 
Again, design needed 
to be clever so as not to 
compromise on the interior 
finishes which had to convey 
grandeur and glamour to 
meet the client brief.” 
Ashgrove’s input into 
the design of the ground 
floor, first floor and 22nd 
floor has elevated the 
Hotel’s overall aesthetic 
and delivered on the client 
brief and architectural 
vision. This project delivery 
demonstrates design skill 
and competent project 
delivery. “We very much 
worked as a team to deliver 
this project. Collaboration 
with GRAHAM and the 
rest of the trades ensured 
co-ordination and accuracy 
in the face of this project’s 
challenges. But that’s 
the fun of any project; 
meeting the challenges and 
delivering.”
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For over 40 years, RPP 
Architects has worked on 
projects that have gone 

on to become recognisable 
landmarks in Belfast, so it is 
fitting that the Grand Central 
Hotel has now been included 
within this portfolio.
The award-winning practice 
was appointed by GRAHAM 
to create the iconic exterior 
and the opulent interior of 
Northern Ireland’s largest hotel 
and Ireland’s tallest commercial 
building.
Mark Higgins, Associate, RPP 
Architects, said, “We pride 
ourselves on building strong 
relationships and that was 
reflected in this project, where 
we were again working with 
GRAHAM. We also added to our 

relationship with Hastings Hotel 
Group, who we have worked 
with in the past on the Slieve 
Donard Hotel and the Europa 
Hotel.”
While its height obviously 
makes the building stand out, 
RPP Architects enhanced this 
by creating the concept for 
the distinctive cladding that 
comprises a three-grey palette 
and 6,500 individual sections 
to create a subtly different 
appearance depending on the 
angle, time of day and weather 
conditions.
With the city watching the 
Grand Central Hotel rising into 
the Belfast skyline, this created 
added intrigue to the interior.
“The bold exterior is the vision 
of our Managing Director, Harry 

McConnell, and it creates high 
levels of expectation. Internally, 
we had to match that by 
creating luxurious aesthetics 
that retained a link to the 
Hasting Hotel brand yet were 
unique to the Grand Central.”
That aspiration has clearly been 
met. From the two-storey-
high, marble-clad lobby and 
three distinctive dining venues 
through to the 300 opulently-
appointed bedrooms, the 
Grand Central Hotel exudes 
class. 
Mark concluded, “Grand 
Central Hotel is a great marker 
of the quality of architectural 
interior that can be delivered 
when working with an excellent 
design and build contractor and 
client.” 

ANOTHER LANDMARK DESIGN FROM RPP ARCHITECTS THAT EXUDES 
PRECISION, LUXURY AND CLASS…

ARCHITECT

RPP Architects, Belfast Office - 155/157 Donegal Pass, Belfast, BT7 1DT
T: 028 9024 5777 - E info@rpparchitects.co.uk

W: www.rpparchitects.co.uk 
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significant heritage and cultural 
locations within easy walking 
distance.
Internally, architectural details 
from around the Linen Quarter 
are etched into a panelled screen 
that shields the hotel’s Grand 
Café - a subtle nod to Grand 
Central’s neighbours. A large 
illustrated piece that depicts an 
‘imagined mythology’ inspired 
by Belfast’s coat of arms and 
the city’s maritime heritage is 
located in the Seahorse restaurant 
while a unique installation – part 
artefact display, part art piece 
– uses tableware from the first 
Grand Central Hotel in Belfast 
and is now mounted in a specially 
recessed section of a panelled 
wall close to the Seahorse 
restaurant and bar.
Other interpretive design features 
include the Observatory Book at 
the Observatory Bar and ‘An ode 
to Belfast’ - a special heritage 
book Tandem designed and 
wrote for the Grand Central. 

Located at the heart of Belfast’s 
historic Linen Quarter and 
inspired by the original 

Grand Central Hotel, that could 
once be found a short distance 
away on Belfast’s Royal Avenue, 
Tandem Design saw an exciting 
opportunity to galvanise a distinct 
sense of place into the very fabric 
of the hotel – imbuing both the 
interior and exterior with inspiring 
and surprising interpretation that 
enhances the guest experience.
Drawing on beautiful architectural 
details from surrounding historic 
buildings, strong cultural themes 
inspired by the city and the Grand 
Central’s important location, the 
interpretive design consultancy 
developed interpretation that, at 
times, blends seamlessly with the 
interior design scheme and, at 
other times, will take the guest by 
surprise.
Central to the most impactful 
interventions is a new poem that 
Tandem commissioned especially 
for the Grand Central from 
Northern Ireland-born and Pulitzer 
Prize winning poet Paul Muldoon. 
His new poem ‘Belfast Hymn’ takes 
the reader on a sweeping tour of 

the places and people that make 
the city what it is. A carefully 
selected section of his piece has 
been rendered in steel on a 4.5 
metre-high screen at the hotel’s 
entrance while others have been 
carved into the exterior paving 
that guests cross as they come 
and go.
As guests leave the hotel and 
stroll out into Belfast they will see 
a large wall-mounted etched city 
map that Tandem designed to be 
orientated to their viewpoint and 
guides them towards the most 

TANDEM DESIGN HAS WOVEN A SENSE OF PLACE AND ‘CENTRALITY’ INTO 
THE GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL WITH INTERPRETIVE INTERVENTIONS…

INTERPRETIVE DESIGN CONSULTANTS

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Tandem, Rollo House, 6 High Street, Holywood, County Down BT18 9AZ
T: 028 9042 5590  E: hello@tandemdesign.co.uk
www.tandemdesign.co.uk
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One of the leading 
manufacturers of 
kitchen, bedroom and 

bathroom furniture, Woodland 
manufactured and installed 300 
bedrooms at the newly-opened 
Grand Central Hotel in Belfast, an 
extensive package that included 
wardrobes, tea stations, bedside 
lockers, desks and bathroom 
vanity units. 
Bespoke high-end bedroom 
suites which included bookshelves 
and customised desks with a 
nod to the art deco style were 
also included in the Woodland 
package. Headboards are 
extravagant and detailed, in 
keeping with the opulence of the 
rooms and the location.
With extensive experience of 
working across a range of high- 
end projects, the challenges 

presented by the site’s location 
didn’t faze the Woodland 
team. “Being in the heart of 
Belfast had its own particular 
set of challenges. Pre-loading 
to all 21 floors in advance of 
installation was difficult due 
to the constraints of vertical 
movements as the hoist was 
taken down in advance of fitting 
on site. Storage also proved 
a challenge but we overcame 
this by working well with the 
site management team,” said 
Margaret Cunningham, Head of 
Contracts at Woodland. 
The brief to Woodland required 
a high-level bespoke approach 
for the bedrooms, including 
the prototyping and the design 
to achieve a one-off look. 
“We worked closely with the 
client and contractor to design 

special furniture that would set 
the bedroom suites apart. We 
rose to the occasion and were 
encouraged by the complex 
design challenge, despite 
reiterations of conceptual 
designs, to arrive at the right 
solution and subsequent 
manufacturing and delivery of 
the newly designed furniture.” 
The end result is one that 
Woodland is delighted to add to 
its already impressive portfolio. 
“It was a great project to be 
involved in. We’re very proud to 
have played such an important 
role in its completion.” Current 
projects at Woodland include 
large-scale contracts and high-
end residential apartments in 
Brentford Lock West and in 
Wembley Park, London, to name 
just a few.  

BEDROOMS AT THE GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURED 
AND INSTALLED BY WOODLAND…

FURNITURE

Woodland, 4 Portna Road, Rasharkin, Ballymena, Co. Antrim, BT44 8SX
T: 028 2957 2222 - E: info@woodlandni.com

www.woodlandni.com

Photography by Jack Hardy.
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sector and is continually 
developing its range to provide 
market-leading performance. 
Owned by the Saint-Gobain 
group, Gyproc provides 
innovative, cost-effective and 
reliable products that meet the 
demands of the construction 
industry. Gyproc has been 
manufacturing in Ireland since 
1936 and is the market leader 
in plaster, plasterboard and 
drylining systems providing 
innovative and sustainable design 
solutions. 
The company has been involved 
in many of the biggest and 
most prestigious commercial 
building projects on the island 
of Ireland including The National 
Convention Centre, Titanic 
Belfast, the Bord Gais Energy 
Theatre and the landmark 
Terminal Two at Dublin Airport.

Gyproc Acoustic Ceilings 
range now offers you 
sound absorption solutions 

from Class D through to A.
The Gyproc Rigitone acoustic 
ceiling range that was installed 
at the new Grand Central Hotel 
in Belfast offers an exciting mix 
of aesthetic design and excellent 
acoustic performance, whilst 
improving indoor air quality.
The Rigitone range allows you to 
create stunning, seamless, high 
performance designs with the grid 
completely out of sight. Rigitone is 
tough enough to withstand impact, 
yet versatile enough to form 
different contours and orientations. 
The Gyptone range has inspired a 
new generation of ceiling designs, 
and is immediately recognisable in 
many high profile buildings across 
Ireland, the UK and Europe. 
Secured to the Gyproc CasoLine 

MF system, Rigitone boards 
come in six distinctive perforation 
patterns that join together to give 
an unbroken regular or random, 
flat or curved pattern across 
the entire ceiling area whilst 
the Gyptone range offers four 
geometric and linear perforation 
patterns.
Gyproc’s perforated boards 
can be painted in any colour, 
which is a key aspect in interior 
design decisions, and contain 
formaldehyde-absorbing 
Activ’Air® technology which 
improves indoor air quality. With 
Gyproc acoustic ceilings there are 
simply no rules, just the flexibility 
to create exactly the ceiling style 
you want while improving the 
quality of the air within.
Gyproc has over 80 years of 
experience in developing 
products in the interior lining 

ABOVE ALL, GYPROC HAS GOT YOU COVERED, WITH A FULL RANGE OF 
BEAUTIFUL CEILINGS WITH HIGH PERFORMANCE ACOUSTICS…

CEILINGS

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Gyproc, Unit 4 Kilcarbery Business Park, Nangor Road, Dublin 22
T: 0845 3990159 – E: enquiries@gyproc.ie
www.gyproc.ie/products-systems/products/ceilings
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Flair Showers Ltd, Rocks Road, 
Kingscourt, Co. Cavan, Ireland
T: 00353 42 966 8000 
E: sales@flairshowers.com
www.flairshowers.com

In recognition of the superiority 
of ORO, Flair Showers has 
received the iF Design Award, 
RedDot Award and Good 
Design Award - all seals of 
global design excellence and a 
testimony of the quality for the 
ORO range.
Louise Huston, Flair Showers, 
commented “Flair have built 
up a trusted reputation in the 
production of quality shower 
doors and we can accommodate 
a great variety of styles with our 
extensive product portfolio.”
Flair’s aim is to enrich lives with 
beautifully designed product for 
living, that is a pleasure to use. 
Flair is so proud to have ORO 
associated with such a luxurious 
setting.

When considering the 
design brief for the 
Grand Central Hotel, 

Belfast, Flair had to take a number 
of key factors into account - the 
visual attributes, the ease of 
installation and maintenance, and 
grandeur of this modern hotel. 
With its minimalist aesthetic, Flair’s 
ORO Frameless Shower Door 
range precisely meets all these 
requirements. ORO is a union of 
design innovation and functional 
perfection. The hand-crafted ORO 
door handle is one of a kind and 
distinctly individual. Elegance 
shines through the curved profile 
and flush internal hinge detailing. 
Each ORO component is carefully 
considered to enhance its users 
experience every stay. 

DESIGN INNOVATION FROM FLAIR’S AWARD-WINNING ORO RANGE…

FRAMELESS SHOWER DOORS

PROJECT IN FOCUS
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Fabrite Engineering Ltd, 
4 Hallstown Road, Upper 
Ballinderry, Lisburn BT28 2NE
T: 028 9262 1012
E: info@fabrite.co.uk
www.fabrite.co.uk

space, the building has been 
transformed into a luxurious 
300-bedroom hotel standing 
23 storeys tall. “Trying to 
manoeuvre the steelwork into 
position was a complex job. It 
was also a live site in the city 
centre so there were restrictions 
on parking and off-loading. 
Health and safety remained a 
priority throughout the build.” 
Fabrite Engineering supplied 
only the highest quality 
steelwork for this project. “We 
also ensured we delivered to 
site on time. We’ve worked with 
GRAHAM in the past so that 
existing relationship also helped 
ensure the process was a stress-
free one.”

Fabrite Engineering Ltd was 
the ideal choice when it 
came to the supply of the 

structural steel element of the 
Grand Central Hotel project. 
One of the stand-out features of 
the new Hotel is its glass stairway, 
which was supplied and installed 
by the team at Fabrite. A massive 
job for Belfast city, over 600 tons 
of structural steelwork has gone 
into the Grand Central. “It’s a 
great project to be involved in. 
One of the biggest challenges 
for us was working with the 
dimensions of the existing 
building. We’ve worked on similar 
projects, it still presented us with 
challenges that we overcame.”
Originally a 1970’s office 

OVER 600 TONS OF STRUCTURAL STEEL WAS 
SUPPLIED BY FABRITE ENGINEERING...

STRUCTURAL STEELWORK
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Hood McGowan Kirk LLP (HMK), 
M&D House, 56 Newforge Lane, 
Belfast, BT9 5NW
T: 028 9066 7932
E: info@hmkni.com
www.hmkni.com

the company, the major sub-
contractors and the design team, 
led by RPP Architects, to ensure 
the high quality required was 
delivered within budget and to 
programme.
Alex managed the procurement 
and programming of the direct 
contracts for items such as 
furniture, laundry equipment, 
computer installation, TV 
systems and soft furnishings 
and co-ordinated the delivery 
and installation of these various 
packages with the suppliers and 
GRAHAM.   
HMK is proud to have delivered 
this landmark project, adding the 
largest hotel in Northern Ireland 
to the company’s portfolio.

HMK has had a long-term 
relationship with Hastings 
Hotel Group (HHG) and 

has provided professional services 
for other hotels including The 
Culloden, The Slieve Donard and 
the Europa.  
Building on this relationship, 
Alex Murton of HMK was aware 
of the high standards that would 
be expected from HHG for the 
delivery of the Grand Central 
Hotel and this is reflected in the 
magnificent finish that has been 
achieved. 
As Employers Agent and Cost 
Manager, Alex was involved in 
the negotiation of the project 
with GRAHAM as main contractor 
and he worked closely with 

HOOD McGOWAN KIRK LLP (HMK) ACTED AS EMPLOYERS AGENT AND COST 
MANAGERS FOR THE GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL.…

EMPLOYERS AGENT AND COST MANAGER

CB Contracts (NI) Ltd, Unit B1, 
52 Sydenham Business Park, 
19 Heron Road, Belfast.
T: 028 9073 2926 
E: info@cbcontracts.com
www.cbcontracts.com

for the doors 
opening in June. 
Colin Bunting, 
Commercial 
Director, CB 
Contracts, said, 
“We wish to 
thank Duane 
McCreadie and 
all the GRAHAM 
team for their excellent 
management of the build. 
Also, a huge thanks to all the 
hardworking CB Contracts 
team involved in this landmark 
building for working tirelessly 
- sometimes through the night 
- to have this truly impressive 
project completed in time for 
handover.”

CB Contracts (NI) Ltd - 
Flooring Division is proud 
to be associated with 

the new Grand Central Hotel 
in Belfast in partnership with 
GRAHAM. 
Together they have successfully 
transformed the old Windsor 
House into the new Grand 
Central Hotel, which is owned 
and run by Hastings Hotels. 
The flooring in this luxurious 
300-bedroom hotel was 
completed using Ulster Carpets 
throughout the bedrooms, 
corridors, conference facilities, 
restaurants and bars and Forbo 
Vinyl in the back of house areas. 
The project was a demanding 
one but was completed on time 

THE COMBINED SOLUTION FROM CB CONTRACTS ENSURES GRAND 
CENTRAL HOTEL CAN PUT ITS BEST FOOT FORWARD…

FLOORING
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Beacon Fire & Security, 
15 The Crescent Business Park, 
Ballinderry Road, Lisburn, BT28 2GN 
T: 028 92 67 6622
E: info@beacon-ni.co.uk 
www.beacon-ni.co.uk

at Beacon Fire & Security, said, 
“We’re delighted to have been 
involved in this prestigious 
project and to be highlighting 
our ability to meet the needs of 
the hotel sector. The success of 
this installation was only achieved 
through close partnership and 
excellent project management 
from Michael Nugent Ltd.”
As specialists in fire and security 
systems, Beacon provides a 
complete range of specialist fire 
and security services such as 
intruder alarms, fire alarms, CCTV 
systems, access control solutions, 
public voice evacuation systems, 
nurse call systems, and intercom 
solutions. 

Beacon Fire & Security have 
checked out after delivering 
a five-star performance at 

Belfast’s most talked about new 
hotel – the Grand Central. 
The largest and most expensively 
constructed hotel in Northern 
Ireland recently opened its 
doors in Belfast city centre and 
protecting this £53million project 
is a bespoke security package 
from Beacon Fire & Security. 
With the hotel sector growing at 
an extensive rate in Belfast – as 
well as across Northern Ireland 
– Beacon Fire & Security has 
again proved how the company’s 
tailored approach is so effective. 
Greg Smylie, Managing Director 

WITH THE GROWING NUMBER OF HOTEL PROJECTS ACROSS NORTHERN 
IRELAND, BEACON FIRE & SECURITY PROVIDES A TAILORED SYSTEM FOR THE 
PROVINCE’S MOST TALKED ABOUT NEW HOTEL…

FIRE AND SECURITY SYSTEMS

Concrete Installation Services 
Ltd, 36 Shanliss Road, Coalisland, 
County Tyrone, BT71 5PZ
T: 077 1328 7205
E: niall@cis-uk.com
www.cis-uk.com

the required new floor and wall 
openings. Commenting on the 
project, Niall O’Hanlon, Concrete 
Installation Services, said, “It was 
particularly significant to us as a 
local company to be entrusted 
with carrying out these works 
on the largest project of its kind 
in Northern Ireland for over a 
decade.”
Niall and the team are delighted 
to add the Grand Central 
Hotel to its diverse portfolio 
of projects. “It was a great 
project to be involved in. At 
Concrete Installation Services, 
we pride ourselves in securing 
repeat trade from our clients 
by guaranteeing cost effective 
solutions on time every time.”

Boasting over 25 years’ 
experience in the industry, 
Concrete Installation 

Services was the ideal choice when 
it came to specialist concrete 
cutting works at the Grand 
Central Hotel. The company has 
worked on a range of projects 
across London, Manchester, 
Portsmouth, Glasgow, Belfast 
and Dublin, including hotels and 
student accommodation. Quality 
workmanship and ensuring 
projects are completed on time 
are the company’s main priorities 
on every project it undertakes. 
For the Grand Central Hotel, the 
scope of works required C.I.S 
Ltd to carry out all the concrete 
cutting and breaking to form 

SPECIALIST CONCRETE CUTTING AND BREAKING WAS PROVIDED BY 
CONCRETE INSTALLATION SERVICES AT THE GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL…

CONCRETE CUTTING AND DRILLING

Photography by Jack Hardy
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Opened since March, the 
new internal showroom 
is located within Lissue 

Industrial Estate East in Lisburn 
and showcases a broad range 
of products from walling stone, 
paving stone, kerbing and 
aggregates to name but a few.
At the launch, the McMonagle 
family and team were joined 
by Rory Best, the captain of 
Ireland’s international Rugby 
team and some of Northern 
Ireland’s leading industry 
professionals. Founded by Dan 
McMonagle in 1974, McMonagle 
Stone has supplied unique cuts 
of stone to both domestic and 
commercial markets in Northern 
Ireland for over 44 years and 
opening a depot and showroom 
based in Lisburn has proved 
to be a successful and positive 
move for the company.
Commenting on the move, Dan 
McMonagle said, “The opening 
of the new showroom in Lisburn 
adds significant capacity to our 
market presence, enabling us 
to respond to the increasing 

demand for natural stone in 
Northern Ireland. The move 
demonstrates our commitment 
in growing our distribution and 
improving accessibility for our 
customers in Northern Ireland to 
view our broad range of products 
on display.”
The new showroom in Lisburn 
is the company’s third location, 

with external displays at 
McMonagle Stone’s Head 
Office and Production Facility in 
Mountcharles, Co. Donegal and 
Landscape Centre in Swords, Co. 
Dublin. Projects completed by 
the firm include the new DAERA 
HQ (Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs) 
in Londonderry, the Olympia 
Leisure Centre in Belfast and 
Enniskillen Castle Heritage 
Centre in Fermanagh. 
To further enhance the company 
brand, McMonagle Stone is 
set to launch a new company 
website and online shop that 
will enable retail customers in 
Northern Ireland to purchase 
natural stone paving and 
accessories online at ease.
McMonagle Stone, Unit 4, 
McGrath Business Park, Lissue 
Road, Lissue Industrial Estate 
East Lisburn, BT28 2SU
T: 028 92622977
E: info@mcmonaglestone.com
W: www.mcmonaglestone.com

NEW SHOWROOM SHOWCASES RANGE OF INDIGENOUS AND IMPORTED PRODUCTS…

COMPANY NEWS

McMonagle Stone launches first 
showroom in NI

“The opening 
of the new 

showroom in 
Lisburn adds 
significant 
capacity to 
our market 
presence.”

Captain of Ireland’s international 
rugby team, Rory Best, (second from 
left) with Daniel McMonagle, Dan 
McMonagle and Michael McMonagle. 
Picture by Press Eye.

Rory Best with founder 
Dan McMonagle. Picture 
by Press Eye Ltd.
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Held in the beautiful 
surroundings of the K Club 
in Co Kildare, Murdock 

Builders Merchants’ annual Golf 
Classic was another successful event 
for the company. Directors Ciaran 
and Kevin Murdock were joined 
by over 40 staff and customers 
and enjoyed a fantastic round on 
the famous Ryder Cup Course, 
home of the 2006 Ryder Cup, the 
2016 Dubai Duty Free Irish Open 
and 13 European Opens. A very 
enjoyable day of golf was followed 
by a delicious evening meal and 
presentation of prizes at the hotel.
Ciaran Murdock and Group 
Commercial Manager Martin Farrell 
thanked all the attendees and 
spoke of their appreciation of their 
customers’ continued support of the 
business. They also complimented 
The K Club and staff on their 
excellent hospitality.

WINNERS
1st - Andrew Russell 44pts
2nd - Gavin Dynes 39 pts
3rd - Jim McCartan 38 pts
4th - Philip Mehaffey 35 pts
Nearest Pin Front 9 - Pete Darragh
Nearest Pin Back 9 - Glenn Smylie
Longest Drive - Aidy McLoughlin

MURDOCK BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS HELD ITS 
ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
FOR CUSTOMERS AT THE 
K CLUB, CO. KILDARE…

Teeing off 
in style
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QUALITY, VALUE AND CHOICE ARE CENTRAL TO THE SUCCESS OF 
THIS LEADING INDEPENDENT BUILDERS’ MERCHANT… g

KILLEEN HARDWARE
celebrates 35th anniversary

COMPANY PROFILE

1983-2018

35
ANNIVERSARY

TH



KILLEEN HARDWARE ASSOCIATES
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Hughes, Company Director. 
“The customer comes first at all 
times. We genuinely want to help 
them find the right solution and, 
in order to do that, we need to 
understand what the client wants 
and what budget they have.”
It is an approach that works, and 
we strive to ensure our team of 
staff is knowledgeable in all areas.
“We pride ourselves on our 
excellent customer care, fast 
delivery, quality products and 
competitive prices. But we also 
listen to the customer and always 
try to improve in any way that 
we can. We wouldn’t be here  
without their continuing support, 
and for that we are thankful,” 
added Philip.

It may be 35 years since Killeen 
Hardware first opened its doors, 
but despite this passage of 

time, one constant remains – 
customer service.
The family-run builders’ 
merchant is rightly proud of its 
philosophy for quality, value and 
choice. While products have 
developed and the industry has 
changed significantly, these 
three areas have been central 
to the company’s success. That 
is highlighted by a sign above 
the door in the main superstore, 
which simply states – ‘If you aren’t 
satisfied, tell us. If you are, tell 
others’. 
Established in 1983 by Kenneth 
and Philip Hughes who both 

remain Managing Directors, the 
company has grown at a steady 
pace over the years, resulting 
in a major refurbishment to 
Killycopple Road on the outskirts 
of Armagh, in 2007.
This impressive three-acre base 
includes a 15,000sqft Superstore 
that incorporates a door centre, 
stoves and fireside showroom, 
workwear section and a power 
tools centre of excellence. In 
addition, there is a separate 
Bathroom Centre as well as a 
specialist garden machinery 
centre. The company even 
delivers coal locally!
“We have grown our product 
range to meet the needs of our 
customers,” explained David 

KILLEEN HARDWARE MARKS A MAJOR MILESTONE BY CONTINUING TO 
FOCUS ON QUALITY PRODUCTS AND SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES…

35 years of success

COMPANY PROFILE

Killeen Hardware, 1 Killycopple Road, Armagh, BT60 2AG. T: 028 3752 2317
www.killeenhardware.co.uk
Opening hours: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5.30pm. Saturday - 8.30am - 1pm.
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187D Union Street, Lurgan, Co. Armagh, BT66 8EQ.
T: +44 (0)28 3832 8212 - F: +44 (0)28 3832 1833

E: ian@ljmt.co.uk

STOCKISTS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF
FIXINGS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS

DISTRIBUTION THROUGHOUT IRELAND
(NORTH & SOUTH)

We would like to congratulate Killeen Hardware 
on 35 years in business and look forward to 
continuing our good working relationships.

www.ljmt.co.uk

Mulberry Stoves, Arrigle Business Park, Ballyhale, Co Kilkenny

Tel: 056-7766123    |    www.mulberrystoves.com

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  K I L L E E N  H A R D W A R E  A N D  W I S H I N G  T H E M  C O N T I N U E D  S U C C E S S  I N  T H E  F U T U R E
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suppliers that ensure we can offer 
the latest innovations. These 
include, the new Keylite Polar 
PVC windows range, which is 
growing in popularity.”
The best of both worlds approach 
combines a traditional sales 
approach with a forward-thinking 
philosophy in terms of the 
product range. 
High levels of repeat business 
include customers who have been 
buying from Killeen Hardware for 
35 years. The same can be said 
for many of the manufacturers 
and suppliers. Killeen Hardware 
has grown alongside these 
companies, and the partnership 
approach has ensured they all 
enjoy success.

In today’s high-paced business 
world, it can be easy to 
overlook the importance of the 

traditional standards of quality 
customer service, value for 
money and product choice.
When Killeen Hardware was 
established in 1983, no-one 
could foresee how much the 
company’s product range would 
grow and diversify over the last 
35 years.
With a strong customer base in 
County Armagh and delivering 
right across Northern Ireland and 
into the South, Killeen Hardware 
offers building materials, 
hardware, plumbing goods, 
agricultural products and much 
more. The family-run company’s 

base is a constant hive of activity, 
with over 30 staff meeting the 
needs of building contractors who 
range from the white van builder 
working on retrofit and repair 
products through to the major 
developers. Self-builders, DIY 
enthusiasts and the general public 
are also well catered for thanks 
to the diverse range of building 
solutions available.
“We have diversified the product 
offering in line with market 
demand and trends and we are 
proud to offer such an extensive 
product range,” explained Philip 
Hughes, Chief Executive. “We 
regularly review our range and 
have well-established relationships 
with leading manufacturers and 

KILLEEN HARDWARE ENJOYS HIGH LEVELS OF REPEAT BUSINESS THANKS TO 
THE COMPANY’S IMPRESSIVE PRODUCT RANGE…

Customer loyalty is key

Killeen Hardware, 1 Killycopple Road, Armagh, BT60 2AG. T: 028 3752 2317
www.killeenhardware.co.uk
Opening hours: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5.30pm. Saturday - 8.30am - 1pm.
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AUSTIN MATTHEWS
A G E N C I E S

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
KILLEEN HARDWARE

ON 35 YEARS IN BUSINESS 
FROM ALL AT 

AUSTIN MATTHEWS AGENCIES

Congrats to
Killeen Hardware 

on 35 years
in Business.

 
Best wishes for 

the future.
 

CALL INTO 
SEE THE HUGE 

RANGE OF 
STIGA GARDEN 
MACHINERY IN 

STORE NOW.

Doyle’s Wholesale, Dublin Road, Castlecomer, 
Co. Kilkenny R95 AP6F.

T: +353 (56) 444 1988 - F: +353 (56) 444 1978
Email: info@doylesw.ie - www.doyles.ie

HULTAFORS GROUP
In every way, a partner to rely on

T: 00353 (0)1 409 8400
E: info@hultaforsgroup.ie

Hultafors Group, Unit B5 Calmount Business Park,
Ballymount, Dublin 12.

Congratulations
to Killeen Hardware

on 35 years 
in business.
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workwear in this one-stop-shop. 
The Stove and Fireside Showroom 
also includes energy-efficient 
boilers, underfloor heating 
systems and solar panels.
The separate Bathroom Centre 
building is equally impressive, 
with a series of bays that 
showcase a range of different 
styles to meet varying budgets 
and tastes. 
The company opened the new 
15,000sqft Hardware Superstore 
in 2007 during a major downturn 
in the construction sector and 
the wider economy. It displayed 
high levels of confidence in the 
business and that positive move 
has been repaid with continuing 
success.

Quality customer service 
is an essential ingredient 
to 35 years of success at 

Killeen Hardware, but that is only 
achieved when it is combined 
with an impressive product 
offering.
The company started life as a 
builders’ merchant and while sales 
to self-builders, DIY enthusiasts 
and the general public have 
grown, that remains the main 
stay of the operation. The three-
acre site comprises a Hardware 
Superstore, Bathroom Showroom, 
Stove and Fireside Showroom, 
Door Centre, Garden Machinery 
Showroom including a Service 
and Repair Centre, paint and 
decorating department, key and 

glass cutting service as well as a 
wide range of power and hand 
tools.
The main feature is the impressive 
Hardware Superstore and it is 
packed full of all the building 
materials required for minor 
repairs, renovations and 
refurbishments through to a 
complete new build project. 
These include roof timbers, roof 
trusses, slates, tiles, PVC fascia, 
cast iron guttering, Velux and 
Keylite windows, paving, floor and 
wall tiles, underground sewer and 
treatment plants, and much more. 
You can also avail of plumbing 
and heating and electrical 
solutions, power tools, hand tools 
and even an extensive selection of 

THE DIVERSE RANGE OF PRODUCTS AT KILLEEN HARDWARE COVERS 
EVERYTHING A BUILDER NEEDS – AND MUCH MORE…

Traditional standards and quality products

Killeen Hardware, 1 Killycopple Road, Armagh, BT60 2AG. T: 028 3752 2317
www.killeenhardware.co.uk
Opening hours: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5.30pm. Saturday - 8.30am - 1pm.
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Our EXPERIENCED STAFF will be available
to answer your questions and give demonstrations.

It’s an opportunity to SEE for yourself, 
the REAL BENEFITS of a Wood Pellet Stove.

FROM

Check out our range of Palazzetti Wood Pellet Stoves
E: sales@miflues.ie - W: www.miflues.ie

DELIGHTED TO BE SUPPORTING 
KILLEEN HARDWARE AT THEIR UPCOMING EVENT

SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2018.

Purple Marketing & Distribution Ltd.
10b Ivy Hill, Lisburn, BT28 3SL.
Tel: 028 9260 4207
Email: sales@purplemarketing.co.uk

We would like 
to congratulate 
Killeen Hardware on 
35 years in business.
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the chance to sign up to a regular 
newsletter that outlines our latest 
offers and promotions.”
Positive communication with 
customers is why the high 
standards delivered by the 
staff at Killeen Hardware are 
so important. Visiting the 
impressive location, it is obvious 
to customers that all staff are 
well-trained and knowledgeable 
in their specialist areas but, 
more importantly, they are 
approachable and helpful. 
“We’re here to work with 
customers, not just to get a 
sale,” added David. “A lot of our 
business comes through word of 
mouth, so we go the extra mile to 
make sure customers are happy.”

The knowledgeable and 
attentive team of staff is 
kept on their toes at Killeen 

Hardware.
With a constantly evolving 
product range, the team works 
closely with suppliers and 
manufacturers to ensure they 
have the information to advise 
customers properly and offer the 
best solutions. Long service is the 
norm for staff at Killeen Hardware 
and that has created a family 
atmosphere within the family-run 
company. 
Kenneth Hughes, who established 
the company in 1983, remains 
involved in some aspects of the 
business alongside his son, Philip. 
The third generation is now also 

involved, with Philip’s son, David, 
recently joining the company.
As a family-run company, building 
trust with customers is essential, 
and that virtue is displayed by 
the staff, who collectively work 
together to provide customers 
with competitively-priced 
solutions. 
With the firm foundations already 
in place, the company continues 
to plan ahead for the future.
“We have reinvested in our 
website and our product range 
online continues to grow, which 
allows customers to order 
online for a convenient service,” 
explained David Hughes. 
“We have a growing presence on 
Facebook and offer customers 

LONG-SERVING STAFF AT KILLEEN HARDWARE PROVIDE EXPERT ADVICE 
AND GUIDANCE TO CUSTOMERS…

Knowledgeable staff are here to help

Killeen Hardware, 1 Killycopple Road, Armagh, BT60 2AG. T: 028 3752 2317
www.killeenhardware.co.uk
Opening hours: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5.30pm. Saturday - 8.30am - 1pm.
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With the long hot summer and 
the continuing development 
of brownfield land, our flood 

resilience continues to raise tensions 
across householders, insurers, councils 
and the Environment Agency. One thing 
is for sure - surface water run-off needs 
to be addressed, with best practice 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
offering a solution which avoids using 
the overloaded sewerage system.
It’s a given that the more we urbanise 
the landscape, the less land we have 
for rainfall to be able to soak away into 
the ground. One solution to the flash 
flood issue is to manage rainwater 
where it falls, reducing the demand 
on built drainage and the sewerage 
infrastructure.
Taking a SuDS approach to managing 
water, housebuilders and developers 
can manage the risk of surface flooding 
by integrating these solutions into 
developments, whilst at the same time 
influencing other aspects of the site and 
reducing impermeable areas wherever 
possible.
Sustainable drainage mimics natural 
drainage processes by allowing 
rainfall to soak into the ground where 
possible or by delaying discharges. 
Reducing both the volume and rate 
of surface water run-off to sewers and 
watercourses, this helps to improve 
water quality, ecology and amenity 
value of watercourses.  It is important, 
however, to remember that there is no 
single drainage solution for any one site. 
There are a number of options, from 
natural above ground SuDS solutions 
including swales, detention ponds, 
basins and permeable surfaces, to 
engineered solutions such as concrete 
culverts, plastic pipes, attenuation tanks 
and soakaways.
Faced with rising costs and stricter 
deadlines, modularisation is growing in 
popularity as contractors look to find 
the next generation of efficient and 

economical products and systems. 
Due to the numerous benefits both 
on- and off-site, underground modular 
geocellular units, such as StormCrate 
from Brett Martin Plumbing and 
Drainage, have become an increasingly 
popular choice at every stage of the 
supply chain, from the architect and 
specifier to the contractor and client. 

MODULAR APPROACH
Weighing in at only 18kg per module 
and measuring 1200mm x 600mm x 
420mm, the StormCrate modular units 
can be easily lifted by hand and then 
laid or stacked in rows. The units are 
suitable for a range of applications 
including residential, commercial and 
industrial projects.
StormCrates can either be wrapped in 
a geotextile which allows stored water 
to slowly seep into the surrounding 
ground and back into the water table; 
or a more common practice, wrapped 
in an impermeable geomembrane to 
create a sealed underground tank. The 
outlet from this tank is then controlled 
to facilitate a slow release of the stored 

water back into the drainage system 
over a longer period.
Manufactured from recycled plastic, 
StormCrates have a high void ratio of 
95% which means that the units are 
highly-efficient at storing up to 300 
litres of water in the event of heavy 
rains. If inspectability is required for 
future maintenance, then Brett Martin 
can offer StormCrate Inspect Crates. 
There are no limits on the use and 
design of the surface over the system 
and StormCrates may be successfully 
installed under parking areas, 
driveways and landscaped areas. 
Hot dry summers, wetter winters 
and intensive showers are now the 
norm in our changing climate, which 
is why engineered solutions, such 
as StormCrate from Brett Martin 
Plumbing and Drainage, can work 
in association with traditional SuDS 
solutions to provide effective flood 
protection for both the short and long 
term.
To find out about the complete range 
of Brett Martin StormCrate drainage 
solutions visit www.brettmartin.com

STORMCRATE FROM BRETT MARTIN PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE ARE EASY TO FIT AND 
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE…

SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

Reduce flood risk with SuDS
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Business is booming at MacBlair 
Civils. With an extensive range of 
products specifically for the civils 

sector, branch manager Tom Dunn and 
the rest of the civils team are proving 
just why this branch of MacBlair is 
considered one of the leading civils 
specialist in the country. 
The branch stocks a vast array 
of products for civils, including 
environmental protection, line and 
building drainage, waterproofing, all 
types of castings and manholes, water 
treatment tanks, separators and street 
furniture. Alumasc rainwater systems 
and rainwater harvesting are also 
currently proving popular with clients. 
Both large schemes and smaller works 
are ensuring that the team at MacBlair 

Civils is kept busy. “Our civils side of 
the business is very project-driven. 
Customers are coming in for very 
specific products, requiring technical 
expertise. That’s where we come in,” 
said Tom Dunn, branch manager. All 
members of staff are well trained on 
the products available from MacBlair 
Civils. “I’ve been here two years and in 
that time, I feel like we’ve made great 
strides. We put a new team in place 
and we’ve ensured customer service is 
the top priority. It’s all going extremely 
well.” 
The branch is synonymous with high 
quality products and sound advice 
but is also known for its relationship 
with Aco. “We would be considered 
country-wide specialists in Aco line 

drainage products. We certainly have 
the biggest range and we have the in-
house technical expertise to back that 
up. Civils contractors tend to gravitate 
towards us for that reason.”
As with all MacBlair branches, 
customer service is number one. “A 
happy customer comes back; we have 
a huge amount of repeat business. 
We strive to ensure our customers are 
dealt with quickly and efficiently. More 
often than not, if a customer is coming 
in for a product, it’s just a case of 
how quickly we can get the products 
to them or help them with a specific 
query. We’re known as the go to civils 
specialist in the country so customers 
come in to us for our expertise.” 
Three lorries on the road and one van 
ensure customers get their deliveries 
on time. “We have non-stop deliveries 
throughout the province from both 
our civils hub in Boucher and our wider 
branch network. It’s all about ensuring 
the customer receives the highest 
quality customer service and benefits 
from our wide range of products at all 
times.” 
Download a copy of our extensive civils 
catalogue from Macblair.com, where 
you will also find a comprehensive 
range of technical datasheets and 
additional supplier literature.  Or 
simply pick up a copy at your local 
branch.

TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
AND A VAST RANGE OF 
SPECIALISED PRODUCTS 
ENSURE REPEAT BUSINESS 
AT MACBLAIR CIVILS…

COMPANY NEWS

THE FULL
PACKAGE

MacBlair Civils, 4 Balmoral Road, Belfast, BT12 6QA. T 028 9055 1390
E: ask.@macblaircivils.com
www.macblair.com
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ULTRAFLO® HEMIHYDRATE 
LIQUID FLOOR SCREED
Ultraflo® is Ireland’s only ready mixed 
hemihydrate liquid floor screed. It is 
produced in RTU’s state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facilities (accredited to 
ISO 9001), ensuring a perfect screed 
every time.
As a hemihydrate calcium sulphate 
liquid floor screed, Ultraflo’s® unique 
properties make it an ideal solution for 
all domestic or commercial projects. 
Being a hemihydrate screed means it 
does not suffer from surface laitance 
(a scum/dust of material adhering to 
the top of the screed during the curing 
process) and therefore requires no 
buffing/grinding to the floor surface.
The advantages are enormous. 

Ultraflo® offers improved energy 
efficiency with underfloor heating. 
This is due to the fact that the 
heating pipes are encapsulated with 
Ultraflo® to a depth of only 50mm 
compared to 100mm with non-
compacted sand and cement screed. 
Ultraflo® therefore allows enhanced 
thermal control with underfloor 
heating and overcomes heat lag 
commonly experienced with sand 
and cement screed, thus reducing 
energy costs. Ultraflo® also offers 
eco-friendly credentials. 
Ultraflo® has a proven track record 
of success over more than 10 years, 
with thousands of happy customers 
throughout Ireland. It is an affordable 
alternative to traditional sand and 

WITH OVER 20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY, RTU IS A MARKET LEADER IN THE 
SUPPLY OF READY MIXED CONCRETE, MORTAR, PLASTER AND SCREED, AS WELL AS THE 
UNIQUE PRODUCTS ULTRAFLO® AND EXPOSA®...

BUILDING PRODUCTS

cement screeds, creating a superior 
level finish. 
Tried, tested and trusted, Ultraflo® is 
the only choice and the perfect partner 
when installing underfloor heating.

EXPOSA® DECORATIVE 
CONCRETE
A highly durable range of decorative 
concrete which can be used as an 
alternative to traditional paving, 
asphalt, tarmac and loose gravel, 
Exposa® is a first choice for any hard 
landscaping project. Durable, practical, 
safe and flexible, with a slip resistant 
finish, Exposa® is ideal for residential 
driveways, patios, and footpaths as 
well as commercial applications in large 
pedestrianised zones.
With a natural aggregate finish, Exposa® 
has the durability and structural integrity 
of concrete. It is designed to withstand 
heavy traffic and extremes of weather 
without deterioration. With the added 
benefit of a low maintenance finish, 
both the flexibility of the product and 
the variety of colours of finish on offer 
allow designers and architects alike to 
be as bold or subtle in their design as 
required.
For more information please visit 
www.rtu.co.uk or call the sales team 
on 028 9085 1441, Option 2.   

Exposa®, Tuscan Pebble on a residential driveway. Exposa® Autumn Sunset at Galgorm Resort & Spa.

RTU has it covered inside and out

Installation of Ultraflo®.
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SOURCED FROM OVER 10 CONTINENTS, STONEPAVE WENT THE EXTRA MILE ON THE 
LOGISTICALLY CHALLENGING LUAS CROSS CITY PROJECT…

Transforming Dublin City

One of the most complex and 
significant projects to have 
been undertaken in Ireland 

for several years, the Luas Cross City 
has completely transformed Dublin’s 
transport system. 
Running along 13 stops over 5.9km, 
the linking up of the Luas Red and 
Green Lines cost €4.5million to build 
and was delivered on schedule. 
With the largest granite supply contract 
in the history of the Irish State specified 
for the project, materials of the highest 
grade were a necessity for the build. 
The stone utilised on the project was 
specified by Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII) and was chosen to satisfy 
the requirements of the local heritage 
encountered throughout the length of 
the scheme. Materials were approved 
over a six-month period to ensure the 
stone blended in with the surrounding 
environment.
Stonepave, a part of the outHaus 
Group, provided the huge and varied 
amount of stone that was required for 
Luas Cross City. Over 2,000 containers 
were shipped into outHaus over a 
two-month period, a contract that 
included 5,000sqm of Spanish Azul 
Platino granite in a mix of paving 

and carriageway setts. This particular 
material was chosen for its similarity 
to the existing Azul Platino which was 
supplied through the same source 
about 10 years previously. Praised 
by TII as ‘a perfect match’, the new 
granite blends seamlessly with the 
existing material and proved an 
excellent choice.
Stonepave sourced 20 stone types 
from over 10 continents, from China 
North and South, India, Portugal, 
Spain, Finland and Ireland (Irish 
Granite). The contract included 1,200 
linear metres of Azul Platino kerbs, 
9,000sqm of European 120mm deep 
Mid Grey cropped carriageway setts 
and Eagle Red and Rosa Porihno 
granite paving’s and tactiles. 
Approximately 16,000sqm of 65mm 
silver granite flags were also supplied 
by Stonepave, along with 5,000 linear 
metres of oversized roadside kerbs 
and black granite tactile paving’s, to 
mention just a few.
As the project had very low storage 
capabilities, orders were despatched 
daily to ensure it stayed on track 
with as many as 10 deliveries across 
a multitude of stops taking place per 
day. All materials were offloaded, 

stored and distributed in as little as 
one tonne consignments by Stonepave. 
Installation of some Portuguese 
carriageway setts were also undertaken 
by the company. An extremely 
logistically challenging project, 
Stonepave proved why it’s the go-to 
provider of hard landscaping solutions 
to local authority, commercial and 
domestic markets across the globe. 

For more information on the stone 
used on this project, contact 
distributor Stonepave on  
(0) 1455 2222 88,  
e-mail enquiries@stonepave.co.uk  
or visit www.stonepave.co.uk.

Developer:  
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Architect: O’Connor Sutton Cronin 
Landscape Architects:  
Brady Shipman Martin. 
Contractor: Sisk Steconfer JV (SSJV)

PROJECT TEAM...
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ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
AND EARLY PREPARATION 
WORK ENSURE THIS NEW 
LUXURY HOTEL IN THE 
HEART OF BELFAST OPENS 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE… g

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Belfast
City
Maldron
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The four-star hotel is located 
in the heart of Belfast’s Linen 
Quarter and includes a restaurant 
and bar amenities, five meeting 
rooms and conference facilities. 
Yet even before work on 
the 13-storey building could 
commence, the project team 
had a number of challenges 
to overcome. Firstly, ensuring 
the work didn’t affect the 
neighbouring Blackstaff 
Chambers required the use 
of best practice construction 
techniques. Following a pre-
condition survey by Wayne 
Storey Associates, McAleer & 
Rushe installed tilt and vibration 
monitors on this historical 
building which alerted the team 

McAleer & Rushe has, in 
recent years, developed 
its reputation across the 

water with award-winning projects 
in Great Britain, and that expertise 
was used to full effect on the new 
Belfast City Maldron.
The County Tyrone-based 
contractor is considered as a 
pioneer after it reacted to a 
downturn in the local market 
to establish itself as one of the 
UK’s largest design and build 
construction companies. Part 
of that success has been within 
the niche markets of hotels and 
student accommodation – both of 
which form an integral part of this 
project.
With site restrictions within a 

busy city-centre location coupled 
with heritage and building 
considerations for neighbouring 
buildings alongside the notorious 
challenges of Belfast’s ground 
conditions, McAleer & Rushe 
faced a series of challenges on 
this project. Yet the company took 
it all in its stride, completing the 
Maldron Hotel six weeks ahead of 
schedule.
The project involved the 
demolition of the existing Belfast 
Metropolitan College building 
and forms part of a mixed-
use development comprising 
a 237-bedroom hotel for the 
Maldron brand, as well as a 476-
bed student accommodation block 
for Queen’s University, Belfast.

McALEER & RUSHE FINISHES THIS PRESTIGIOUS NEW HOTEL A STUNNING SIX 
WEEKS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“We officially attained project completion on the day 
the hotel opened, which is practically unheard of.”
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six weeks ahead of schedule. In 
fact, we officially attained project 
completion on the day the hotel 
opened, which is practically 
unheard of.
The adjoining student 
accommodation was treated as 
a separate project, with work on 
that set to be completed in early 
August. 
“We had to decide whether or 
not to treat this as one combined 
project or separately. It was a big 
call but it proved to be the right 
decision.
“We pride ourselves on our 
attention to detail and having 
worked on some major hotels and 
student accommodation projects 
in the UK and Ireland, we were 
delighted to be able to showcase 
what we can do a bit closer to 
home,” concluded Brendan, who 
is now working on a substantial 
extension to McAleer & Rushe’s 
head office in Cookstown.

to any excessive movement. This 
led to a new underpinning system 
being put in place that utilised 
the existing piles by replacing 
their rotten pile heads. 
This was just one of a number of 
additional preparatory works that 
McAleer & Rushe had to put in 
place at the early stages of the 
project.
Brendan Ward, Project Manager 
at McAleer & Rushe, explained, 
“In addition to our monitoring 
of the Blackstaff Chambers, 
neighbours in the vicinity include 
the Attorney General’s office and 
InvestNI. With such limited access 
on the site, we had to put in a 
lot of effort to ensure we had an 
effective plan in place to keep the 
work running smoothly.
“We had two permanent cranes 
on site and had to close one lane 
to traffic, plus regular deliveries 
to the site, so before work 
started I personally visited all 

the local businesses to introduce 
myself and explain what we 
were planning. We kept that 
communication open throughout, 
and that proved vital.”
This attention to detail allowed 
the company to overcome a 
significant early setback and 
quickly get back on track.
“Getting the building out of the 
ground was probably our biggest 
challenge,” added Brendan. “As 
with any contract in Belfast, it can 
be difficult to predict the ground 
conditions until you get into the 
job. We had to redesign our 
original plans and this led to early 
delays.
“But the concrete frame is an area 
of expertise for us and we quickly 
got back on schedule, putting 
up a floor every two weeks. 
Aside from the early setbacks, 
we pretty much remained on 
schedule throughout, and with 
a final effort were able to open 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

HEAD OFFICE: 17-19 Dungannon Road, Cookstown, BT80 8TL.
T: +44 (0) 28 8676 3741
info@mcaleer-rushe.co.uk
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Client: Dalata Hotel Group
Project value: £20m
Main contractor: McAleer & Rushe
Architect: Consarc Design Group
Electrical contractor: O’Hanlon & Farrell
Mechanical contractor: Sharpe Mechanical

PROJECT TEAM...
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“We take a lot of time to assess a site and try to have 
plans in place to combat any issues we discover.”
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and dust reduction was a major 
consideration throughout 
the works,” explained Una 
McCormack, Director, 
McCormack Demolition. “In our 
line of work, health and safety 
is a major priority but it has an 
added emphasis when you are 
working in such a public area. 
That is where our experience in 
working on projects such as this 
across the UK comes to the fore. 
Liaison with statutory authorities 
was critical so that roads could 
be closed and working hours 
extended to ensure a safe work 
environment.”
Eamon Deery, Contracts 
Manager, explained the process 

With extensive experience 
built up over 30 
years in the industry, 

there is little that McCormack 
Demolition has to learn and 
that was demonstrated on the 
Maldron Hotel which involved the 
dismantling and demolition of 
the former Belfast Metropolitan 
College building. McCormack 
Demolition was appointed by 
MAR Group to carefully demolish 
the former Belfast Metropolitan 
College and to clear the site, to 
make way for the new Maldron 
Hotel construction.
In addition to the dismantling 
and demolition of the 10-storey, 
city centre building, McCormack 

Demolition undertook the 
specialist asbestos removal work 
on this building. This element of 
works was completed in advance 
of full structural strip out of the 
building. 
In a city centre location close to 
the central transport hub and 
within a popular tourist area, this 
project required a high level of 
planning before the team moved 
on site. 
“We were working in a really 
busy area, with neighbouring 
buildings that included the BBC, 
Invest NI, public car parks and 
office buildings as well as two 
nearby hotels. Environmental 
management including noise 

McCORMACK DEMOLITION PROVIDES A LESSON IN DISMANTLING, 
DEMOLITION AND ASBESTOS REMOVAL AT FORMER BELFAST 
METROPOLITAN COLLEGE…

DEMOLITION CONTRACTOR
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McCormack Demolition, Park House, 56 Trench Road, Mallusk, 
Newtownabbey, BT36 4TY. T: 028 9084 8381
E: info@mccormackdemolition.co.uk - www.mccormackdemolition.co.uk
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of detailed structural assessment and subsequent 
planning to enable the safe dismantling of the upper 
floors of the building. ‘We worked closely with our 
Structural Engineers to investigate the building and to 
implement a stabilisation system which allowed us to 
carefully dismantle the upper floors. Much of the internal 
demolition / dismantling was undertaken using Brokk 
robotic remote demolition plant and machinery. Once 
reduced in height the demolition method changed to 
high reach using a specialised high reach excavator 
capable of safely demolishing from eight storeys 
downwards. Safety of site personnel and the general 
public was paramount throughout the works.”
“We are the first contractors on site, so the pressure is 
on us to get our work finished on schedule, to enable 
construction to get underway,” said Eamonn McCormack, 
Managing Director. “The Belfast City Maldron project 
was quite unusual and complex in nature, however 
with full support from MAR Group, we embraced the 
challenge and demonstrated our ability to complete the 
works safely. It was a privilege for McCormack Demolition 
to be involved in this development in our home city. We 
have extensive experience of working in urban settings 
and on complex projects that require a bespoke solution, 
and we were delighted to be able to showcase this on 
the Maldron Hotel site.”

McCORMACK DEMOLITION OFFERS A 
RANGE OF SERVICES, INCLUDING:
• CONSULTANCY - A no obligation 
demolition consultancy and estimating 
service.
• DEMOLITION - McCormack Demolition 
has experience of working on all types of 
demolition projects, ranging from private 
housing sites to retail, industrial and 
commercial premises, including high rise 
buildings.
• REMOTE DEMOLITION - Using robotic 
plant.
• ASBESTOS - In addition to pre-demolition 
surveys, the company provides licensable 
and non-licensable asbestos removal works 
in full compliance with relevant legislation.
All works are completed in accordance 
with current legislation and with industry 
best practice. In terms of environmental 
practice ‘sustainability’ is key in our waste 
management practices and processes. 
McCormack Demolition is committed to 
minimising waste going to landfill. 

BESPOKE SERVICES...



62 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

O’Hanlon & Farrell 
Electrical has plenty of 
experience in the hotel 

sector across the UK and Ireland 
and that was showcased at the 
new Belfast City Maldron.
The leading electrical contractor 
has a long established relationship 
with main contractor, McAleer 
& Rushe, in the past and also 
completed Maldron Hotels at 
Kevin Street in Dublin and in 
Cardiff, so was well versed in 
the demands of this project. The 
company also has experience of 
working for other leading hotel 
brands in the UK and Ireland, 
including Holiday Inn, Jury’s, 
Hilton (including the Hampton by 
Hilton brand), IBIS, Premier Inn 
and Crowne Plaza while O’Hanlon 
& Farrell Electrical has also 
completed work at the prestigious 
Connaught Hotel, Mayfair, 
London.
O’Hanlon & Farrell Electrical 
has maintained a reputation for 

bespoke electrical solutions for 
over 30 years and, with every 
project, the company tailored the 
electrical solution to meet the 
needs of this specific project.
Working closely with McAleer & 
Rushe and the client, the Dalata 
Hotel Group, O’Hanlon & Farrell 
Electrical yet again proved it 
is at the heart of every build 
by completing the electrical 
installation for the 237 bedrooms 
and the communal and 
circulation areas within the new 
hotel. This included a complete 
fire and security system as well as 
lighting solutions in line with the 
Maldron brand.
The expert team played an 
integral role in ensuring the new 
hotel opened six weeks ahead 
of schedule, with the company’s 
‘can-do’ attitude coming to the 
fore at every stage of the project.
From initial design and planning, 
through to value engineering 
for cost effectiveness, efficient 

programming, co-ordinating, on-
site resourcing and final project 
hand-over, O’Hanlon & Farrell 
strives to deliver best in industry 
solutions and results.
“After working on so many hotel 
projects in the UK we were 
delighted to be able to put 
this knowledge and expertise 
to good use in Belfast,” said 
Gavin McAleese, Contract 
Manager, O’Hanlon & Farrell. 
“Working on such a restricted 
site in the city centre and within 
a tight timeframe adds to the 
challenges, but our people pride 
themselves on having strong 
communication, planning and 
deliverable skills, which are 
essential to keeping a project 
running smoothly.
“With significant experience of 
delivering high value, complex 
and tightly programmed projects, 
we take a proactive approach to 
provide cost effective, innovative 
and state of the art solutions.”

O’HANLON & FARRELL SHOWCASES EXTENSIVE HOTEL EXPERIENCE TO 
PLAY AN INTEGRAL PART IN THIS SUCCESSFUL PROJECT…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

O’Hanlon & Farrell Electrical, 7A-E Springhill Road, Carnbane Industrial Estate, 
Newry, BT35 6EF. T: 028 3026 9213 – E: info@ohanlonfarrell.com

www.ohanlonfarrell.com
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McAleer & Rushe and CB 
Contracts (NI) Ltd again 
teamed up to complete 

the flooring and painting works 
for them at the new Belfast City 
Maldron in Belfast.
This hotel sits alongside the 
new McClintock Student 
Accommodation, which is also 
being completed by McAleer 
& Rushe. As a key client of the 
company, CB Contracts is also 
carrying out the painting works in 
time for the new student intake 
in September.
The Maldron Hotel bedrooms, 
meeting rooms and corridors 
were completed with Ulster 
Carpets and the back of house 
 and ancillary rooms were 
completed with Forbo Vinyl. 
Dulux was used throughout on 
the wall and ceiling finishes. CB 

Contracts (NI) Ltd is a Dulux 
Contract Trade Partner, which 
is an exclusive network that 
aims to deliver the best quality 
commercial decorating in the 
business. 
Colin Bunting, Commercial 
Director, CB Contracts, said, 
“We want to thank Peter Coyle 
and the McAleer & Rushe team 
for their support throughout this 
project and to the CB Contracts 
team for delivering another 
project on programme.”
As a painting, flooring and 
hygienic finishes contractor, 
CB Contracts remains the only 
national sub-contractor in the UK 
to offer flooring and painting as a 
dual trade. 
With extensive experience on a 
variety of construction projects 
undertaken over a number of 

years, CB Contracts observed 
that, so often, the various finishing 
trades all worked against one 
another - particularly if tight 
deadlines had to be met. To 
resolve that problem, the company 
took the innovative step of 
combining two services - painting 
and flooring - with the intention 
that they should work together to 
reduce waste, and unproductive 
overlap. The decision proved the 
right one, particularly as it also 
gives the company an edge in 
efficiency and in pricing. 
As a leading painting, flooring 
and hygienic finishes contractor, 
CB Contracts can tender for all 
contracts either as a combined 
package or as separate services. 
Regardless, clients receive the 
same high standards and attention 
to detail.

CB CONTRACTS (NI) LTD AGAIN PROVED THE PERFECT PARTNERS FOR KEY 
CLIENT, McALEER & RUSHE…

FLOORING

CB Contracts (NI) Ltd, Unit B1, 52 Sydenham Business Park, 
19 Heron Road, Belfast. T: 028 9073 2926 - E: info@cbcontracts.com
www.cbcontracts.com
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The latest figures from the 
Northern Ireland Construction 
Bulletin should be seen as a 

stark warning, according to two of the 
industry’s leading bodies.
Both the CEF and the RSUA have 
stated their alarm at the latest statistics 
which show a fall in construction 
activity in the first quarter of the year.
The latest edition of the Northern 
Ireland Construction Bulletin by 
the Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency (NISRA) provides 
a general measure of change in real 
terms in the output of the construction 
industry in Northern Ireland. Key 
findings include: 

• The total volume of construction 
output in the first quarter of 2018 
decreased by 6.5% compared with Q4 
2017 and was 6.1% lower compared to 
the same quarter in 2017. This latest 
decrease followed four quarters in 
which the level of construction output 
has been broadly consistent.

• The decrease in the overall output in 
Q1 2018 from the previous quarter was 
accounted for by an 11.8% decrease in 
‘Repair and Maintenance’ and a 6.7% 
decrease in ‘New Work’. 

• In Q1 2018, there were decreases in 
‘Other Work’ (9.1%), ‘Infrastructure’ 
(7.5%) and ‘Housing’ (3.1%) compared 
to the previous quarter.
The figures are based on returns 
from construction firms and Public 
Sector bodies carrying out their own 
construction activity in Northern 
Ireland for the period January 1 to 
March 31, 2018.
 
Construction Employers Federation 
Managing Director, John Armstrong, 
said, “This alarming publication is yet 
more evidence, as if it were needed, 
of an industry suffering as a direct 
consequence of Northern Ireland’s 

political impasse. The lack of leadership 
and abdication of responsibility that the 
past 18 months has seen is now clearly 
impacting on the levels of Public Sector 
work coming to the market as well as 
the confidence of the private sector with 
regard to investing in new development. 
“Looking purely at the Public Sector 
spend, these figures clearly show 
that, even though the Executive 
Department’s capital budgets have 
been on the rise, the lack of Ministerial 
authority and accountability has left civil 
servants increasingly unable to progress 
works. Importantly, this slowdown 
in activity encompasses not just the 
large-scale Flagship projects that get so 
much attention, but also the smaller to 
mid-sized education, health and housing 
works which are the lifeblood of local 
contractors, their employees and their 
supply chains. 
“While Brexit completely consumes our 
political discourse, this survey is a pretty 
stark reminder of the actual reality of 
what contractors are having to deal with 
day to day.” 
The RSUA has highlighted how the 
Northern Ireland figures are a stark 
contrast to the more positive indications 

in the other parts of Ireland and the 
UK. 
RSUA Director, Ciarán Fox, said: 
“The significant fall in private sector 
construction activity in Northern 
Ireland is another alarm bell for the 
wider economy. It suggests that 
Brexit and the absence of devolved 
Government has knocked private 
sector confidence and that investment 
is being held back as a result.
“Whilst Public Sector output has held 
up well over the last year we have 
serious concerns about the next 12 
months due to uncertainty over which 
publicly funded projects are going to 
proceed to design stage and then on 
to site. It is now vitally important that 
Public Sector clients provide specific 
details of which construction projects 
can proceed without Ministerial 
approval and which ones cannot.”
On a more positive note, Ciarán 
added, “Despite the uncertainty in 
the local market, employment in the 
construction sector is up 8 per cent 
over the 12 months to Q1 2018. This 
is most likely due to the continued 
success of local businesses in winning 
work outside Northern Ireland.”

LATEST INDUSTRY STATISTICS MAKE FOR DIFFICULT READING…

Warning signs
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As we become older, our 
hearing is often affected as 
part of the ageing process 

and we lose the ability to hear high 
frequency sounds. Children can 
typically hear or sense sounds at 
20,000 Hz, whereas many people 
aged 85 cannot hear 8,000 Hz and so 
have lost a huge part of their range 
of hearing. In a noisy environment 
it is difficult to pick out speech and 
understand conversation; this is 
isolating, increases anxiety and can 
become distressing.
For many people with dementia the 
ability to filter sound disappears. 
Sound is often experienced as a 
cacophony of constant background 
noise to which people are extremely 
sensitive. Noise has been shown 
to increase stress levels, anxiety, 
confusion, blood pressure, heart rate 
and fatigue. In addition, people with 
Alzheimer’s disease can experience 
perceptual problems, which means 
they can misinterpret some things 
they see or hear.
However, we must remember 
that not all sound is ‘bad’; whilst a 
recent study found a link between 
high noise levels and ‘unwanted 
behaviour’ in people with dementia, 
pleasant sounds were found to be 
‘positively stimulating’. It concluded 
that good acoustics should be ‘one 
of the key architectural efforts in 
care environments for people with 
dementia’. Sounds of nature are 
often felt to be calming, music is 
used to aid memory and positively 
affect mood while ordinary day to day 
sounds can be used to gives clues to 
events. For example, the sound of 
laying the table reminds people that 
lunch is going to be served.

POOR ACOUSTICS IN A BUILDING CAN HAVE A DETRIMENTAL IMPACT ON PEOPLE WITH 
DEMENTIA. HERE, SAINT-GOBAIN ECOPHON LOOKS AT SOME OF THE EFFECTS OF NOISE 
AND HOW THE SOUND ENVIRONMENT CAN BE IMPROVED…

ACOUSTICS

The impact of noise on people 
with dementia
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We can help improve the sound 
environment by: 

• Zoning - keeping unwelcome 
noise sources as far as possible from 
quiet areas. Including differentiating 
between private and public space and 
keeping them separated.

• Using materials that allow the 
building envelope (i.e. walls, doors, 
windows, floors and roof) to block out 
intrusive external noise especially in 
quiet rooms and bedrooms. 

• Providing a quiet room, with low 
levels of background noise using 
sound absorbent products. This will aid 
relaxation, help hearing and create an 
enabling environment for people to 
process information.

• Controlling reverberation (echo) 
and improving speech clarity with the 
additon of sound absorbent products 
especially in communal areas such as 
lounges and dining rooms. 

• Considering and affecting the room 
acoustic implications of open plan 
design (as larger open plan spaces 
are often noisy and allow sound to 
travel).

• Considering the acoustic 
implications of furnishing and finishes. 
Sofas and carpet give a different 
acoustic ‘feel’ to wood flooring and 
hard chairs.  

• Providing high levels of sound 
insulation between rooms so that 
people outside of a room cannot 
be heard inside a quiet area. It is 
important in bedrooms that residents 
are not kept awake by noise from 
adjacent spaces or that people hear 
a voice in a corridor and think it is 
someone in their room. Doors are 
sometimes a weak point for sound 
insulation and allow sound to travel. 

• Improving visibility to help people 
with hearing loss who rely more on 
visual clues.

ALAN CRAMPTON
Regional Manager, Scotland & 
Ireland
T: 07979 703421
E: alan.crampton@ecophon.co.uk

SIOBHAN McGUINNESS
Area Manager, RoI
T: 00353 87 918 9149
E: siobhan.mcguinness@ecophon.ie

ANDREW ACHESON
Area Manager, NI
T: 07717 538983
E: andrew.acheson@ecophon.co.uk

ANDREW DUFFY
Project Specification Manager, RoI
T: 00353 86 784 3722
E: andrew.duffy@ecophon.ie

W: www.ecophon.co.uk 

ACOUSTICS
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Incorporating fire protection 
into the planning stage of any 
construction project is crucial. 

Building materials must be 
assessed individually to ensure 
they sufficiently resist heat and 
meet statutory requirements 
relating to ignitability, fire 
propagation and surface spread 
of flame.  
When considering dry wall 
applications for partitions, floors 
and ceilings, fire resistance 
should rank as highly as sound 
insulation and impact resistance. 
Fermacell Gypsum Fibreboard 
is a high-performance, multi-
purpose building board made 
from recycled materials, 
offering a superior alternative 
to plasterboard, due to its 
wide range of applications that 
combine excellent levels of 
resistance against fire, sound and 
impact.  
A single layer partition of 12.5mm 
Fermacell can achieve 60 minutes 
resistance to fire with the addition 
of stone wool. By combining 
Fermacell’s flooring solutions with 
its ceiling systems, superior fire 
protection can be achieved from 
above and below the structure of 
a room.
Fermacell can also be used as a 

passive fire protection material to 
timber frame constructions whilst 
they are under construction.
For residential buildings, 
Fermacell has a single skin 
solution for spandrel panels 
made up of only one 15 mm 
sheet in replace of two sheets 
of plasterboard. This not only 
reduces the costs and turnaround 
time of the programme, but 
significantly reduces any chance 
of damage during installation due 
to the high density of fermacell 
gypsum fibreboard. 
Fermacell’s dry lining solutions all 
carry Class 0 classification under 
the UK’s ‘reaction to fire’ and ‘fire 
resistance regulations’. The board 
is also certified with Euroclass 
A2, the highest performance 
level under EU rules surrounding 
appropriately tested gypsum 
wallboards. 
The durability of Fermacell’s range 
of dry lining solutions means 
they can be integrated within a 
timber or steel structure. The level 
of fire protection provided will 
depend on the height of the walls 
and if there is insulation present. 
Fermacell is able to react to given 
design requirements and can 
tailor solutions for walls up to 10 
metres, 12 metres and higher.  

Combining convenience with 
versatility and safety is at the 
heart of Fermacell’s ethos. 
This is supported by the firm’s 
commitment to assess the 
blueprint of each project it has 
been specified for and the ability 
to calculate the best possible 
levels of fire resistance that can 
be achieved. Where a number 
of dry lining boards aren’t 
versatile enough to provide 
superior performance in certain 
settings, Fermacell prides itself 
on the ability to closely gauge an 
individual project and work out 
how the existing benefits of its 
solutions can be combined and 
exceeded.
For more information about 
Fermacell visit 
www.fermacell.co.uk

FERMACELL GYPSUM FIBREBOARD IS A HIGH-PERFORMANCE, MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING 
BOARD THAT OFFERS A SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE TO PLASTERBOARD…

FIRE RESISTANCE 

Do you have a fire resistant solution? 

“Fermacell 

prides 

itself on 

the ability 

to closely 

gauge an 

individual 

project.”
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  The CEF has highlighted 
that, as agreed by CIFNI earlier 
this year, from September 1, 
2018, all appropriate building, 
civil engineering, mechanical or 
electrical construction projects 
which have an estimated value 
below the current EU Threshold 
of £4.5m and are procured by one 
of the CPD Construction CoPEs 
(ie Construction Division or Health 
Projects Division) will have a 
shortlist generated by the use of a 
Dynamic Shortlisting System.
The use of the DSS will be broadly 
based on the CPD-Health Projects 
Register of Contractors and it will 
initially be piloted for a 12-month 
period, during which time its 
operation will be monitored and 
reported on by CIFNI. These 
reports will be used to inform 
and revise the approach to be 
adopted in relation to the DSS in 
the longer term.
During the 12-month pilot period, 
the DSS will not be used by any 
other construction CoPE apart 
from the CPD Construction 
CoPEs. Contractors currently 
listed on the CPD-Health Projects 
Register of Contractors will be 
migrated to the DSS. 
An application process for 
contractors currently not listed 
will also be published on 
eTendersNI in advance of 1 
September 2018.
For more information, e-mail 
ProcurementStandards.cpd@
finance-ni.gov.uk 

  The Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) – the 
world’s largest and most influential professional 
body for construction management and leadership 
- raised £2,165.00 for the Northern Ireland 
Hospice at its recent annual dinner event at 
the Hilton Hotel in Belfast. The NI Hospice is a 
local charity offering specialist respite, symptom 
management and end of life ‘palliative’ care to 
over 3,500 babies, children and adults each year. 
Included in the photo are Jonathan Lamberton, 
NI Hospice Corporate Engagement Executive; 

Julie Fitzsimmons, CIOB Membership Services and Events Co-ordinator for the CIOB 
Belfast Hub; and Gary Blair FCIOB, Vice-Chairman of the CIOB Belfast Hub. 
For further information on the CIOB visit www.ciob.org

Grosvenor House hotel in London on 
October 24, 2018.
This year is the 40th anniversary of 
the Construction Manager of the Year 
Awards, run by the CIOB every year 
since 1978.
The awards celebrate extraordinary 
individuals who go above and beyond 
to deliver buildings that make a positive 
impact on the lives of the people who 
use them.
The announcement of the finalists 
for each category follows a rigorous 
assessment process which sees the 
CMYA judges assess paper applications, 
as well as conducting site visits and 
panel interviews.
For more information on the 
CMYA and for the full shortlist, 
visit www.cmya.co.uk

  A number of nominees from Northern 
Ireland-based building contractors 
have been shortlisted for the Chartered 
Institute of Building (CIOB) Construction 
Manager of the Year Awards 2018.  
A total of 63 of the best construction 
managers in the UK have been named 
in the shortlists for nine categories – all 
hoping to follow in the footsteps of 
Margaret Conway of McAleer & Rushe, 
who last year became the first woman to 
win the coveted Construction Manager 
of the Year title. The shortlist of 
managers from Northern Ireland-based 
companies includes:

• John Campbell, McLaughlin &   
 Harvey - Primary Education
• Declan Doherty, Farrans -   
 Secondary Education
• Mel McMahon, Farrans -   
 Secondary Education
• Karl Jordan, Gilbert-Ash – Leisure
• Aidan McCarron, McAleer & 
 Rushe – Leisure 
• Eamonn Laverty, McAleer & 
 Rushe - Residential 
• Jamie Cassidy, McAleer & 
 Rushe – Office

They will be whittled down to a winner 
in each category, as well as one overall 
winner, when the awards are presented 
at a glittering ceremony at the 

PILOT SCHEME FOR 
COPES PROJECTS

MANAGERS MAKE 
CMYA SHORTLIST

DINNER RAISES OVER £2,000 FOR THE NI HOSPICE

Margaret Conway, McAleer & Rushe, winner of the 
2017 Construction Manager of the Year title. A 
number of managers from Northern Ireland-based 
companies have been shortlisted for the 40th 
anniversary awards in October.
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McArthur Hall, 
Methodist College, Belfast

A CHALLENGING REFURBISHMENT THAT UTILISED TRAIDTIONAL SKILLS 
ALONGSIDE AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH...
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Although Paul Devine and 
the team at Woodvale 
Construction knew that 

the refurbishment of McArthur 
Hall Methodist College would 
be a tricky job, it wasn’t until the 
contractor got stuck in that they 
realised just how complex it would 
be. 
The project consisted of the 
refurbishment of a Grade B Listed 
building which originally had been 
used as a dormitory building for 
boarding students. Woodvale 
Construction was tasked with the 
extensive repair of McArthur Hall, 
a job which would stabilise and 
prolong the life of the building, 
address various health and safety 
risks and essentially bring it back 

to life as a functioning part of the 
College. With several heritage 
projects under its belt, Woodvale 
was the perfect construction firm 
to take on this challenging project.  
The fact that much of the 
building’s interior was also Listed 
presented Woodvale with very 
specific challenges.
“Before starting any work, we 
carry out an extensive survey 
to ascertain what needed to be 
protected. Once that was done, 
we were able to carry out the 
non-structural demolitions which 
allowed us to assess the state 
of the upper floors,” said Paul 
Devine, Contract Manager at 
Woodvale. 
A significant discrepancy in 

floor levels required additional 
specialised work - “There was a 
springiness to the upper floors 
so we had to carry out a lot of 
work in order to bring some 
structural integrity into the floors 
while still protecting the ornate 
ceilings below us. It required 
very specialised work - we had to 
attach the listed ornate ceiling to 
the existing joisting using a resin 
bound fibreglass adhesive. We 
then bolted new secondary joists 
to add stability and help deal 
with the floor finish level issue. 
Additional steel beams tied and 
further supported the floor and 
finally we incorporated fire and 
acoustic measures within the floor 
make-up to meet DE and Building 

A HIGHLY COMPLEX REFURBISHMENT THAT REQUIRED THE SPECIALIST 
SKILLS OF WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION… 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“Watching the stonemasons applying their very particular expert 
skills, along with the other specialists, was a great privilege.”
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Control Regulations. What should 
have been a fairly straightforward 
task turned out to be an extremely 
complex job.”  
Woodvale also introduced an 
atrium area whereby the original 
building was wrapped around 
a courtyard. Demolition work 
in the internal courtyard has 
created a new stairwell access 
area, wrapped around on three 
different levels by a connecting 
corridor which has brought the 
entire outside area into use and 
flooded the building with light. 
Specialist stonework mosaic 
repairs to the front entrance porch 
were also required. 
“We ended up taking it off-site for 
repair work. It was in extremely 
poor disrepair but we managed 
to reinstate it and integrate it 
with the new ceramic tiles in the 
courtyard.”
A host of specialist sub-
contractors were employed 

to carry out traditional building 
tasks such as carving and lime 
pointing. The project also 
included restoration of stained 
glass features, parquet flooring, 
exterior brick and stonework and 
re-roofing. 
Another major challenge was 
the requirement for mechanical 
ventilation in every room of the 
building. This involved snaking 
extensive cross-section duct work 
from the plant room right through 
the entire building, including listed 
protected arches, walls, floors etc. 
“The amount of temporary 
structural work needed to achieve 
that was immense. A huge amount 
of coordination between all teams 
on site was required to make that 
happen, especially as we weren’t 
allowed open the windows!” 
As much of the original building 
material as possible, including roof 
slates, gutters and downpipes, was 
re-used. A lead tower which sits 

atop the College was in need 
of extensive repair. “All the 
lead had to be stripped off. We 
had one of the top guys in the 
country working on it; he spent at 
least 2,000 hours on the lantern. 
With a project like this, you take 
great pride in seeing old trades 
being reignited. Watching the 
stonemasons applying their very 
particular expert skills, along with 
the other specialists, was a great 
privilege.” 
Paul credits Site Manager Dermot 
Corrigan with maintaining an 
excellent relationship with the 
College throughout the build. 
“Dermot was key to the 
relationship we still have with the 
College. Eoghan, our student 
engineer, was also a great help to 
Dermot while Darragh McGlone 
was a great man to keep on top 
of the purse strings at Woodvale. 
This was a great project to have 
been involved in.”

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Woodvale Construction, Head Office, 59 Crevenagh Rd, Omagh, Co. Tyrone, BT79 0EX 
T: 028 8224 2622 - E: info@woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
W: www.woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
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Doorways – the new name 
for Moffett Thallon and 
MB Architectural – has 

a proven reputation of working 
on education projects and 
the company’s involvement at 
McArthur Hall showcases this 
perfectly.
As the leading distributor of 
flush, panel and specialist 
doors and associated second 
fix products to the construction 
industry in Northern Ireland, the 
company works in partnership 
with architects and contractors 
to provide regulation-compliant 
doors and door sets. 
That has proved particularly 
important on the growing number 
of education projects that 
Doorways has been involved in 
recently and highlighted by this 
project. 

“We have worked on education 
projects ranging from primary 
schools through to universities 
and we have also been involved 
in the growing number of 
new student accommodation 
blocks going up across Belfast,” 
explained Robert McNeill, 
Sales Manager. “Our dedicated 
specification service, combined 
with our extensive product range 
means we can match the style of 
the project and ensure that the 
latest regulations for both fire 
doors and associated hardware 
are met.” 
The wide-ranging expertise on 
offer is not only confined to the 
education sector. The company 
has experience of working 
alongside architects on a diverse 
range of projects to ensure that 
every product it specifies meets 

the correct certification and is fit 
for purpose. 
As well as working with market-
leading manufacturers, the 
company also has its own joinery 
workshop for bespoke designs. 
This combination provides a fast 
turnaround on orders, regardless 
of the requirement. 
With new systems in place, a 
personable approach, quick 
service, and an understanding 
of large commercial projects, 
Doorways ensures a smooth 
specification service. The team 
understands the construction 
of a door and the specification 
of ironmongery, and access 
control, so is perfectly positioned 
to advise on the key areas 
of functionality and quality. 
Doorways is certainly positioned 
as the one stop shop. 

DOORWAYS - A NEW NAME WITH A TRUSTED REPUTATION – CONTINUES TO 
DELIVER A GRADE A PERFORMANCE…

DOOR SUPPLIER

Doorways, 143 Northumberland Street, Belfast
T: 028 9032 2802  

www.doorways.co.uk

PROJECT IN FOCUS
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Successfully installing 
electrical services into a 
heritage building is no 

easy task. For Armagh-based 
firm Mac Electrics, previous 
experience working on buildings 
with historic value meant the firm 
was more than ready to take on 
the challenge. Full new electrical 
services throughout McArthur 
Hall were provided by the team 
at Mac Electrics. Everything 
from brand new switchgear 
right through to data, WIFI and 
interactive smartboards was 
needed to bring the building up 
to modern standards.
“The building was totally 
stripped back and was essentially 

just a shell. Our job was to bring 
the old building into the 21st 
century which was challenging as 
there were no dedicated service 
routes,” said Philip McBirney, 
Project Manager at Mac Electrics. 
Intertwining new services through 
a building that was built over 100 
years ago was a complex job. “A 
massive amount of coordination 
was required; we had to be 
mindful at all times that we were 
working within a listed building. 
We previously completed similar 
projects at Belfast Royal Academy, 
Bishops Palace Armagh and 
Kilmainham Goal Dublin which 
really stood to us on this project. 
We knew what was involved and 

from experience, we knew that 
on-site coordination was the only 
way we would deliver the job.” 
Both the main contractor and the 
client helped maintain momentum 
when challenges arose. “We’ve 
been on projects in the past 
where problems or challenges 
have slowed the job right down. 
That wasn’t the case on McArthur 
Hall.”
Mac Electrics and the team are 
delighted to have been involved 
with such a prestigious project. 
“It’s fantastic to see the building 
progress from a shell to what it 
is now. We’re delighted to put 
our name to the refurbishment of 
McArthur Hall.” 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES WERE EXPERTLY PROVIDED BY MAC ELECTRICS ON 
McARTHUR HALL…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Mac Electrics, Unit 43 – Armagh Business Centre, Loughgall Road, Armagh 
T: 028 37524 007 - E: admin@mac-electrics.com
www.mac-electrics.com
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Clarke Restoration,  
154 Eshnadarragh Rd, Lannaght, 
Roslea, Co Fermanagh, BT92 7LB 
T: 028 6775 1966 
E: info@clarkerestoration.co.uk 
W: www.clarkerestoration.co.uk

With responsibility 
for all the masonry 
work on the 

McArthur Hall project, Paul 
Clarke and the team at Clarke 
Restoration had a big job on 
their hands. All specialised 
brick and stone pointing and 
replacement was carried out 
by the firm, who is well used to 
working on heritage projects 
across the country. Clarke 
Restoration also looked after 
the cleaning of the building, 
a job which proved to be a 
significant undertaking. “The 
architects had specified a 
particular cleaning system 
but we introduced the Doff 

Steam System which we’ve 
used several times and they 
were happy with that. It’s an 
extremely efficient method of 
cleaning listed buildings,” said 
Paul Clarke.  
Clarke Restoration was also 
tasked with re-carving the front 
door detail, perhaps one of 
the most important elements 
of the refurbishment and one 
which highlights the company’s 
specialist skills. “This was a very 
intricate process consisting of 
both stonework and carving. 
Matching up with the original 
work was a painstaking job   
but the end result was well 
worth it.” 

EXPERT CLEANING AND CARVING FROM 
CLARKE RESTORATION HAS ALLOWED ORIGINAL 
FEATURES TO SHINE THROUGH…

MASONRY

Contract Tile & Stone (NI) Ltd, Unit 4a 
Tullygoonigan Ind. Est., 93 Moy Road, 
Armagh, BT61 8DR
T: 028 3752 6733 or 0771 898 6006
E: info@cts.ie www.cts.ie or 
www.contracttileandstone.co.uk

Based on its successful 
previous relationship 
with the main contractor, 

specialist tiling contractor 
Contract Tile & Stone was 
invited to tender for tiling 
work at The McArthur Hall 
refurbishment project. The 
company’s ability to submit 
proposals that sensitively take 
into consideration the design 
element on a historical building 
was also a key factor in winning 
the tender. 
Originally, the job involved 
supplying and fitting Victorian- 
style wall tiles which are 
fitted throughout the toilet 
areas. “This then evolved into 
offering proposals for the 

main atrium floor. The original 
building had made use of wood 
parquet flooring and indeed 
some of this was to be salvaged 
and reinstated. However, 
parquet floors require a lot of 
maintenance,” said Alan Craig, 
Director at Contract Tile & Stone. 
Alan and his team submitted 
proposals to use an Italian 
porcelain tile replica, a product 
which is maintenance-free and 
looks superb as a central feature 
of the atrium. “To personalise 
this, we had handmade mosaic 
panels fitted throughout the floor 
to the architect’s design. It was 
a great project to be involved in 
and I’m delighted with the end 
result.” 

EXPERTISE FROM CONTRACT TILE & STONE LTD 
HAS HELPED TRANSFORM McARTHUR HALL…

TILING CONTRACTOR
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D Harkin & Co Roofing Ltd, 
58A Beragh Hill Road
L’Derry BT48 8LY
T: 028 7135 9249
E: danny@dharkinroofing.com 
www.dharkinroofing.co.uk

Thanks to a portfolio 
of successful heritage 
projects, D. Harkin 

Roofing was the ideal choice 
when it came to choosing a 
roofing contractor for McArthur 
Hall Methodist College. The 
company has worked on an 
impressive range of restoration 
projects across Northern Ireland 
and the UK and is a member 
of the National Federation of 
Roofing Contractors (NFRC) and 
ConstructionLine as well as being 
an NFRC Heritage Roof Master 
Company and a Redland Select 
Member.
Such was the high standard of 
workmanship required for the 
McArthur Hall project, only the 

most experienced 
firms were chosen 
to complete the job. 
Danny Harkin and his 
team were more than 
up to the challenge 
of working on the 
roof of McArthur 
Hall and were also 
able to adapt to any 
additional repairs that cropped 
up once the project began. 
D. Harkin Roofing provided a 
high quality roofing service, 
complete with technical 
assistance and excellent 
workmanship on this project and 
thanks to onsite collaboration 
between all teams, delivered the 
project on time. 

EXPERT WORKMANSHIP AND TECHNICAL 
EXPERTISE FROM D. HARKIN ROOFING…

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

M
cA

RT
H

U
R 

H
AL

L,
 M

ET
H

O
D

IS
T 

CO
LL

EG
E,

 B
EL

FA
ST

Alan Turkington Builders Hardware,
31-33 Queen Street,
Lurgan, Craigavon, BT66 8BQ
T: 028 3832 7325 
E: alan.turkington@btconnect.com

Thanks to its ability to supply 
a range of quality products 
on time, Alan Turkington 

Builders Hardware (architectural 
ironmongery) was the number one 
choice when it came to providing 
a range of ironmongery to the 
McArthur Hall project.  
Although the company has worked 
on frequent heritage buildings 
and are well acquainted with the 
specific requirements associated 
with these jobs, McArthur Hall 
presented Alan Turkington and his 
team with some challenges.
 “One part of the project was 
supplied in a stainless steel finish 
while McArthur Hall itself was 
mainly in bronze. The challenge 

arose when we had to match 
some of the existing finishes on 
the material from perhaps 70 to 
80 years ago. Some of the bronze 
we provided was purpose-made; it 
was very much a bespoke service 
that we supplied on the job. We’re 
delighted to have been involved 
with such a prestigious project” 
said Alan.
Highest quality brands, including 
the James Gibbons Format 
ranges, are available from Alan 
Turkington Builders Hardware 
which also stock various brands of 
ironmongery at competitive prices.
The company offers a free-of-
charge ironmongery scheduling 
service and on-site liaison service 

A KEY FEATURE OF McARTHUR HALL WAS SAFE 
IN THE HANDS OF EXPERT IRONMONGERY 
SUPPLIERS ALAN TURKINGTON…

IRONMONGERY

during supply. Customer service 
is a priority; clients are offered 
a ‘fire door inspection survey’ 
reporting on the condition of fire 
doors in existing buildings, etc.
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Innovated Aluminium Technology, 
4 Longfield Road, Eglinton, 
Londonderry, BT47 3PY
T: 028 7181 0829  
E: info.iat@aol.co.uk 
W: www.iatltd.co.uk

Thanks to an impressive 
portfolio of both heritage 
and new-build projects, 

Innovated Aluminium Technology 
proved the ideal choice when 
it came to the supply and fit of 
the atrium roof at McArthur Hall 
Methodist College. All products 
supplied by the company were of 
the highest quality, in keeping with 
the overall product specification 
for the high-end project. 
Innovated Aluminium Technology 
manufactures and installs a 
large variety of architectural 
glazing systems which meet 
the requirements of both the 
commercial and domestic 
customer. The company’s highly 

skilled team understands the 
challenging requirements of 
delivering the correct architectural 
glazing systems for a project. 
When it comes to heritage 
buildings with very specific 
requirements such as the McArthur 
Hall project, the company’s 
expertise and ability to adapt to 
the changing needs of a project 
really shine through. According 
to Leslie McClements, Director 
at iAT, the team is focused on 
manufacturing and installing the 
best quality aluminium windows, 
doors and curtain walling systems, 
with all systems delivered on 
schedule and finished to the 
highest possible standard.

AN ARCHITECTURAL GLAZING SYSTEM FOR 
McARTHUR HALL’S ATRIUM ROOF WAS INSTALLED 
BY INNOVATED ALUMINIUM TECHNOLOGY…

ROOF GLAZING

Radication Ltd, 155-157 Glenburn 
Road, Dunmurry, Belfast, BT17 9BB.
T:  028 9061 8343
E: info@radication.co.uk 
www.radication.co.uk

A family-owned Northern 
Ireland business operating 
since 1967, Radication is 

well used to working on heritage 
buildings with specific infestation 
problems. The company’s PCA 
qualified surveyors carried 
out a detailed examination 
of the McArthur Hall building 
throughout the construction 
process and delivered a detailed 
report on what needed to be 
addressed. A major outbreak of 
dry rot, wet rot and a woodworm 
infestation were treated by the 
technicians at Radication, along 
with the rising damp identified 
in the solid brick walls. The 
infested timbers were removed 
and treatment was applied to 

the remaining timbers before 
new pre-treated timbers were 
supplied and fitted. A silicone 
injection damp proof course was 
also installed where necessary 
and all treatment was carried 
out using environmentally 
friendly chemicals. Works were 
completed in conjunction with 
the main contractor and this 
relationship helped ensure 
the job was carried out to the 
highest quality. 
A full member of the Property 
Care Association, Radication has 
treated thousands of properties 
throughout Northern Ireland 
including domestic, commercial, 
national and historic buildings. 
In total, over thirty thousand 

INFESTATION ISSUES AT McARTHUR HALL WERE 
SUCCESSFULLY DEALT WITH BY RADICATION…

WOODWORM, DRY ROT & RISING DAMP REMOVAL

contracts have been completed, 
while an inspection of several 
properties treated over 30 years 
ago showed no signs of any re-
infestation.
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Murdock Builders Merchants, 
Unit 7 Rampart Business Centre 
Greenbank Industrial Estate, 
Rampart Road, Newry BT34 2QU
T: 028 3025 0634 
E: newry@murdockbuildersmerchants.com 
www.murdockbuildersmerchants.com

Ensuring materials were 
delivered to site in a timely 
manner was the Murdock 

team’s highest priority, as was 
guaranteeing the quality of all 
products specified. 
Materials supplied included 
structural roofing timbers and 
plywood for the roof, Keylite 
roof windows and airtightness 
membranes and tapes. Fireproof 
insulation from Rockwool was also 
supplied by Murdock Builders 
Merchants, along with all the 
underground drainage that was 
required for the project. 
Murdock’s prides itself on 
reliability and efficiency and it was 
these credentials that ensured 
McArthur Hall ran to schedule. All 

deliveries were made to site on 
time, which allowed the multiple 
teams working on the project to 
complete their tasks efficiently 
and in a timely manner. Thanks 
to an excellent relationship with 
the main contractor, Murdock’s 
delivery vans got the required 
materials to site right when they 
were needed.

A VAST RANGE OF HIGH GRADE, DURABLE PRODUCTS WERE SUPPLIED BY 
MURDOCK BUILDERS MERCHANTS TO THE MCARTHUR HALL PROJECT…

BUILDERS’ SUPPLIERS
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Scott & Ewing Ltd, 
59 Crevenagh Road, 
Omagh BT79 0EX
T: 028 8224 2622 
E: ray@s-e-group.co.uk

Scott & Ewing’s expertise 
and skills in all things 
mechanical ensured the 

company completed a job to 
be proud of at McArthur Hall.
Contract Manager Raymond 
Scott and the team stripped 
out all the existing mechanical 
works and replaced them with 
the highest grade products. 
Items included a cold water 
storage tank, a booster set, new 
radiators, new heated ceiling 
panels and air handling units; 
basically all mechanical elements. 
“Maintaining the ethos of 
the listed building was of 
paramount importance to us,” 
explained Raymond. “Designing 
services around existing arches 

and plasters was a complex 
process. Certain ceilings had 
plaster mouldings that couldn’t 
be removed so we had to be 
mindful of these. We have plenty 
of experience when it comes to 
working on heritage buildings 
so we knew we had to ensure 
we did an excellent job while 
being mindful of the sensitive 
environment.
“We’re delighted to be associated 
with McArthur Hall. For us, 
the job was subject to careful 
and meticulous planning and 
coordination with the main 
contractor, electrical sub-
contractor and the professional 
team. Regular meetings ensured 
we all stayed on course.”

ALL MECHANICAL SERVICES AT MCARTHUR HALL WERE EXPERTLY 
INSTALLED BY SCOTT & EWING LTD… 

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
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New Theatres at Altnagelvin Hospital
NORTHERN BUILDER LOOKS AT HOW THE TEAM OVERCAME A 

LOGISTICAL NIGHTMARE TO DELIVER IMPRESSIVE NEW THEATRES… g
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Lowry Building & Civil 
Engineering has completed 
a highly complex project 

at Altnagelvin Hospital that 
resembled working on an island.
The new extension was created 
in a former courtyard area that 
was locked in on four sides by 
buildings. This presented Lowry 
Building & Civil Engineering 
with the formidable challenge of 
getting materials and personnel 
onto the site but, as ever, the 
leading contractor took it in its 
stride.
The £2.2m contract to create 
new day surgery theatres was 
needed to relieve pressure on 
the busy hospital and is part of an 
extensive investment programme 

by the Western Health and Social 
Care Trust. 
The two additional operating 
theatres, which have been 
integrated within the existing 
Day Case Unit, include two self-
contained theatres suites with 
ancillary accommodation, storage 
and staff rest rooms. A new two-
storey extension has also been 
constructed in the courtyard 
incorporating a plant room at first 
floor level which will be accessible 
via Hospital Street. This new 
accommodation has been linked 
with the Day Case Unit and the 
main Hospital Street by a newly 
constructed corridor. 
The external works carried 
out by Lowry Building & Civil 

Engineering involved the 
disassembly and removal of 
a redundant timber/steel-
framed modular building, its 
foundations, substructures and 
drainage, while the internal 
works included the strip-out and 
removal of redundant partition 
walls, suspended ceilings, doors, 
floor coverings and fixtures and 
fittings.
Work was completed in June 
and has already received positive 
feedback, notably from the 
Western Trust. It is also one of 
two projects by Lowry Building & 
Civil Engineering that has been 
shortlisted by the prestigious 
Construction Excellence Awards 
2018, with the Altnagelvin 

WORK ON THIS NEW ‘ISLAND’ THEATRE COMPLEX REQUIRED SENSITIVITY 
AND HIGH LEVELS OF CO-ORDINATION BY LOWRY BUILDING & CIVIL 
ENGINEERING… 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
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“The biggest challenge was undoubtedly 
the logistics of the project.”
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work shortlisted in the Health 
Infrastructure category and the 
company’s work on The Doyen in 
Belfast chosen in the Construction 
Fit-Out section.
“We could not be happier with 
the feedback we have received on 
this project already,” explained 
Graham Baskin, Contracts 
Manager at Lowry Building & 
Civil Engineering. “This was a 
hugely complex project and one 
of our first in clinical healthcare, 
so to be told it is one of the best 
theatres that the Trust has seen is 
fantastic. To be shortlisted for the 
Construction Excellence Awards 
is also a major boost for us.”
Graham added, “The biggest 
challenge was undoubtedly the 
logistics of the project. We have 
a live hospital environment on 
all four sides of the new build 
extension, so we had to use a 
crane to bring in all our tools 
and materials. We did the same 
for the refurbished theatre suite 
as well. Our staff and sub-

contractors all had to access 
the site through the hospital – 
something we were very sensitive 
to.
“We worked extremely closely 
with the hospital and the different 
wards to keep disruption to an 
absolute minimum. Our planning 
had to be perfect and needed 
high levels of co-ordination 
with the hospital, suppliers and 
sub-contractors. It was a real 
team effort that deserves a lot of 
praise.”
Lowry Building & Civil 
Engineering has long-standing 
experience gained across a wide 
range of sectors, and while the 
company has worked extensively 
in the healthcare sector in the 
past, this was its first clinical 
project.
“It is an important step forward 
for us and one that highlights 
our attention to detail and the 
high quality finish we pride 
ourselves on. To be honest, it 
was a logistical nightmare and 

we probably could have had a 
more straightforward project 
for our first clinical job, but the 
challenges we faced and how we 
overcame them reflect the type 
of company we are.”
The fact that this project has 
received such positive feedback 
from the Western Trust and has 
already caught the eye of awards’ 
judges speaks volumes and points 
to another successful string to an 
impressive Lowry bow.

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Lowry Building & Civil Engineering, The Old Bank, 7 John Street, Castlederg, BT81 7AW
T: 028 8167 8646 – E: info@lowrybuilding.co.uk
W: www.lowrybuilding.co.uk
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Client: Western Health and 
Social Care Trust
Main contractor: Lowry 
Building & Civil Engineering
Architect: HLM Architects
Architect: Hall Black Douglas 
Architects
Mechanical contractor: R&F 
Mechanical Services
Electrical contractor: Robert 
Loughlin Electrical Services 
Limited

PROJECT TEAM…

As this picture 
highlights, Lowry 

Building had a tough 
challenge to access 
the location of the 

new theatres.
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Orchard Glass Ltd, Unit 2, Orchard 
Road Industrial Estate, Strabane, 
County Tyrone, BT82 9QR
T: 028 7188 5533 or 
077 3967 8288
E: info@orchardglass.co.uk
www.orchardglass.co.uk

specific hygiene requirements 
as everything had to be kept 
clean. The windows measured 
3m high and over 1m wide so 
extra care was needed when we 
were working on them,” said 
Stephen, Director at Orchard 
Glass. 
A family-owned company. 
Orchard Glass has worked on 
a range of public and private 
projects over the past few 
years and has built up an 
impressive portfolio of work. 
Services include glass sales 
and installation, sand blasting 
and coloured glass, coloured 
splashbacks, uPVC maintenance 
and signs and graphics. 

Often used in hospitals 
and other medical 
facilities, obscured 

glass has been used to great 
effect for the new theatres at 
Altnagelvin Hospital. Stephen 
Hunter and the rest of the team 
at Orchard Glass used a special 
process that involves applying 
a sandblasted edge film to 
interior windows. This process 
allows light through the glass 
while maintaining the privacy of 
the room’s occupants. 
Orchard Glass applied this 
sandblasted edging to four 
interior windows, installed at the 
new theatres. “This was a fairly 
specialised job and involved 

STRABANE-BASED GLAZING COMPANY, ORCHARD 
GLASS, SUPPLIED OBSCURED GLASS TO THE 
ALTNAGELVIN HOSPITAL PROJECT…

GLASS

R&F Mechanical Services Ltd, 
13 Seymour Street, Ballymoney, 
BT53 6JR
T: 028 2766 2627
E: info@rfmechanical.com 
www.rfmechanical.com 

Building Management System 
(BMS). 
The high quality requirements 
of installations of this type are 
intrinsic to the values of the 
company. R&F Mechanical 
Services is proud to have 
delivered this project with Lowry 
Building & Civil Engineering, 
which put together a strong 
contractor team that was well 
integrated together and with the 
other key stakeholders. 
This partnership approach 
ensured that potential risks were 
highlighted early and mitigation 
measures put in place.
This recent work at Altnagelvin 
takes the tally of full theatre 
installations in the last 10 

R&F Mechanical Services has 
an impressive pedigree in 
the healthcare sector and 

the leading contractor played a 
prominent role in this complex 
project at Altnagelvin Hospital.
The company was contracted to 
deliver the complete mechanical 
package for the theatres, which 
comprised a full ventilation 
provision for each theatre with 
designated air-handling units 
and a Laminar flow canopy for 
the ultra clean theatre. Work also 
included all the necessary LPHW 
and CHW plant and pipework, 
air conditioning and full domestic 
services installation in line with the 
Trust’s water safety management 
requirements, along with the 

R&F MECHANICAL COMPLETES 20TH FULL 
THEATRE INSTALLATION IN THE LAST DECADE…

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

years by R&F Mechanical to 20 
theatre suites including works in 
Omagh Enhanced Hospital, NW 
Independent Hospital, Ulster 
Hospital, Craigavon Area Hospital, 
and Altnagelvin Area Hospital. 
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T: 028 8164 7008
Mark on 07971 107856
Angus on 07802 521854. 
E: alphaflowscreeds@hotmail.com 
www.alphaflowscreeds.com

Using a German-built 
Trans Mix machine, 
AFS can transport 
its own materials 
to site where the 
fully automatic, 
computerised system 
precisely weighs and 
mixes the screed 
which is then pumped 
for simple installation. 
This level of control 
is matched by the quality of 
AFS’s Hemihydrate Liquid 
Screed. It provides superior 
thermal conductivity to sand and 
cement screeds and reduces the 
coverage of underfloor heating 
pipes to greatly improve the 
performance and reaction times.

The Mobile Screed factory 
proved the perfect 
answer to meet the 

screed requirements of the new 
theatres project at Altnagelvin 
Hospital, Alpha Flow Screeds 
(AFS) launched the state-of-the-
art Mobile Screed Factory three 
years ago and it has proved to 
be a sound investment. From 
manufacture to installation, 
this one-stop-shop system 
gives the company complete 
control over every stage of the 
process, providing the highest 
quality products combined with 
excellent service – and that was 
the case at Altnagelvin Hospital, 
where AFS delivered a full screed 
solution.

AFS DELIVERS COMPLETE QUALITY AND CONTROL USING THE STATE-OF-
THE-ART MOBILE SCREED FACTORY…

SCREED
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Innovated Aluminium Technology, 
4 Longfield Road, Eglinton, 
Co. Londonderry, BT47 3PY
T: 028 7181 0829
E: info.iat@aol.co.uk 
www.iatltd.co.uk

installer of architectural glazing 
systems for aluminium windows, 
doors, curtain walling systems. 
The company manufactures 
and installs a large variety of 
architectural glazing systems 
which meet the requirements 
of both the commercial and 
domestic customer.
Approved to manufacture and 
install the various architectural 
glazing systems which are 
available from Metal Technology, 
an acknowledged system 
supplier within the aluminium 
glazing industry throughout 
the UK and Irish markets, IAT 
can develop systems including 
windows, doors, curtain walling, 
louvers and brise soleil. 

The successful partnership 
between Innovated 
Aluminium Technology 

(IAT) and Lowry Building & 
Civil Engineering Ltd continued 
on this complex project at 
Alntagelvin Hospital.
While IAT was only formed two 
years ago, the company has 
quickly established itself as a 
reliable supplier of high quality 
architectural glazing systems and 
this showcased at Altnagelvin 
through the supply of the 
external windows and doors on 
this impressive project.
Innovated Aluminium Technology 
Limited was established to fill 
a void within the market for an 
approved manufacturer and 

THE ARCHITECTURAL GLAZING SYSTEM EXPERTS 
AT IAT CONTINUE A SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP…

EXTERNAL WINDOWS & DOORS
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Metal Deck Ireland Ltd, 68 
Dunteige Rd, Omagh BT78 5PE
T: 028 8225 9042 
E: info@metaldeckireland.com

at Metal Deck Ireland. 
“Working within a live 
hospital environment meant 
we had to be mindful at all 
times of noise; we also had to 
keep sparks and fumes to a 
minimum. Pumping concrete 
was a Saturday morning 
job. We work on a lot of 
pharmaceutical projects in 
the South so we’re well used 
to live buildings with very 
specific requirements and 
thanks to that experience, we 
were well prepared for this 
project. We’re delighted to 
have been involved in such a 
prestigious project.” 

Tommy, Conor and the 
rest of the team at the 
company also installed 

safety nets, supplied and fitted 
the reinforcement and pumped 
and finished the concrete. 
Although a relatively 
straightforward job, it wasn’t 
without its challenges. “Due 
to the environment we were 
operating in, we couldn’t 
work the way we normally 
would. Materials had to be 
pre-cut and we had to change 
up our normal methods of 
construction so that noise 
was kept to a minimum,” said 
Tommy Nugent, Director 

OMAGH-BASED FIRM METAL DECK IRELAND 
CONSTRUCTED THE COMPOSITE METAL DECK 
FLOOR ON THE ALTNAGELVIN PROJECT...

METAL DECKING

D.Roulston & Sons, 21 Learmore 
Road, Castlederg, BT81 7RX
T/F: 028 8167 9250
E: desroulston@aol.com

within the building. 
This year marks the company’s 
15th anniversary and during 
those years, D.Roulston & Sons 
has managed to build up a 
impressive reputation for the skill 
and reliability of its workforce. 
Stephen has taken on the role 
of painting foreman, Gareth 
is foreman for the building 
maintenance side of the business 
while Sharon provides the 
necessary office backup.
Boasting a wide portfolio of 
projects across numerous 
sectors, D.Roulston & Sons 
undertakes a wide range of paint 
jobs, from private residential to 
hotels and businesses and other 
organisations. 

D.Roulston & Sons has 
once again displayed 
its expertise and high 

levels of workmanship on 
another prestigious project in 
Northern Ireland. Along with his 
two sons Stephen and Gareth 
and his daughter, Sharon Scott, 
Dessie Roulston completed all 
the internal paintwork on the 
project. Ceilings, theatres and 
scrub rooms were included 
in the job, with the team at 
D.Roulston & Sons tasked 
with ensuring a top quality 
finish throughout. Dulux High 
Performance Eggshell was 
specified by the designers and 
has contributed to the overall 
ambience and calm atmosphere 

THE PERFECT FINISHING TOUCHES FROM 
D.ROULSTON & SON...

PAINTING AND DECORATING





88 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

continuing to grow in Northern Ireland 
the picture presented by the survey is 
somewhat different across the rest of 
the industry. Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
Northern Ireland surveyors are feeling 
less optimistic about the outlook than 
they were.
“Our respondents are telling us very 
clearly that, without a functioning 
Executive, they have serious doubts 
about the ability of departments to 
approve strategic planning decisions 
and future expenditure on major 
projects. This is a situation that needs 
urgently addressed, particularly in 
relation to infrastructure activity.
“A lack of clarity on Brexit is also being 
cited as a major issue for the local 
industry because it leaves companies 
unable to make firm plans for the 
future.
“It is noteworthy though that 
respondents continue to report skills 
shortages, perhaps driven by the 
continuing growth in housebuilding. 
This highlights the important need 
to continue to invest in skills and to 
encourage young people to opt for 
a career in surveying and the wider 
construction sector.”
Tim Kinney, Construction Partner, 
Tughans, added, “Those hoping to 
see evidence of an increase in office, 
retail and leisure development or 
further investment in our infrastructure, 
won’t find it in the latest survey. A 
further upturn in housebuilding is 
certainly to be welcomed but it really 
is the only bright spot in an otherwise 
challenging environment which is 
being exacerbated by the lack of 
decision-making to push forward key 
infrastructure projects.”

Private housing was the only part 
of Northern Ireland’s construction 
sector reported to be in growth 

mode in the Q2 2018 RICS (Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors) and 
Tughans Northern Ireland Construction 
& Infrastructure Market Survey.
Overall workloads were reported to be 
broadly flat for the fifth quarter in a row 
(a net balance of +2% of respondents 
said that workloads increased), 
significantly below the UK average (a 
net balance of +15%), and below all 
other UK regions. 
Infrastructure workloads and public 
non-housing workloads are also facing 
serious challenges according to the 
survey, with the balance of respondents 
(-24%) in both sectors saying that 
workloads had decreased in Q2.
Less significant falls in activity in the 
public housing and private industrial 
sector were also recorded, while 

private commercial sector activity was 
said to be flat.
Looking ahead, Northern Ireland 
surveyors remain the least optimistic in 
the UK. The Northern Ireland outlook 
is flat, with a zero net balance for 
12-month expectations, compared with 
an average net balance of 41% across 
the rest of the UK. When it comes to 
expectations around employment and 
profit margins for the next year, the 
Northern Ireland figures are both in 
negative territory now.
Despite this, there was a rise in the 
number of surveyors saying there are 
shortages of quantity surveyors, other 
construction professionals and blue 
collar workers; albeit that these figures 
are much lower than those reported in 
the rest of the UK.
Jim Sammon, RICS Northern Ireland 
Construction Spokesman, said, “While 
it is encouraging that housebuilding is 

RICS NEWS

RICS AND TUGHANS NORTHERN IRELAND CONSTRUCTION & INFRASTRUCTURE MARKET 
SURVEY, Q2, 2018, REPORT HIGHLIGHTS MUCH-NEEDED POSITIVES…

Net balance % WORKLOADS - REGIONAL BREAKDOWN40
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Housebuilding remains a bright spot 
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RICS Northern Ireland, 9-11 Corporation Square, Belfast, BT1 3AJ 
T: 028 9032 2877 - F: 028 9023 3465 - E: ricsni@rics.org 
www.rics.org

RICS NEWS

Phase One of Hagan Homes’ 
£3.25m development of 24 homes 
at ‘The Rocks’ in Portrush has sold 

in record time with 16 houses sold in 
the 16 days since the showhome was 
opened.
James Hagan, Founder and Chair 
of Ballyclare-based Hagan Homes, 
explained, “The showhome opening 
at The Rocks was our most successful 
ever, with approximately 400 people 
visiting that afternoon. We have seen 
unprecedented levels of interest in the 
properties with all 16 homes from the 
first phase now sold.
 “Hagan Homes purchased the 

Choice Housing, one of Northern 
Ireland’s largest housing 
associations, has marked the 

start of a new £2.6m social housing 
scheme in Monkstown.
 Expected to be completed by the 
autumn next year, the Devenish Drive 
scheme will provide 20 much-needed 
new homes comprising a mix of 
apartments, houses and bungalows 
– each incorporating the very latest 
in energy saving, design and security 
features.
Almost half of the homes are designed 
to meet challenges that face older 
people or those with complex needs. 
The scheme was made possible by 
the transfer of land from the Housing 
Executive, funding of £1.47 million 
from the Department for Communities 
and an investment of £1.13 million 

site in October 2017 and started 
refurbishment of the 24 four and 
five-bedroom homes in December 
2017. The first phase of homes will 
be completed by September 2018 
while Phase 2 with the remaining eight 

being provided by Choice Housing. 
Michael McDonnell, Group Chief 
Executive of Choice Housing, said, 
“We’ve wasted no time in getting this 
site construction-ready and the start 
of these new homes is good news for 
people in Monkstown and those on the 
housing waiting list. We look forward 
to officially opening the Devenish 
Drive scheme next year and welcoming 
families and individuals who can 
contribute to the wider economy and 
fabric of the local community”
Elma Newberry, Assistant Director of 
Land & Regenerations Services, from 

New record for 
Hagan Homes

Choice marks the 
start of £2.6m 
housing scheme 
in Monkstown

Pictured at the site of the new Devenish Drive scheme are Councillor Stephen Ross, Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Council; David Mcrea, Monkstown Community Association; Mark Cooper, Rolston Architects; Emma Connelly, 
Michael McDonnell and Hazel Bell, all from Choice Housing; Deborah Brown, Department for Communities; Mark 
Cooper, Monkstown Community Association; and Dermot Loughran, Brendan Loughran & Sons.

homes will be announced shortly. The 
overall development is scheduled to be 
handed over by December 2018.”
Approximately 30 construction jobs 
have been created through the 
development.

the Housing Executive, added, “We 
are pleased that the construction of 
the Devenish Drive housing scheme 
has begun in Monkstown. This has 
particular significance to the Housing 
Executive as this was part of our first 
pilot ‘Place Shaping Regeneration 
Plan’, done in collaboration with Antrim 
and Newtownabbey Council, through 
the Community Planning process.”
The Devenish Drive housing scheme 
has been designed by Rolston 
Architects and construction work 
is being carried out by contractor, 
Brendan Loughran & Sons Ltd.
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SIG Ireland, better known for its 
building product solutions, has 
announced that the company is 

expanding with the development of the 
new SIG Air Handling division in Ireland. 
SIG Air Handling makes and markets 
its own heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) systems, with its air 
handling products sold under its Cairox 
brand. The company says it is focusing 
on three main areas in the industry, 
namely ‘air improvement, air movement 
and air diffusion’  - using its own brands. 
Product lines include a wide range of 
grills, diffusers, slot grids, swirl diffusers, 
air valves, constant volume valves, ducts, 
fans, heat pumps and air conditioning.
SIG Ireland is a subsidiary of SIG 
plc, a leading European distributor 
of insulation, interiors, exteriors and 
specialist construction products. SIG 
Ireland is well positioned to provide 
customers with technical expertise. 
The company’s range of construction 
products include, but are not limited 
to, concrete components and building 
membranes, sealants and preparations, 
insulation both building and technical, 
fire protection and fire stopping, 
external render, external cladding 
systems, roofing products, building 

ventilation products, interior fit outs, 
drywall, ceilings, office furniture and 
office layout systems, specialists 
painting and corrosion control and all 
associated products. 
Delivering customer value is core 
to the SIG Ireland philosophy, by 
ensuring that quality products and 
services, which meet the rigorous 
demands of today’s commercial 
environments, are readily available 
from market leading manufacturers. 
As a result of this, SIG can provide 
a range of independent solutions to 
suit performance requirements wither 
to meet regulatory standards or to 
achieve enhanced client demands. 
This is further backed up with 
relevant calculations for built building 
elements including thermal, acoustic, 
and condensation risk and heat loss 
analysis proofs. 
SIG Ireland’s commitment to 
its markets is borne out by the 
continual re-investment in the 
company’s infrastructure through 
the establishment of new locations 
and improved logistical support. 
Furthermore, employee development 
through ongoing training ensures 
that customers have access to 

THE LAUNCH OF A NEW AIR HANDLING DIVISION AND A NEW INSULATION WEBSITE 
SHOWCASES JUST SOME OF THE EXPERTISE ON OFFER AT SIG IRELAND…

COMPANY NEWS

Forward-thinking 
ethos at SIG Ireland

premier levels of service from all 
group businesses. 
By understanding the company’s 
markets and adopting best 
practices, SIG Ireland’s aim is to 
form long term relationships with its 
customers, instilling confidence in 
the company’s ability to successfully 
perform to the highest levels.

To find out more about SIG 
Ireland, products and services or 
to arrange a site visit contact:
Dublin: 01 623 4541  
Cork: 021 432 1868 
Belfast: 028 9068 6380
Omagh: 028 8224 6220 
Email: marketing@sig.ie or visit 
www.sig.ie      

“Product lines include 
a wide range of grills, 
diffusers, slot grids, swirl 
diffusers, air valves, 
constant volume valves, 
ducts, fans, heat pumps 
and air conditioning.”
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The growing focus on 
the residential sector in 
Northern Ireland has been 

highlighted by the latest statistics 
from Construction Information 
Services (CIS), Ireland’s leading 
provider of business intelligence 
to the construction and allied 
industries.
Of the highest value construction 
projects submitted for planning 
in the last three months (May to 
July) six projects are for residential 
projects, including the top three 
submissions. A further four 
residential developments feature 
in Northern Ireland’s highest value 
construction projects granted 
planning in the last three months.
The figures are another invaluable 
insight into the changing face 
of the local construction sector, 
with tourism and leisure projects 
(including new hotels) and office 

developments continuing to 
feature heavily.
Founded in 1972, CIS is 
celebrating 46 years of providing 
comprehensive, researched, 
verified and real-time information 
on all building projects throughout 
Ireland – North and South. The 
company’s highly qualified research 
team investigate valuable projects 
in great detail to ensure businesses 
can make important decisions 
quickly and generate the right 
contract and supply opportunities 
for their pipeline. 
Contact CIS at sales@cisireland.
com or call 028 4064 8110 for 
more information on CIS tailored 
subscription packages that range 
from Northern Ireland only to all-
Ireland coverage.

This construction information was accurate 
on July 31, 2018, and excludes plans refused 
and plans withdrawn.

THE LATEST STATISTICS FROM CONSTRUCTION 
INFORMATION SERVICES HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE 
OF HOUSING WITHIN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR…

PROJECT INSIGHT

Take stock of housing

MOST VALUABLE 
AREAS
Co. Antrim 

Co. Armagh

Co. Down

Co. Fermanagh

Co. Derry

Co. Tyrone

£6.8bn

£392m

£603m

£143m

£957m

£518m
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PROJECT INSIGHT

NORTHERN IRELAND HIGHEST VALUE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS SUBMITTED FOR PLANNING 
IN THE LAST 3 MONTHS (MAY-JULY)

PROJECT ID PROJECT TITLE COUNTY STAGE
898413 £18m - Residential Development Co. Derry Plans Submitted

813097 £23.4m - Retirement Village Development Co. Derry Plans Submitted

997889 £11m - Residential Development Co. Antrim Plans Submitted

924229 £25m - Hotel Co. Antrim Plans Submitted

997081 £15m - Site for Residential Development Co. Armagh Plans Submitted

956670 £15.6m - 6-Storey Grade A Office Development Co. Antrim Plans Submitted

959957 £22m - Phased Residential Development Co. Antrim Plans Submitted

961778 £8m - Health & Wellbeing Centre Development Co. Tyrone Plans Submitted

834080 £7m - Apartments, Supermarket & Retail Units Co. Down Plans Submitted

796373 £9.2m - 96-Bed Nursing Home Co. Antrim Plans Submitted

NORTHERN IRELAND HIGHEST VALUE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS GRANTED PLANNING 
IN THE LAST 3 MONTHS

PROJECT ID PROJECT TITLE COUNTY STAGE
697377 £23m - Hotel & Spa, Retail and Apartments Co. Armagh Plans Granted

966228 £14m - Residential Development Co. Antrim Plans Granted

921872 £14m - Hotel Development Co. Derry Plans Granted

847571 £55m - Office Development Co. Antrim Plans Granted

129188 £21m - Post Primary School Co. Down Plans Granted

979716 £20m - Storage and Warehousing Facility Co. Antrim Plans Granted

984183 £5.9m - Housing Development Co. Fermanagh Plans Granted

840136 £4.8m - School Development Co. Fermanagh Plans Granted

829915 £3.3m - Housing Development Co. Antrim Plans Granted

915244 £3.1m - Residential Development Co. Down Plans Granted

3,690 Northern Ireland Construction Projects Worth Over £9.4bn Across All Sectors Have Been Added/Updated on the CIS Online Database to Date in 2018*
*Figures exclude Plans Refused and Plans Withdrawn and were generated on 31st July 2018

PROJECTS BY SECTOR

SECTOR VOLUME VALUE
Agriculture 184 £82.9m*

Civil and Utilities 238 £2.7bn

Commercial 645 £1.1bn

Community and Sport 517 £435m

Education 171 £617m

Hospitality 217 £334m

Industrial 349 £588m

Medical 115 £415m

Residential 1210 £3.1bn

*Figures rounded to the nearest million

PROJECTS BY COUNTY

COUNTY VOLUME VALUE
Co. Antrim 1,435 £6.8bn

Co. Armagh 322 £392m

Co. Down 736 £603m

Co. Fermanagh 192 £143m

Co. Derry 452 £957m

Co. Tyrone 557 £518m

This construction information was accurate on 31st July 2018. To 
find out more about the volume and value of active construction 
leads for your business, please contact CIS on (028) 4064 8110, 
email sales@cisireland.com or visit www.cisireland.com

To find out more about the volume and value of active relevant construction 
leads for your business, please contact CIS on (028) 4064 8110, 
email sales@cisireland.com or visit www.cisireland.com
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ROOFING AND CLADDING

Kalzip is pleased to announce that 
Trevor Smyth has become the 
company’s new Regional Sales 

Manager responsible for the whole of 
Ireland. 
Trevor has over 30 years’ experience 
working in the construction industry, 
including some 20 years with Teamkal 
contractor, Abbey Roofing, where he 
was closely involved with many Kalzip 
standing seam applications of all types.
Widely respected throughout 
the construction industry for his 
comprehensive technical knowledge, 
integrity and commitment to supplying 
high quality building envelope 
solutions, the vast majority of Trevor’s 
experience has been concerned with 
estimating, tendering, design, value 
engineering and contract management.
As well as being able to provide clients, 
architects and specifiers with reliable 

advice and guidance, Trevor’s technical 
background means that he is ideally 
qualified to offer valuable support to 
Kalzip’s network of Teamkal Approved 
Contractors.
For more information, 
telephone 01942 295500, e-mail 
enquiries.uk@kalzip.com or visit 
www.kalzip.com 

NEW REGIONAL SALES MANAGER APPOINTED TO COVER IRELAND…

Kalzip welcomes Trevor Smyth

“Trevor is Widely 
respected throughout the 
construction industry for his 
comprehensive technical 
knowledge, integrity and 
commitment to supplying 
high quality building 
envelope solutions.”

BRICK 
AND 
BLOCK

19 Lisbane Road, Scarva. Co. Armagh, BT63 6LN

T: 028 3884 9314  |  M: 07850 505 326  |  E: info@jrminish.co.uk

B U I L D I N G, D E M O L I T I O N  C O N T R AC T I N G  S E RV I C E S
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NEWS

  H&J Martin Construction has 
successfully completed a £4.5m 
Travelodge Hotel for Henry Boot 
Developments.    
The year-long project involved 
alterations to an existing three-
storey building, including change 
of use to part of the ground floor 
and two upper floors from retail 
and offices. A new steel framed 
fourth storey was installed to 
create a 59-bedroom Travelodge 
Hotel over the three floors, with 
four retail units on the ground 
floor.
The site was very restricted, with 
a pedestrian shopping mall as 
a boundary on two sides, with 
a shared service yard on the 
third side, and public footpath 
on the fourth side. Two of the 
retails units on the ground floor 
remained live during the works. 
All works and deliveries had 
to be carefully co-ordinated 
ensuring no effect on the other 
businesses. 
John McDonnell, H&J Martin 
Director, commented, “The H&J 
Martin team is delighted to have 
completed works at Travelodge 
Bromley.  This challenging 
project was delivered on time, 
within budget and to the highest 
safety standards for our client, 
Henry Boot.”

  Six businesses have formed a network, The 
Passive House Alliance of Builders, to drive the 
implementation of new solutions in house building. 
The Passive House Alliance of Builders (PHAB) 
Network is to benefit from funding from Invest 
Northern Ireland’s Collaborative Network 
programme to develop the Passive House concept 
in Northern Ireland. 
The Passive House standard has been proven to 
simultaneously provide excellent indoor air quality, 
thermal comfort and low energy consumption, 

and is regarded as the leading low-energy standard in the world. However, despite 
passive houses being built at no additional cost over standard houses elsewhere in 
Europe, few examples exist in Northern Ireland.
The network hopes to significantly increase the market for passive houses in Northern 
Ireland. It brings together GP Developments, Paul McAlister Architects, Moffitt and 
Robinson Construction, Setanta Construction, and Atlantic Air. Dr Shane Colclough, 
from Energy Expertise Ltd and past Chairman of the Passive House Association of 
Ireland, will facilitate the group to help that ensure the benefits of passive house can 
be enjoyed fully throughout Northern Ireland.

Established in 1971, the Wood Awards 
is the UK’s premier competition for 
excellence in architecture and product 
design in the world’s only naturally 
sustainable material.
For more information on the awards, 
visit www.woodawards.com

  Building contractors Gilbert-Ash and 
Farrans, and architect McGarry-Moon 
have been nominated in the Commercial 
and Leisure Section for the Wood 
Awards 2018.
In total, 20 exceptional buildings across 
the UK have been nominated, with the 
winners set to be revealed at the annual 
Wood Awards ceremony at Carpenters’ 
Hall on November 20, by ceremony host 
David Hopkins, Director of the Timber 
Trade Federation.
Gilbert-Ash has been shortlisted as the 
main contractor on the City of London 
Freeman’s School Swimming Pool. 
McGarry-Moon is also in the same 
category for the company’s work on its 
own Fallahogey Studio in Londonderry 
while Farrans has been put forward as 
the main contractor on the Storey’s 
Field Centre and Eddington Nursery 
project.
The judging panel, led by three-time 
Gold Award winner Stephen Corbett of 
Green Oak Carpentry, will visit all the 
shortlisted projects in person, making 
this a uniquely rigorous competition.

H&J MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPLETES 
TRAVELODGE 
BROMLEY

THREE COMPANIES 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 
WOOD AWARDS 2018

PASSIVE HOUSE ALLIANCE OF BUILDERS FORMED

McGarry-Moon has been shortlisted in the Wood 
Awards 2018 for Fallahogey Studio.



www.fosroc.com

Fosroc’s top brands available from our
distributors throughout Northern Ireland

Renderoc Conbextra Proofex Supercast
Nitoseal Nitocote Nitomortar Dekguard

Nitoflor Thioflex

MacBlair Civils
028 9055 1390

ask@macblaircivils.com

Total Pipeline Specialists
028 9266 0000

sales@total-pipeline.com

Murdock Civils
028 9590 9412

sales@murdockcivils.com

waterproofing | grouts | concrete repairs | sealants | admixtures | protective coatings
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THE BEST TIMBER PRODUCTS AND SERVICES...

FEATURE



98 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

TIMBERTIMBER

MANUFACTURER & SUPPLIER - MURDOCK BUILDERS MERCHANTS

 “It is a team effort and our customers 
benefit from our in-house expertise.”

STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT COMBINED WITH EXPERIENCED STAFF THROUGHOUT 
MURDOCK’S TIMBER DIVISON…

Significant investment boosts timber 
service at Murdock’s

Combining the traditions of 
old-fashioned service with the 
latest technology is easier said 

than done, but these two factors have 
been central to the success of the 
Murdock Builders Merchants Group 
– as highlighted with a recent raft of 
investment in the company’s three 
timber plants.
Complementing the strength of 
Murdock Builder’s Merchants, which 
has 13 branches in Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland, there 
are four specialist divisions – Civils, 
Machined Timber, Carcassing Timber 
and Roof Trusses/Space Joists.
Alongside last year’s successful launch 
of Murdock Civils, the company has 

made significant investment in state-of-
the-art equipment and an expansion in 
the plants in Newry and Warrenpoint.
This investment is combined with 
decades of industry knowledge 
delivered by an experienced team and 
is aimed at delivering a more efficient 
service.

NEWRY
Based on a vast site at Greenbank 
Industrial Estate in Newry, the 
plants for Carcassing and Trusses/
Space Joists have been extended 
significantly, with an additional 5 acres 
bringing the total size to 9.5 acres!
The increase in size was prompted by 
an investment in a new automated 

Truss Table and Stacking System which 
is believed to be the biggest in Ireland 
and one of the biggest in the UK. 
Located in a former creamery building, 
this state-of-the-art equipment 
delivers new levels of accuracy and 
precision. The company’s expert 
design team is also able to download 
drawings directly into the system, 
with production starting in a matter of 
minutes.
A £2million investment in two new 
planeing lines and associated handling 
gear has also enhanced the service at 
Newry. 
Offering speeds of 120m a minute and 
80m a minute, these fully automated 
systems are based around the 
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Murdock Builders Merchants, Greenbank Industrial Estate, Newry BT34 2QU
T: 028 3026 7626 - E: info@murdockbuildersmerchants.com 
W: www.murdockbuildersmerchants.com 

requirement to quickly and accurately 
plane and cut timber as well as bale 
them in required batches.
This investment matches the services 
already available across the timber 
division that include on-site timber 
treatments and a full design service.
Paul Sheppard, Roof Truss and 
Carcassing  Manager, explained, “We 
already had state-of-the-art plant and 
design software in place, but we are 
always looking at ways to improve 
and enhance our product offering and 
service.
“Central to the most recent investment 
was reducing the amount of manual 
handling of timber on site and speeding 
up the entire production service by 
designing out any flaws in the system. 
The fully automated technology of 
both the new Truss Table and Stacking 
system and the two new planeing lines 
enhance our accuracy and quality levels. 
But by designing a more streamlined 
production process where a new roof 
truss, for example, can quickly go 
through production and then onto a 

lorry for delivery has reduced our lead 
times and given us more capacity.”
However, the use of technology has 
not diminished the involvement in 
experienced personnel.
“From the factory floor to the design 
team, we have a very experienced 
team in place who are all committed to 
meeting customer requirements. We 
have seven designers who work closely 
with customers across Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland to create 
solutions for a more economical build 
while our production team turn these 
designs into a reality. It is a team effort 
and our customers benefit from our 
in-house expertise.”
This combination of experienced 
personnel and innovative technology 
adds up to an impressive product 
offering that ranges from all timber 
used in domestic and commercial 
structural applications, including roof 
battens, floor joists and studwork 
for partitioned walls, as well as roof 
trusses, Spacejoists and metal web 
flooring.

•  3D CAD Drawings
•  Complete Roof Packages
•  Roof & Attic Trusses
•  Valley Sets
•  Gable Ladders
•  High and Low Pressure 

Treatment
•  FSC/PEFC Certification
•  CE Mark & BS EN 14250:2010

TURN TO PAGES 42-
43 FOR MORE ON 
MACHINED TIMBER

 SERVICES

 MORE SERVICES
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Murdock’s 
provide an 
extensive range 

of bespoke timbers for 
internal and external 
finishes through their 
machined timber plant, 
based in Warrenpoint. 
Like Carcassing and 
Trusses/Space Joists, 
both of which are 
based in Newry, the 
machined timber plant 
has benefitted from 
a significant level of 
investment that has 
enhanced the overall 
timber offering from 
Murdock’s.
“It has been a step by 
step process but at every 
stage it has been built 
around the objective of 
reducing our lead times 
while maintaining and 
improving our quality 

levels,” explained Martin 
Trainor, Machined Timber 
Manager. 
“We continually review 
our service levels and 
work closely with 
customers to understand 
their needs and then 
improve our systems 
accordingly.”
This investment centred 
around not only 
adding state-of-the-art 
equipment but improving 
storage facilities.
A redesign of the site led 
to an extension to the 
yard and warehousing 
facilities that was 
created in tandem with 
the addition of new 
machinery, including a 
new moulder, crosscut 
machine, and a bansaw. 
This was coupled with an 
agreement to import the 

Enhanced bespoke 
timber service at 
Murdock’s

PART OF THE MURDOCK BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS GROUP, THIS LEADING 
SUPPLIER OF TIMBER AND TIMBER-BASED 
PRODUCTS HAS BENEFITTED FROM 
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT…

“Murdock’s provide an extensive range of bespoke 
timbers for internal and external finishes.”
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company’s own range of Oak doors 
and an increase in the MDF range.
“We had to find the right balance 
between having increased capabilities 
to produce more high-quality products 
and being able to store them,” added 
Martin. “That is why we took our time 
and by introducing changes gradually 
we made sure that we didn’t disrupt 
our service levels. 
“We’ve also added nine new members 
of staff over the last three years due 
to an increase in business. Thanks 
to our decreased lead times, our 
added volume and our competitive 
pricing, we have continued to grow 
the business and are supplying 
products across Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland as well as into 
Great Britain.”
The machined timber division is 
already one of Ireland’s leading 
suppliers of timber and timber-based 
products and these series of changes 
have boosted the product range while 
reducing lead in times.

Carrying an extensive range of 
hardwoods, softwoods, MDF, 
modified alternatives and sheet 
materials, and with experienced staff 
operating state-of-the-art machinery, 
Murdock’s are able to supply both 
standard and bespoke timber 
products for all types of projects.
This includes a full range of 
machined timber products, from 
standard skirting and architrave 
moulds to customised window 
boards and stair parts. With an 
increasing demand from both 
domestic and commercial customers 
for more intricate and detailed 
timber sections, Murdock’s have 
combined technical expertise with 
modern machining technology 
and imaginative designs to deliver 
innovative solutions in this market.
The Warrenpoint plant stocks a large 
variety of high quality hardwood 
and softwood species imported 
from around the world with over 20 
different species of timber in stock.

•  Machined Timber
•  MDF Moulding
•  Sheet & Panel Materials
•  External Cladding
•  Bespoke Profiles
•  Pre-finishing
•  Composite Decking & 

Cladding
•  Domestic Doors
• Commercial Doors
• Landscaping

 SERVICES
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Leadon Timber Frame is currently 
manufacturing and erecting a 
wide range of high-performance 

timber frame structures throughout 
Northern Ireland, England, Scotland 
and the Republic of Ireland at 
different levels of the market.
Leadon Timber Frame has grown 
and matured as a company and 
is dedicated to the design and 
construction of crafted timber frame 
structures. The team is committed to 
ensuring that its clients’ requirements 
are fulfilled in all areas where 
satisfaction, value and quality become 
standard.
The company’s knowledge and use 
of modern methods of construction 
ensure that all its products are 

thermally efficient 
and ecologically 
sustainable, as well 
as cost-effective. A 
purpose-built, fully 
automated factory 
and offices along with 
continued investment 
in new technologies 
and personnel help 
ensure clients receive 
only the highest quality 
products and customer service. 
From high specification self build 
dwellings to large developments, 
multi-storey apartments, nursing 
homes and hotels, Leadon Timber 
Frame prides itself on its products and 
services to clients. 

Leadon Timber Frame, 
79 Dunnamore Road, 
Cookstown, County Tyrone, 
BT80 9NX
T: 028 867 51521
E: info@leadontimberframe.com
W: www.leadontimberframe.com

THANKS TO METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND A COMMITMENT TO QUALITY, 
LEADON TIMBER FRAME HAS NEVER BEEN BUSIER…

Quality service from Leadon Timber Frame
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Experienced 
timber 
merchant

company hold stocks of weatherboard, 
shiplap, tongue and groove, barrel 
board and TGV machined profiles in 
a range of lengths from 3.3m to 6m. 
Considerable stocks of Siberian larch 
are available as it is an ideal choice for 
cladding and decking.
As a well-established family-run 
business, William Kirkwood & Sons 
have provided timber and timber 
products to the wholesale and retail 
sectors for over a century. 
These products include all types of 
fencing, decking, bespoke wooden 

William Kirkwood & Sons 
supplies a wide range of 
untreated and preservative 

pressure-treated softwood timber 
suitable for agricultural, residential and 
commercial premises from its timber 
yard and pressure treatment plant in 
Castlewellan.
Using TanalithTM E 8000 from Lonza 
Timber Protection, timber can be 
preservative treated to suit the degree 
of hazard it is likely to be subjected to 
in its eventual end use.
As an expert in machined timber, the 

gates, wood pellets and kiln dried 
firewood. They are one of the few 
remaining suppliers of cleft chestnut 
fencing. Deliveries can be made 
to locations right across Northern 
Ireland.
William Kirkwood & Sons are happy 
to help with one off designs and have 
recently supplied specialist timber for 
the construction of a boathouse and a 
Douglas Fir framed building.
For more information, telephone 
028 4377 8276 or visit the website 
at www.wkirkwoodandsons.co.uk

TEL: 028 4377 8276
Fax: 028 4377 1770

www.wkirkwoodandsons.co.uk
email:info@wkirkwoodandsons.co.uk

5-9 Newcastle Road, Castlewellan BT31 9DP

STOCKIST OF SIBERIAN LARCH TIMBER 
FOR CLADDING AND DECKING

Siberian larch (Larix Sibirica) rates as one of the most durable 
softwood species, rich in lignum and resin giving it excellent 
durability.
An environmentally friendly choice for cladding or decking as 
current stocks of larch standing are estimated at over 30 billion 
m3. Siberian Larch is an ideal choice for external cladding or 
decking due to its natural durability and price advantage over 
tropical hardwood.
We can offer a range of profiles from weatherboard, shiplap to 
TGV for cladding and standard profiles for decking.
We also supply Accoya for both cladding and decking.

CASTLEWELLAN

WILLIAM KIRKWOOD & 
SONS OFFERS A WIDE 
RANGE OF CHOICE...
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or the Isle of Man – a fact that has 
benefitted the growing number of 
customers working across the UK and 
Ireland.
As timber specialists, Haldane Fisher 
offers:

• Construction timber – Providing 
an extensive stock of construction 
timber, incorporating the dimensions 
and lengths required for modern-day 
building. 

With a range that includes off-
the-shelf products alongside 
bespoke solutions, Haldane 

Fisher has an unrivalled reputation as a 
timber specialist.
The leading builders’ merchants has a 
specialist timber division that has been 
in place since the company was formed 
in 1946.
It is its manufacturing expertise 
that sets Haldane Fisher apart and 
continued significant investment in 

the company’s sawmills has enhanced 
this further. Using the latest milling 
techniques to deliver bespoke, detailed 
finishes, the sawmills machine both 
softwood and hardwood timber to 
deliver a vast array of various products. 
This includes timber treatment, I-Joists, 
Posi-Joists, Glulam, skirting, architraves 
and doors, amongst others. 
This extensive product range can be 
sourced through any Haldane Fisher 
branches in Northern Ireland, England 

A DIVERSE RANGE OF OFF-THE-SHELF AND BESPOKE TIMBER SOLUTIONS 
MANUFACTURED IN THE COMPANY’S STATE-OF-THE-ART SAWMILLS IS COMBINED WITH 
AN EXPERT SERVICE…

Complete timber package from 
HALDANE FISHER

TIMBER

MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER: HALDANE FISHER

Haldane Fisher has an unrivalled 
reputation as a timber specialist.
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engineered and laminates in a range 
of thicknesses and finishes suitable for 
domestic and industrial applications.

The breadth of Haldane Fisher’s timber 
portfolio is matched by the diversity of 
its customers, who range from builders 
of all sizes to serious DIYers and self-
builders. Every customer, however, 
receives the same high standards of 
service from the experienced team. 
This includes advice and guidance on 
projects of every size.
While it is easy for a company to state 
that its products are of the highest 
quality, Haldane Fisher can prove it. 
Accreditations highlight the company’s 
overall commitment to quality and 
also to delivering sustainable and 
environmentally friendly timber 
solutions, with many products offering 
FSC and PEFC certification. 

• Machined timber – The company’s 
specialist sawmills use the latest 
techniques and technology on both 
softwood and hardwood. 

• Engineered timber - This 
department designs and manufactures 
roof trusses, I-Joists and Posi-Joists. 
This pre-fabricated timber roof 
solution helps to reduce labour time 
and the portfolio has been enhanced 
by the addition of I-Joists and Posi-
Joists. 

• Timber treatment - Timber is 
impregnated with either Vascol Aqua 
or Tanalith E wood preservatives 
under rigidly controlled conditions 
in a double vacuum/low pressure 
plant. Vascol Aqua treatment is 
suitable for material that will be used 
above the DPC level and/ or above 

ground contact. Tanalith E is a green 
preservative treatment and is used for 
material below the DPC level and/or 
ground contact. 

• Panel products – The company’s 
panel product portfolio includes 
chipboard, OSB, MDF and a wide 
range of Custody Certified plywood 
for any application. Haldane Fisher 
also distributes Egger Protect - a 
chipboard panel faced with resin-
coated paper which, when combined 
with Haldane Fisher’s I-Joists and 
Posi-Joists, give a comprehensive 
CoC certified and low-carbon flooring 
solution that is protected from the 
elements for up to 42 days during 
construction. 

• Flooring - A variety of floor 
coverings is available in solid, 

TIMBER

MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER: HALDANE FISHER

Haldane Fisher, Shepherd’s Way, Carnbane, Newry, Co. Down, BT35 6QQ. 
Tel: +44 (0)28 3026 3201 - Fax: +44 (0)28 3026 8101 - www.haldane-fisher.com 
• NEWRY • BANGOR • PORTADOWN • LISBURN • BELFAST • COLERAINE • LARNE • BALLYMENA
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With over 30 years’ 
experience in the 
Construction sector, 

Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.
The major advantages of timber 
frame construction are its speed 
of erection, excellent thermal 
efficiency, sound performance 
and, of course, its considerable 
advantages over traditional building 
methods where environmental 
issues are concerned. 
Either choose from Kilbroney’s own 
comprehensive range of house 
styles from the company’s portfolio, 
or alternatively, the Kilbroney 
Timber Frame team is happy to 

manufacture and supply a kit to 
your own architectural design. 
For example, with the bungalow 
pictured (top right) you can have 
the timber frame kit supplied and 
erected, with all the insulation and 
the plasterboard, and the windows 
and external doors supplied and 
fitted for under £35,000!
Whether you are an architect, 
contractor or are embarking on a 
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber 
Frame can offer the right solution 
for your needs.
For more information on 
Kilbroney Timber Frame, 
telephone 028 4173 9077 
or e-mail 
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

HIGH QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from 
Kilbroney Timber Frame

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.

T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

TIMBER

MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER: KILBRONEY TIMBER FRAME






