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  Prisoners at Magilligan with ambitions 
to work in the construction industry one 
day have taken part in the first-ever 
Skillbuild NI competition in a UK prison. 
The Northern Ireland Prison Service, in 
partnership with the North West Regional 
College and Skillbuild NI, hosted the 
competition for prisoners demonstrating 
their skills in painting and decorating, 
woodwork, joinery, tiling, plastering, 
welding and horticulture. More than 70 
contenders took part in competition 
heats and were judged by Construction 
Industry Training Board Northern Ireland 
(CITB NI) representatives before a final 
32 were selected and winners announced 
in each of the eight categories. 
Barry Neilson, chief Executive of the 
Construction Industry Training Board 
Northern Ireland (CITB NI) added: “To 
host the first-ever event of this kind in 
a prison has been fantastic. I have been 
involved in skills competitions for over 20 
years and I know that those competitors 
who have displayed their skills to family 
members and fellow students will gain 
confidence and self-esteem.”

activity has been most marked in 
Northern Ireland. It is the seventh 
consecutive month that private 
sector output has fallen here and 
the fifth month that all sectors have 
been in decline.
“Perhaps most notably, 
construction saw the fastest rates 
of decline in output, and new 
orders in the sector are now at an 
82-month low. The manufacturing 
sector also reported its fastest 
pace of job losses in over 10 years. 
But the weakness is broad-based, 
and the largest sector, services, 
had a particularly difficult month in 
September with output and orders 
hitting 81-month lows. Looking 
ahead, Northern Ireland is the 
only UK region where firms expect 
output to be lower in 12-months’ 
time. This reflects the lack of 
confidence in the local private 
sector at present resulting from a 
range of factors, not least ongoing 
Brexit uncertainty. However, whilst 
a week is a long time in politics, 
a year is a very long time in 
economics, and much can change 
quickly on both fronts.”

  The latest Ulster Bank Northern 
Ireland PMI report – produced for 
Ulster Bank by IHS Markit – has 
indicated that the Northern Ireland 
private sector has moved deeper 
into contraction, as Brexit uncertainty 
impacted negatively on firms’ 
operations. Output, new orders and 
employment all fell at sharper rates, 
while business sentiment dropped to 
a new record low.
Commenting on the latest survey 
findings, Richard Ramsey, Chief 
Economist Northern Ireland, 
Ulster Bank, said: “Deteriorating 
business conditions were a key 
theme across the UK and further 
afield in September, and Northern 
Ireland was no exception. The latest 
Ulster Bank NI PMI shows that the 
pace of decline in output, new 
orders, employment, exports and 
expectations all accelerated last 
month relative to August. Notably, 
export orders at local firms fell to a 
97-month low, which underscores 
that this is not just a Northern Ireland 
problem, and that global demand is 
weakening. However, within the UK, 
the deterioration in private sector 

MAGILLIGAN PRISONERS IN 
SKILLBUILD COMPETITION

SHARPEST FALL IN OUTPUT SINCE 
NOVEMBER 2012
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  Northern Ireland’s housing market is an 
increasingly mixed picture, according to results 
of the RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors) and Ulster Bank Northern Ireland 
Residential Market Survey for September. 
The number of newly agreed sales over the 
last month recovered to a slow incline and 
new buyer enquiries remained in positive 
figures. However,w with instructions to sell 
continuing to decrease the near-term forecast 
is increasingly cautious. The ongoing lack of 
supply has been perceived to be influencing 
the driving up of prices, which remain on 
their upward trajectory but at a slower rate 
than previously. Following this, surveyors 
have projected that in the next three months 
prices will take a dip and sales will further 
decline. Respondents to the survey anecdotally 
commented on the recent resilience of the 
market despite looming Brexit concerns, but 
noted that political developments over the next 
few months are expected to have an impact. As 
a result, the 12-month outlook is uncertain, with 
surveyors predicting that prices will continue to 
rise but based on last month’s activity, they are 
recording an expected drop in sales.
Samuel Dickey, RICS Residential Property 
Spokesman in Northern Ireland, said: “The 
strongest area of our housing market is 
undoubtedly new homes, which continue to 
perform well with strong levels of activity, 
particularly amongst first term buyers as the 
wider instructions to sell are relatively low. The 
mixed results are reflective of the divergence 
we have across Northern Ireland, with some 
geographical areas experiencing more positivity 
than others and the resale market feeling the 
effects of cautious would-be-sellers.”   Belfast Harbour has revealed details of a £40million investment 

programme to upgrade its container terminal at Victoria Terminal 3 
(VT3) which connects Northern Ireland’s businesses to global markets 
through the European hub ports of Rotterdam and Antwerp.
Belfast Harbour recently launched its 2035 Strategic Outlook with 
plans to be the ‘Best Regional Port in the World’ and a ‘Smart 
Port’ by investing in new technology and enhancing capacity. The 
first investment announcement on the back of this for VT3 will 
improve productivity and help customers grow and target new trade 
opportunities. The three-year investment programme will see Belfast 
Harbour invest £28million in 10 new cranes and undertake major civil 
works delivered by local contractor F.P. McCann to reconfigure the 
27-acre terminal to increase terminal capacity by around 30% and 
improve terminal efficiency.

The company has also announced 
that it has achieved the newly 
revised 2018 standard in ISO OHS 
45001:2018.
The new OHS standards were 
revised to place more emphasis 
on the inclusion of all members 
of staff in setting and maintaining 
Health & Safety Standards. 
The revisions ensure these ISO 
management systems remain 
future-proof, relevant and able 
to serve the operational needs of 
organisations.

  SMET ensures its operations 
are carried out to the highest 
of standards. To achieve this, 
the company operates a triple-
award BSI certified Management 
System. This includes ISO 9001: 
2015 Quality Management 
System, ISO 14001: 2015 
Environmental Management 
System and ISO 45001:2018 
Occupational Health and Safety 
Management System (SSIP). This 
is SMET’s fourth consecutive 
year of triple certification status. 

HOUSE PRICES CONTINUING 
TO RISE BUT OVERALL 
PICTURE UNCERTAIN

TEAM SMET ACHIEVES TRIPLE AWARDS IN 
LATEST ISO STANDARDS 

BELFAST HARBOUR INVESTS £40M TO 
UPGRADE CONTAINER TERMINAL

 SMET Management team receiving their latest BSI certificate from Leo Tinnelly, Client 
Manager at British Standards Institute.
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  Tobermore is very proud to have supplied paving for 
the new Syd Millar pathway at The Ulster Rugby Kingspan 
Stadium in Belfast. Having decided to permanently mark 
Syd’s outstanding achievements and contribution, the IRFU 
Ulster Branch worked alongside the Millar family to identify 
a suitable tribute at the home of Ulster Rugby. As main 
sponsors and paving specialists, Tobermore supported 
the tribute with the creation of a rugby ball outline made 
using Braemar, Fusion and Retro paving in addition to a 
pathway. Supporters can view the Syd Millar Pathway, which 
runs from the Onslow Parade turnstiles down to the iconic 
Memorial Arch, during their next visit to Kingspan Stadium.
www.tobermore.co.uk

TOBERMORE SUPPLIES PAVING FOR 
ULSTER RUGBY SYD MILLAR PATHWAY

  AG has launched a new Fine Cast Brick which 
has been developed specifically with housing 
associations and private developments in mind. 
Woodward, which comes in nine colours and 
both smooth (sharp) and antique (rumbled) 
textures, has been designed with a depression 
in the top face in order to hold mortar. The new 
range ticks all the boxes and has guaranteed 
delivery times made possible by the efficient 
manufacturing process that enables AG to 
produce Woodward twice as fast as its other 
brick ranges. 
www.ag.uk.com

of management, supervisory and 
administrative roles in the retail 
sector. Ala Cieslikiewicz is the 
third and final new face at the 
firm and has been taken on as 
an Architectural Technologist. 
Ala, who has a BA (Hons) in 
Architecture and Urban Design 
from Sopot University of Applied 
Science, Poland and a Diploma 
in Architecture Technology from 
Gomel State Road-Building 
College, Belarus, has over 
four years’ experience in the 
residential, commercial and 
manufacturing sectors. 
T: 028 9033 4250
www.hamiltonarchitects.co.uk

  Hamilton Architects has 
taken on three new members of 
staff. Ryan Hood, who has just 
been appointed as an architect 
at the company, has a BSc in 
Architecture and a BArch and 
has 15 years’ experience across 
a variety of sectors including 
healthcare, commercial, 
residential and community. 
Mauricia Croan has been 
appointed as an Administrative 
Executive at Hamilton 
Architects. Mauricia, who has 
a BSc in Computer Science 
from the OU at the University 
of Chester, has eight years’ 
experience working in a variety 

AG WOODWARD BRICKS

NEW FACES AT HAMILTON ARCHITECTS 

Ryan Hood. Mauricia Croan. Ala Cieslikiewicz.

Ian McIlwrath, David Henderson, Karen Henderson form Tobermore Concrete, 
Syd Millar and Philip Gregg Ulster Branch Senior Vice President during the official 
opening of the Syd Millar Pathway at Kingspan Stadium, Ravenhill Park, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. Photo by John Dickson / DICKSONDIGITAL
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After participating in the 
Great North Run on behalf of 
Parkinson’s UK, Rob and Jonny 
Haldane managed to raise an 
incredible £11,000 in just three 
months. The charity was chosen 
as Parkinson’s has affected 
their family, friends and father 
Ian Haldane (Group Managing 
Director of The Haldane Shiells 
Group), who was diagnosed with 
the disease last year. 
“We’ve had unbelievable 
support from friends, family, 
suppliers and customers. That 
support has helped us raise 
£11,000 which is phenomenal,” 
said Rob. The Ballymena 

branch in particular pulled out 
all the stops to support the two 
brothers. “The branch manager, 
Carl Toman, held a company 
golf day and all the customers 
made donations. From that event 
alone, we got over £400. We’re 
really thankful for all the support 
we received and to get that level 
of support from customers is 
really amazing.” 
Although Jonny and Rob didn’t 
get too much training in before 
the race, they still managed to 
run it in under two hours. “We 
wanted to do it in two hours 
but we ended up doing it in 1 
hour 54 minutes. We beat our 

target so we were delighted! 
An old school friend had said 
he would double his donation if 
we beat two hours so that was 
a big motivation. We were both 
absolutely shattered after it but 
the sense of satisfaction was 
amazing.” 
To support Rob and Jonny and 
make a donation to Parkinson’s 
UK, go to www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/jonnyhaldane

ROB AND JONNY HALDANE HAVE RAISED AN EXTRAORDINARY SUM OF 
MONEY FOR PARKINSON’S UK...

NEWS

Running for a great cause 

“We’re really thankful for all the support 
we received and to get that level of support 
from customers is really amazing.” 

Haldane Fisher, Shepherd’s Way, Carnbane, Newry, Co Down, BT35 6QQ. 
T: 028 3026 3201 - www.haldane-fisher.com 
• NEWRY • BANGOR • PORTADOWN • LISBURN • BELFAST • COLERAINE • LARNE • BALLYMENA • ENNISKILLEN

Pictured  L-R are Jonny 
and Rob Haldane with their 
cheque for Parkinson’s UK.
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DOORS AND DOOR SETS

With over 50 years’ 
experience specifying 
and supplying doors 

it will come as no surprise that 
Doorways is the largest door 
distributor in Northern Ireland. By 
building strong relationships with 
leading manufacturers such as 
Bridgman IBC, Performance Door 
Set Solutions Ltd, JELD-WEN UK, 

as well as importing their own 
range of door designs, Doorways 
can deliver bespoke solutions for 
projects across the residential 
and commercial sectors. 
Doorways residential projects 
range from bespoke one off 
residences to large social 
housing sites. Commercially the 
contracts team can supply doors 

to the healthcare, 
education and leisure 
sectors. Doorways will 
work with you from 
inception through 
to completion on 
site with specialist 
technical support at 
every stage of the 
project. 
The company refuses 
to compromise on 
quality no matter 

what sector it supplies and in an 
industry which is ever-changing 
especially in the aftermath of 
the Grenfell Tower tragedy, 
Doorways has maintained 
its meticulous approach to 
traceability and compliance, 
ensuring it remains a safe choice 
for both trade and domestic 
customers.

DOORWAYS NORTHERN IRELANDS LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF DOORS AND 
DOOR SETS TO THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY…

Doors and door sets

•  Methodist College –   
 McArthur Hall
•  Culloden Hotel
•  Stanmillis Evangelical   
 Presbyterian Church
•  Grassy Meadows – Sheltered 
 Housing, London
•  Randox – Clinical Building
•  Botanic Studios – Student  
 Accommodation

Door & Door Set Projects

Y
O

U
R

 L
O

C
A

L
 D

O
O

R
 S

P
E

C
IA

L
IS

T

T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk

www.doorways.co.uk
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Northern Irish building 
company Lowry Building & 
Civil Engineering Ltd from 

Castlederg has beaten builders 
across the UK to scoop the award 
for the best Public Sector project in 
the prestigious Federation of Master 
Builders’ (FMB) Master Builder 
Awards 2019. These awards, which 
celebrate the nation’s best builders, 
were announced recently in front of 
a packed audience at a ceremony in 
London.
Nick Knowles, TV presenter and 
building enthusiast, handed the best 
Public Sector project award to the 
company for work undertaken at the 
Western Health and Social Care Trust 
Hospital, Derry (WHSCT).
Lowry Building & Civil Engineering 
constructed two highly specified, 
new build surgical theatres within 
an internal courtyard space of the 
existing Altnagelvin Area Hospital 

building. The high-risk project 
was completed in a ‘live’ hospital 
environment bounded by operational 
wards and busy clinics. The confined 
site location caused 
restricted staff access 
while strict infection 
control procedures had 
to be implemented and 
monitored over the 
contract duration. No 
material delivery was 
permitted through the 
hospital; everything had 
to be craned in overhead 
using out-of-hours 
scheduling to prioritise 
the needs of WHSCT and patients. 
An existing prefabricated unit was 
demolished and removed overhead 
of the hospital building to establish 
a site for the new theatres’ steel 
frame. An existing area within 
the hospital was also completely 

renovated to tie in with the new build. 
Health and safety was paramount in 
this high-risk hospital environment, 
with constant public interface and 

intense requirement for 
infection control. All 
plans were reviewed in 
detail by WHSCT prior to 
commencement and all 
possible work activities 
were planned out of hours 
to reduce disturbance to 
staff and patients. Judges 
were impressed with the 
finish and care taken during 
the complicated operation.
Brian Berry, Chief Executive 

of the FMB, said, “This project 
is of a high quality with a clinical 
finish, delivering vital services to an 
impressive standard of construction. 
Lowry Building & Civil Engineering is a 
very worthy winner.”
www.fmb.org.uk/awards

LOWRY BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING LTD HAS SCOOPED THE AWARD FOR BEST 
PUBLIC SECTOR PROJECT AT THE FMB AWARDS...

Awards glory for Tyrone builder 

“This project is 
of a high quality 
with a clinical 

finish, delivering 
vital services to 
an impressive 
standard of 

construction.”
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Speakers have been 
confirmed for the 
upcoming CIOB Annual 

Dinner in Belfast. Wilma Erskine, 
former Secretary Manager of 
Royal Portrush and driving force 
behind bringing The Open to 
Northern Ireland, as well as Chris 
Henry, former Ulster and Irish 
Rugby Union Player, will feature 
as part of a Q&A session with 
compere Adrian Logan.
The black-tie event, which will 
take place on Friday 27th March 
2020 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Shaw’s Bridge in Belfast, is open 
to members and non-members 
of the CIOB. The Belfast Hub 
Annual Dinner remains the 
premier social networking 
opportunity in the Belfast 
construction industry calendar, 
with over 250 attendees enjoying 

an entertaining evening, fabulous 
food, wine and company.
For 2020, the CIOB is delighted 
to welcome back the popular 
UTV Live Sports Editor and 
Presenter, Adrian Logan (Logie) 
who will act as compere for the 
evening and provide some lively 
entertainment. This year’s venue, 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, offers 
over 300 complimentary car 
parking spaces and first come, 
first served basis. A special 
discount on accommodation of 
20% has been secured off best 
available rate by contacting 
reservations on 028 9089 1896 
and quoting CIOB Dinner 2020. 
On Saturday 6th April 2019, 
Philip Corr, the Vice Chair of the 
CIOB Hub Committees, sadly 
passed away. In honour of Philip, 
the chosen charity for this year’s 

Dinner is the Air Ambulance 
Northern Ireland. The cost to 
attend for an individual is £70, 
tables of eight cost £560 while a 
table of 10 costs £650. Tables of 
12 cost £720 including VAT. 

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available. Contact 
Julie Fitzsimmons, CIOB 
Member Services & Events 
Coordinator by email at 
jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk or 
call +44 (0)7760 164 101.

HIGH PROFILE SPEAKERS WILL TAKE TO THE STAGE AT THE CIOB ANNUAL DINNER, 
TAKING PLACE ON THE 27TH OF MARCH...

EVENT

Speakers confirmed for CIOB 
annual dinner

Gary Blair, Chair of the CIOB Belfast Hub, Niamh Webbley-O’Gorman, CIOB Development Manager and Compere Adrian Logan launching the event

“The Belfast Hub Annual Dinner remains the 
premier social networking opportunity in the 
Belfast construction industry calendar, with 
over 250 attendees enjoying an entertaining 
evening, fabulous food, wine and company.”
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  The iconic Rawltruck, from the 
Rawlplug Academy, has been travelling 
across the world conducting CPD 
training with engineers, specifiers, 
contractors and universities. On the 20th 
of September, the Rawltruck stopped 
in Northern Ireland to train some of 
the industry’s biggest and brightest 

  On the site of the new South West 
College Erne Campus.  South West College 
in association with Tracey Brothers Ltd., 
the main contractors responsible for 
the Campus build, have collaborated to 

  Demand from occupiers 
dropped in the Northern Ireland 
commercial property market 
during the third quarter of 2019, 
largely driven by an increasingly 
challenging retail landscape, 
according to the latest RICS 
(Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors) and Ulster Bank 
Commercial Market Survey.
The net balance for overall 
occupier demand in Northern 
Ireland was -11 percent, 
meaning that 11 per cent more 
respondents said that occupier 
demand fell than those who said 
it rose.
Although demand for industrial 
space continues to increase 
(according to a net balance of 
+12 percent of respondents), 
the intensity of requirement is 
easing further after Q2 first saw 
Brexit-induced manufacturing 
stockpiling begin to fall back.
In terms of the retail sector, 
surveyors reported that 
occupier demand for retail 
space continued to drop at a 
significant rate, as prospects for 
the high street look progressively 
challenging. Indeed, the net 
balance of -61 percent for retail 
occupier demand is the lowest 
since 2008.

RAWLTRUCK VISITS NORTHERN IRELAND 

SOUTH WEST COLLEGE AND TRACEY’S 
LAUNCH NEW ERNE ACADEMY

POLITICAL 
UNCERTAINTY 
CONTINUING

construction leaders at the Profast HQ 
in Belfast. On the day, visitors were 
treated to product demonstrations and 
tests, workshops on the correct use of 
Rawlplug’s technical services, dedicated 
product-specific training courses and 
bespoke technical support. 
www.rawlplug.com

create a unique learning opportunity for 
students.  
The Erne Academy will enable students 
to study in a ‘living learning laboratory’ 
created by the new campus environment, 
which will be the first educational 
building worldwide to achieve the highest 
international standard in environmental 
construction – PassivHaus Premium and 
BREEAM excellent.
Through the Erne Academy, students, 
researchers and teaching academics will 
be able to identify industry best practice 
in relation to the use of technology and 
innovation to support sustainable living 
in the region. Areas such as, energy, 
environmental impact, water usage, and 
sustainable construction techniques will 
be examined in relation to design and 
building applications for domestic and 
commercial buildings in the future.

John Moss, Head of Faculty, SWC, Siobhan Ferguson, 
SWC student, Michael McAlister, Chief Executive, SWC, 
Alan Strong, Smart Region Collaborative Officer, Francis 
McKenna, SWC student, Tracey McGovern, Tracey Bros., 
and John Tracey, Managing Director, Tracey Bros. 

The team at Profast with Stephen Clarke (second left), National Sales Manager.

Brian Henning, Chair of RICS in 
Northern Ireland.
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The engineered product range 
from Hadley Group delivers high 
performance and can be used 

for practical solutions across a number 
of applications including construction, 
agriculture, MoD and civil engineering 
sectors. 
Benefitting from the latest coil-fed 
manufacturing techniques, Hadley 
Group can manufacture high strength, 
low-maintenance sinusoidal cladding. 
Thanks to its own production facility, 
Hadley Group can supply its products 
in a range of sizes and thicknesses. This 
freedom allows the company to meet 
any architectural challenge regardless 
of how difficult they might seem. 
Hadley Group also manufactures 
trapezoidal cladding solutions at 
its industry-leading facilities. The 
collection of industrial box profile 

cladding solutions is available in a 
range of gauges, sizes, finishes and 
coatings to suit every project. Offering 
easy erection, low maintenance and 
an attractive finish, the complete box 
profile can be configured over or 
under the existing purlin. As well as 

engineered cladding solutions, the 
company offers a number of related 
accessories such as flashings, ridges 
and trims. 
www.hadleygroup.com/markets/
construction/non-structural-products/
steel-cladding

COMBINING ITS IN-HOUSE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE AND MANUFACTURING CAPABILITIES, 
HADLEY GROUP CAN DELIVER A WIDE RANGE OF EXTERNAL CLADDING SOLUTIONS...

CLADDING

Innovative cladding solutions from Hadley Group
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FEATURE

Pictured from left are Gareth Brown, GRAHAM, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President and 
Gary Holmes, GRAHAM.

GRAHAM was declared 
the ‘Overall Winner’ for 
its work on the Grand 

Central Hotel at the Construction 
Excellence Awards 2019, held 
recently at the Crowne Plaza 
Belfast. The company also won the 
Commercial Construction Award 
for the £53million iconic four-star 
hotel while another much deserved 
GRAHAM project, the Acute Mental 
Health Inpatient Centre in Belfast 
City Hospital, was named the best 
Health Infrastructure Award. 
Commenting on GRAHAM’s overall 
win, Federation Managing Director 
John Armstrong said, “GRAHAM’s 
work in delivering the £53million 
project is an excellent example of 
how our local construction industry 
is pivotal to the development of so 
many important projects across a 

Awards highlight construction 
excellence across NI

AWARDS GLORY FOR GRAHAM AS COMPANY WINS ‘OVERALL AWARD’ AT 2019 
CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS…

wide range of sectors in Northern 
Ireland each year. The judging 
panel was particularly impressed 
with how GRAHAM dealt with 
a number of unforeseen issues 
during construction, including a 
requirement to hand over three 
months earlier than an already 
challenging completion date. 
Additionally, there were no 
reportable incidents, with over one 
million man hours worked. The 
delighted client has a magnificent 
building that has transformed 
Belfast’s skyline.”
Hosted by the Construction 
Employers Federation, the awards 
also recognised an additional 16 
category winners from across the 
construction industry in Northern 
Ireland for excellence in general 
construction, housing, infrastructure 

and quality performance.
John also commended each of the 
16 category award winners for their 
success against what he described as a 
‘time of ongoing political and economic 
uncertainty’ for the construction industry 
in Northern Ireland.
Now in their 20th year, the Construction 
Excellence Awards continue to go 
from strength to strength with this year 
seeing a record number of over 150 
entries across all 16 categories.
For more information on the 
Construction Employers Federation, 
visit www.cefni.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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FEATURE

GRAHAM scooped the ‘Overall 
Award’ for the Grand 
Central Hotel in Belfast at 

the prestigious 2019 Construction 
Excellence Awards, held recently at 
the Crowne Plaza Belfast. The most 
important accolade of the night 
was awarded to the company for its 
stellar and faultless work on the iconic 
£53million four-star hotel, following a 
challenging two-year programme. The 
project was described by Federation 
Managing Director John Armstrong as 
an excellent example of how our local 
construction industry is pivotal to the 
development of so many important 
projects in Northern Ireland each year. 
Before being named ‘Overall Winner’, 
Graham also won the Commercial 
Construction Award, again for its work 
on the hotel along with the Health 
Infrastructure Award for the Acute 

OVERALL AWARD - COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION AWARD - 
HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE AWARD

Graham is best in class  

A TRULY ICONIC BUILDING, GRAHAM SCOOPS THREE AWARDS, ALONG WITH THE 
‘OVERALL AWARD’, FOR ITS WORK ON THE £53M GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL IN BELFAST

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, William Gott, Site Manager 
and Edel Creery, NIE Networks.

Mental Health Inpatient Centre at 
Belfast City Hospital.  
The Grand Central Hotel wasn’t a 
standard hotel construction. The 
building, which was originally a 1970s 
concrete-framed office space, was 
completely reinvented by the team 
at GRAHAM. This process involved 
removing the existing façade before 
the entire building was reclad in an 
operation described as “the biggest 
jigsaw puzzle in Belfast”. Just over 
1,810 tonnes of new concrete were 
used, while the tallest crane in Ireland 
was in operation throughout the 
project, requiring one flight path 
adjustment into Belfast City Airport. 
Judges were highly impressed 
with how GRAHAM managed the 
unforeseen issues that cropped up 
during the build phase, including 
a requirement to hand over three 

months before the completion date. 
An exemplary health and safety 
programme ensured there were no 
reportable incidents on site, a standard 
that GRAHAM strives to replicate on 
all projects it undertakes. The resulting 
building has totally transformed Belfast’s 
skyline. It features 300 luxurious 
bedrooms, three restaurants and 
conference and meeting room facilities. 
Described as the ‘jewel in the crown’, an 
observatory bar sits on the 23rd floor, 
offering guests unparalleled views across 
the city. 
A most deserving winner, GRAHAM’s 
work on Belfast’s Grand Central Hotel 
has certainly paid off. 

T: 028 9268 9500
W: www.graham.co.uk

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Gary Holmes, GRAHAM and Raymonde Nathan JLT.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Gareth Brown, Project 
Manager and Jonny McCluskey, Crescent Specialist Recruitment.
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Consisting of 46 detached and semi-detached 
homes, Huntingdon Hill in Derriaghy scooped the 
coveted Private Housing Award for EHA Group. 

Completed in late 2018, the classically designed houses 
in this development have been designed and built around 
the clients’ needs and boast spacious, modern interiors 
with high quality finishes, both internally and externally. 
Judges were impressed by the high levels of workmanship 
that are so evident throughout the development and by 
the consideration that has so clearly been given to the 
end user. Kitchens within each house were created by 
EHA’s specialist joinery division, providing clients with 
superior choice and experience from 15 years of crafted 
kitchen design. Sustainability is at the heart of Huntingdon 
Hill, an element that’s also reflected in the availability of 
green spaces around the area. With this development, 
EHA Group has kept the needs of the end user in mind 
throughout the entire build process. 

T: 028 7181 1634
W: www.ehagroup.co.uk

Meeting the needs of the client 

PRIVATE HOUSING AWARD

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, David Allingham, Procurement 
Manager EHA Group and Padraig Venney, NHBC.

BSG Civil Engineering Ltd was declared the winner 
of the Transport and Utilities Infrastructure award 
for its work on the Camlough Dam Refurbishment 

at this year’s Construction Excellence Awards. Essential 
improvements have been made at the lake by the 
experienced and technically proficient team at BSG, works 
which have rehabilitated the dam whilst also providing an 
enhanced recreational and tourism resource for the future. 
BSG Civil Engineering Ltd has completed multiple complex 
projects for clients such as NI Water for over 35 years. Its 
work on Camlough Dam further reinforces its ability to meet  
any challenge. This project included repair and strengthening 
of the reservoir earth dam embankment, which had been 
leaking, to ensure its future integrity and also further provide 
extra security in the event of heavy rainfall. The construction 
of a valve tower, within the lake, to control outlet flows along 
with new Spill weir and Stilling chamber were added flood 
prevention benefits incorporated in the project. 

T: 028 7964 3610 - E: info@bsgcivilengineering.co.uk
www.bsgcivilengineering.co.uk

TRANSPORT AND UTILITIES 
INFRASTRUCTURE AWARD

Expertise from Maghera 
Civil Engineering Company

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Michael Watson, BSG Project Manager 
and Andrew Murray, Department for Infrastructure.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS



www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 23FOLLOW US ON:

FEATURE

This year’s Social Housing Award went to GEDA 
Construction for the Durham Street development 
in Belfast. A most deserving winner, this project 

consisted of the construction of 23 social housing units 
within the former Central Tuberculosis Institute, a B1 listed 
building. Located within a densely populated residential 
inner city area in Belfast, GEDA Construction has created 
a mix of apartments for the elderly along with 11 family 
homes. The historic building required a significant amount 
of restoration works; neglected building fabric such as the 
ornate staircase was sympathetically restored or replaced. 
Judges were impressed by the conservation-led approach 
that was adopted by the company on this project; a 
significant amount of the existing brick and slate was 
re-used. Judges also admired GEDA Construction’s use 
of processes and products with a reduced environmental 
impact which in turn have provided lower running costs for 
the end-user.

T: 028 8774 7600
W: www.geda.co.uk

SOCIAL HOUSING AWARD

A conservation-led approach to 
social housing

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Eddie Murnin, GEDA, Damian 
Murray, GEDA and Louise Warde-Hunter, Department for Communities.

All of the skills and expertise of the Killowen Contracts’ 
conservation team were applied to the Grade A 
listed Lanyon Building at Queen’s University Belfast. 

The award-winning company has restored the building to 
the original vision of its architect, Sir Charles Lanyon, in a 
sympathetic, ‘only where necessary’ manner, using traditional 
construction skills and expert craftsmen. As much of the 
original fabric as possible was conserved and restored and 
only when absolutely necessary were materials replaced 
or altered. Brickwork, repointing and the replacement of 
decorative stonework were carried out by experts at Killowen 
who are well versed in using best practice techniques for 
historic building repairs. The project wasn’t without its 
challenges. The new rectangular zinc lattice windows and 
the restoration of corroded windows required creative 
approaches from the Killowen team. The restored project 
is testament to Killowen’s dedication and passion for these 
types of specialist projects. 

T: 028 4175 3378
W: www.killowencontracts.co.uk

An historic building brought 
back to life

RESTORATION AWARD

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Brian McGivern, MD Killowen Contracts 
and Damian Toner, Queen’s University Belfast.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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O’Hare & McGovern’s work on the School of 
Biological Sciences at Queen’s is a masterclass 
in education construction. 

Built on the site of the former Science Library, the new 
building was determined by the level changes that were 
necessary due to the three separate areas connecting 
the site. 
Parts of the building are underground but despite 
that, OHMG has created an airy, spacious building 
with a façade that respects the scale of neighbouring 
properties. Judges were impressed by the central atrium 
that acts as the social hub of the school and allows 
daylight to penetrate deep into the building. 
The plaza that sits at the main entrance is another focal 
point of the building while a public realm space has 
created another ‘destination’ point for students. The 
building has also been designed to minimise its impact 
on the environment a most deserving winner.   

T: 028 3026 4662
W: www.ohmg.com

An award-winning space 
for learning

EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE 
AWARD

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Thomas Mahon, Queen’s University 
Belfast, Seanie O’Hare, O’Hare & McGovern and Harry Weir, Willis Towers Watson.

McAleer & Rushe was declared the winner of 
the Health & Safety Award at the Construction 
Excellence Awards 2019. With health and 

safety playing such a crucial role on every construction 
site across the country, this was an award that every 
company in the room wanted to win. McAleer & Rushe 
has implemented a strict health and safety programme 
across all its projects and is committed to its continual 
improvement. 
To achieve this, objectives and targets are set within 
a continual improvement programme. The company 
believes that only by accepting health, safety and welfare 
awareness and responsibility as an integral part of the 
overall duties and responsibilities of every board member, 
employee and sub-contractor, can it’s objectives be 
achieved. A truly worthy winner, McAleer & Rushe’s 
commitment to upholding the highest levels of health and 
safety across its sites is to be commended. 

T: 028 8676 3741
W: www.mcaleer-rushe.co.uk

HEALTH & SAFETY AWARD

Upholding the highest standards 
of health and safety

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Declan McLogan, SHEQ Director at 
McAleer Rushe and Derek Martin, HSENI.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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Awarded to a project outside of Northern Ireland 
but within GB and ROI, the new Science and 
Technology Centre and Sixth Form Centre at 

Sevenoaks School in London was the deserving winner 
of the GB & Republic of Ireland Construction Award 
(above £5million). Gilbert-Ash was commended by 
judges for turning what could have been a challenging 
situation – building in a live environment – into a 
learning opportunity for pupils. Activity packs were 
handed out by the contractor to the students to 
teach them about the build process and about the 
importance of health and safety in a construction 
environment. For the first time, the new £20million 
development brings together all four core fields of 
science under one roof and includes state-of-the-art 
facilities as well as a multi-purpose space. The project 
is a testament to the expertise and innovation at the 
heart of the Gilbert-Ash team. 

T: 028 9066 4334
W: www.gilbert-ash.com

ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE IN 
PARTNERING AWARD
GB & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND CONSTRUCTION AWARD, ABOVE £5M

Getting children engaged with 
construction

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, MD Gilbert-Ash and CEF President, Aaron Coffey, 
Project Manager Seven Oaks and Chris Conway, Translink.

A collaborative, integrated and innovative approach 
to partnering in the delivery of a project ensured 
Gilbert-Ash collected the ‘Achieving Excellence in 

Partnering Award’ for the Mayhew Theatre Learning Facility 
in London. 
The company was also awarded the GB & Republic of 
Ireland Construction Award (below £5million) for the 
project which has been described as a masterclass in 
construction technical excellence. It has the advantage of a 
hyperbolic paraboloid zinc roof which holds the timber-clad 
ceiling in place. 
A series of curved glass panes sit between the timber 
ceiling and the terrace, forming an oval-shaped glass 
façade that’s not only shaped to the curve of the theatre 
walls, but also with the undulating roof. Judges were 
impressed by the approach adopted by Gilbert-Ash that 
allowed this complex design to become a reality. This is a 
building that will stand the test of time. 

T: 028 9066 4334
W: www.gilbert-ash.com

Excellence in partnership

ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE IN 
PARTNERING AWARD
GB & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND CONSTRUCTION AWARD, BELOW £5M

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Andrew Whitten, General Manager 
Gilbert-Ash Fit Out and Paddy Harty, PKF-FPM.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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Henry Brothers provides the highest standard 
of training for real life results, in recognition 
that altogether the business is stronger if there 

is a good connection between talent development, 
succession planning and business goals.  
This company has built a reputation for bespoke 
training practices, laying out improved processes and 
procedures and embedding Henry Brothers’ values and 
practices across the company, enabling the workforce to 
better understand client expectations and empowering 
them with the skills and confidence to deliver on them.
The judges were impressed by the company’s 
commitment to attracting new people into the industry, 
supporting young people during their educational 
years and seeking to lead the next generation of the 
construction workforce.  Their innovative methods of 
engagement are paying dividends in terms of increasing 
their workforce.

T: 028 7963 1631
W: www.henrybrothers.co.uk

Recognising and rewarding talent 

TRAINING AWARD 

Pictured L-R, Barry Nelson, CITBNI, Joel Henry, Trainee Engineer, Sandra Overend, 
Training & Development Manager and Ray Hutchinson, CEF President.

Since the inception of the company Sustainable 
Business Strategy, Henry Brothers has become aa 
green leader in the business arena, having been 

awarded numerous accolades for its commitment to the 
environmental agenda. The Environmental Sustainability 
award presented by the CEF was testament to the 
process and procedures engrained in the company’s 
culture, where sustainability plays a vital role in shaping 
the businesses’ future. From assessing each project from 
early design stage, Henry Brothers collaborates with 
clients and designers to deliver high quality sustainable 
projects, with the focus on eliminating environmental 
risk, protecting and enhancing biodiversity, designing out 
waste and reducing the building’s carbon footprint. Henry 
Brothers’ bespoke low carbon modular units fabricated 
at its head office also offer clients a lower carbon 
alternative to traditional build techniques. Henry Brothers 
also established a Forum with sustainability leaders to 
collaborate and provide solutions to sustainability issues 
within the sector.

T: 028 7963 1631 - W: www.henrybrothers.co.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AWARD

A truly sustainable ethos 

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Charlene Jones, Environmental & 
Sustainability Manager and David Small, NI Environment Agency.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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Completed in February 2014, the Daisy Lodge 
development in Newcastle, Co Down is a purpose-
built therapeutic centre for families affected by 

cancer. Such an important and life-changing building 
required careful consideration from Heron Bros, who 
strove to deliver a project that blended into its beautiful 
surroundings while meeting exceptionally high standards 
in environmental and sustainable design. Collaboration 
with the client was crucial and allowed Heron Bros to 
build an innovative and sustainable building that has 
been recognised several times for its green credentials. 
The building has been designed and built with the user’s 
comfort in mind and has, since its completion in 2014, been 
providing children and their families with a safe, supportive 
environment that in no way feels clinical. Completed two 
months ahead of schedule, this is a project that stands out 
in Heron Bros’ impressive portfolio and one that continues 
to meet an essential need across the province. 

T: 028 796 28505
W: www.heronbros.com

BUILDING IN USE AWARD

Built with care and compassion

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Shauna Young, CR Manager Heron 
Bros, Noel Mullan, Commercial Director Heron Bros and Gary Hunter, JP Corry.

With the Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing & Leisure 
Complex in Newtownards, Heron Bros has built 
a valuable and versatile community amenity 

that has, since opening, recorded unprecedented demand 
from visitors. Judges were impressed by the social value 
this £30million project has brought to the area and by 
how the needs of the end-user were quite obviously the 
primary consideration for the contractor. When it comes 
to what a community wants from a leisure centre these 
days, this innovative building has bucked the trend. A 
dome-covered synthetic turf training area, sports halls, 
swimming pools, fitness suites and luxury spa aren’t what 
your typical leisure centre usually offers. The building 
geometry was challenging and required some creative 
thinking through an excellent collaborative approach. 
With high standards of construction throughout, Heron 
Bros has created an exemplar building that’s going down 
a storm with locals. 

T: 028 796 28505
W: www.heronbros.com

Built with the community in mind

SOCIAL/COMMUNITY 
CONSTRUCTION AWARD

Pictured L-R, Ray Hutchinson, CEF President, Theresa McErlane, Contracts Manager 
Heron Bros, Paddy McCullagh, Senior Quality Surveyor Heron Bros and Rajesh Rana, 
Andras House.

CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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BIM

BIM is a key part of the fourth 
revolution (digitalisation) 
of the AEC industry, an 

enabling tool for a cleaner and more 
sustainable build environment. This 
has been recognised by the European 
commission and a number of H2020 
funded projects including BIMCert, 
an association focused on providing 
training frameworks and support in 
order to upskill the industry.

WHAT IS BIM?
Building Information Modelling (BIM) 
is a method based in modern digital 
technology, mainly a 3D model data 
enriched twin and associated set of 
auxiliary tools and processes, that 
can, among other things, be used to 
support sustainability trends in the 
construction sector.

WHY BIM UPSKILLING IS 
REQUIRED
There are increasing requirements 
for energy-efficiency competencies 
and applicable skills, resulting 
from European decarbonisation 
and sustainable energy long-term 
strategies. 
Therefore, solving the problem of 
development of skills for sustainable 
energy, required by the construction 
sector and stimulating demand for 
sustainable construction and a skilled 
energy workforce, is closely connected 
to the upgrading of the BIM skills of 
construction professionals. 
As a sustainable energy-supportive 
technology, BIM is a vital tool for 
reducing the carbon footprint in 
the construction sector. BIM is the 
backbone of the new informed way 
of working in the construction sector, 
triggered and targeted by digitisation 

and equipped to manage the full 
energy content of construction. Such 
is the impact of BIM that the European 
Commission has supported, promoted 
and developed several policies and 
initiatives aiming to foster digitalisation 
in the construction sector. 
Digitisation and the use of BIM in 
the construction sector are in its 
infancy in some regions. The digital 
journey utilising BIM will generate 
usages and breakthroughs in the 
knowledge, use and results achieved 
through the deployment of sustainable 
energy skills. Now is the time for the 
implementation of digitisation in the 
construction sector to proactively 
and effectively reduce the carbon 
footprint and environmental impact of 
construction. BIM provides the data for 
a building’s energy consumption. This 
data can then be used as information 
to make informed decisions on how 
best to manage the entire energy 
circle of a building.

BIM’S CONTRIBUTION WITHIN 
THE FOUR SEGMENTS OF 
THE ENERGY LIFE CYCLE IN 
CONSTRUCTION
There are four segments within the 
energy life cycle in construction: 
potential, embedded, operational 
and sustainable energy. These four 
segments together account for all 

of the energy used in the complete 
construction life cycle and are mutually 
dependent and therefore, cannot be 
considered separately. Decisions and 
actions are not mutually exclusive; 
decisions made within one segment 
have significant impacts across the 
entire energy circle.

BIM-based energy modelling 
provides several benefits, including 
more accurate and complete energy 
performance analysis in early design 
stages, improved lifecycle cost analysis 
and more opportunities for monitoring 
actual building performance during the 
operation phase. 
As we move forward, there is a need 
for construction techniques, policy 
formulation and policy implementation 
to be integrated into a balanced 
and coherent system delivering 
sustainability across the entire 
construction supply chain. However, 
BIM is a tool. BIM is only an enabler. 
Digital environment is a medium. It’s 
people and professionals that can 
make and implement the change. A 
tool is only as good as its operator. 
The H2020 BIMcert Project is 
working towards offering a suitable 
solution. For further information 
on BIM training, please contact 
paulmccormack@belfastmet.ac.uk or 
visit https://energybimcert.eu/

CAN BIM HELP THE INDUSTRY MEET ITS ENERGY EFFICIENCY TARGETS? BIMCERT, A 
EUROPEAN-WIDE PROJECT AIMED AT SUPPORTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF BIM 
ACROSS THE CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CHAIN, THINKS IT CAN...

Are you 
BIM ready? 
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As we become older, our 
hearing is often affected as 
part of the ageing process 

and we lose the ability to hear high 
frequency sounds. Children can 
typically hear or sense sounds at 
20,000 Hz, whereas many people 
aged 85 cannot hear 8,000 Hz and so 
have lost a huge part of their range 
of hearing. In a noisy environment 
it is difficult to pick out speech and 
understand conversation; this is 
isolating, increases anxiety and can 
become distressing.
For many people with dementia the 
ability to filter sound disappears. 
Sound is often experienced as a 
cacophony of constant background 
noise to which people are extremely 
sensitive. Noise has been shown 
to increase stress levels, anxiety, 
confusion, blood pressure, heart rate 
and fatigue. In addition, people with 
Alzheimer’s disease can experience 
perceptual problems, which means 
they can misinterpret some things 
they see or hear.
However, we must remember 
that not all sound is ‘bad’; whilst a 
recent study found a link between 
high noise levels and ‘unwanted 
behaviour’ in people with dementia, 
pleasant sounds were found to be 
‘positively stimulating’. It concluded 
that good acoustics should be ‘one 
of the key architectural efforts in 
care environments for people with 
dementia’. Sounds of nature are 
often felt to be calming, music is 
used to aid memory and positively 
affect mood while ordinary day to day 
sounds can be used to gives clues to 
events. For example, the sound of 
laying the table reminds people that 
lunch is going to be served.

POOR ACOUSTICS IN A BUILDING CAN HAVE A DETRIMENTAL IMPACT ON PEOPLE WITH 
DEMENTIA. HERE, SAINT-GOBAIN ECOPHON LOOKS AT SOME OF THE EFFECTS OF NOISE 
AND HOW THE SOUND ENVIRONMENT CAN BE IMPROVED…

ACOUSTICS

The impact of noise on people 
with dementia
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We can help improve the sound 
environment by: 

• Zoning - keeping unwelcome 
noise sources as far as possible from 
quiet areas. Including differentiating 
between private and public space and 
keeping them separated.

• Using materials that allow the 
building envelope (i.e. walls, doors, 
windows, floors and roof) to block out 
intrusive external noise especially in 
quiet rooms and bedrooms. 

• Providing a quiet room, with low 
levels of background noise using 
sound absorbent products. This will aid 
relaxation, help hearing and create an 
enabling environment for people to 
process information.

• Controlling reverberation (echo) 
and improving speech clarity with the 
additon of sound absorbent products 
especially in communal areas such as 
lounges and dining rooms. 

• Considering and affecting the room 
acoustic implications of open plan 
design (as larger open plan spaces 
are often noisy and allow sound to 
travel).

• Considering the acoustic 
implications of furnishing and finishes. 
Sofas and carpet give a different 
acoustic ‘feel’ to wood flooring and 
hard chairs.  

• Providing high levels of sound 
insulation between rooms so that 
people outside of a room cannot 
be heard inside a quiet area. It is 
important in bedrooms that residents 
are not kept awake by noise from 
adjacent spaces or that people hear 
a voice in a corridor and think it is 
someone in their room. Doors are 
sometimes a weak point for sound 
insulation and allow sound to travel. 

• Improving visibility to help people 
with hearing loss who rely more on 
visual clues.

ALAN CRAMPTON
National Sales Director
T: 07979 703421
E: alan.crampton@ecophon.co.uk
 
MARTIN KEOGH
Divisional Sales Manager
North England, Ireland and Scotland
T: 07525 671996
E: martin.keogh@ecophon.co.uk
 
SIOBHAN McGUINNESS
Area Manager, RoI
T: 00353 87 918 9149
E: siobhan.mcguinness@ecophon.ie
 
DAVINA BRADLEY
Area Manager, NI
T: 07717 538983
E: davina.bradley@ecophon.co.uk

W: www.ecophon.co.uk 

ACOUSTICS
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reordering the existing halls, 
the installation of a lift and the 
refurbishment of the kitchen & 
WCs. A high specification fit-out 
throughout, including a state 
of the art steel catering kitchen 
was also required.
Externally, works included 
cleaning and repair of existing 
railings, repointing and biocide 
washing of external stonework 
and level surface sandstone 
paving to the new footpath and 
new ramped access. Curtain 
walling to the external of the 
building provides an attractive 
facade to the entrance and 
allows natural light to penetrate 

With an extensive 
portfolio of 
projects spanning 

the conservation, housing, 
industrial, education, health 
and community sectors, Hugh 
J. O’Boyle Ltd has built an 
impressive and solid reputation 
within the construction sector. 
The contractor’s recent work on 
Fisherwick Presbyterian Church 
goes some way to strengthening 
that reputation, particularly in the 
historical buildings sector. 
Founded in 1948, Hugh J. 
O’Boyle is no stranger to 
complex projects. All of the 
company’s expertise was utilised 

on the Fisherwick project, an 
extensive package of works that 
included the renovation of the 
existing Church, halls and offices 
of the Church to provide a new 
multi-purpose hall, meeting 
rooms, offices, a state-of-the-art 
welcome centre, coffee bar and 
expansive new entrance. The 
outside entrance to the Church 
has been expansively refurbished 
and remodelled to provide an 
entrance which can be accessed 
from both the Malone Road and 
Chlorine Gardens. Internally, 
the Hugh J. O’Boyle team was 
tasked with stripping out the 
existing areas, remodelling and 

TRADITIONAL SKILLS AND A TRIED AND TRUSTED METHODOLOGY BY HUGH 
J. O’BOYLE LTD HAVE RESULTED IN A SYMPATHETIC RESTORATION AT 
FISHERWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“We are extremely proud and privileged to have 
been involved in this unique project.”
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enabling wheelchair users and 
the ambulant disabled to access 
the building; a new sandstone 
ramp from the front of the 
building to the new double front 
doors fitted with long handle that 
could be easily opened on both 
sides.
Hugh J. O’Boyle Ltd has worked 
on many high profile restoration 
and heritage projects including 
Church House, Belfast, The 
Conservatory at Ballywalter and 
Montalto House in Ballynahinch. 
“We’re extremely proud and 
privileged to have been involved 
in this unique project. We pride 
ourselves in delivering high 
quality schemes on time and to 
budget and testament to this is 
the volume of repeat business 
we receive from clients who 
know that we can be relied upon 
to provide excellent service and 
quality in every project.”

deeper into the building. 
Landscaping further enhances 
the external areas of the 
Fisherwick Church. 
To ensure the Fisherwick 
scheme was completed to the 
highest possible specification, 
on time and to budget, Hugh J. 
O’Boyle implemented its tried 
and tested robust methodology 
which covers key areas including 
programme, supply chain, 
health & safety and stakeholder 
management. A bespoke 
programme was developed to 
meet key milestones, with regular 
reviews completed throughout 
the project. The company’s 
pre-approved supply chain was 
appointed based on experience 
and through early involvement 
and collaboration.
Works at Fisherwick were 
completed sympathetically 
to complement this historical 

building. “Traditional building 
skills required to complete the 
conservation works dictated 
that we carefully selected and 
appointed the best heritage 
skilled team members from 
our own workforce and from 
our specialist supply chain 
members. The standout features 
of the project are the impressive 
entrance to the Church and 
the stunning welcome area 
that seamlessly links the halls 
to the Church,” said Declan 
McCormick, Managing Director 
at Hugh J. O’Boyle. 
Access was another key focus 
of the scheme. It was very 
important for the Church that 
the works would make provision 
for everyone to enter the Church 
through the front doors. To 
achieve this, works included level 
surface pathways, with ample 
width and an even gradient, 

Hugh J. O’Boyle Ltd, 1 The Green, Irish Street, Downpatrick, BT30 6BE.
T: 028 4461 2278 - E: info@hjob.co.uk
www.hjoboyle.co.uk

PROJECT IN FOCUS
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“Traditional building skills required to complete 
the conservation works dictated that we carefully 
selected and appointed the best heritage skilled 
team members from our own workforce.”
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from everyday paving options, all 
while being delivered within the 
required budget. Products are 
recommended on a project-by-
project basis and sourced from 
a worldwide network of ethical 
and trusted suppliers. In-house 
technical support and production 
design teams ensure the correct 
material specifications. 
Hardscape was delighted to 
be involved in the Fisherwick 
project. “It was great to work 
with Hugh J. O’Boyle Ltd. This 
was the first time we had worked 
with them and hopefully not 
the last. Their eye to detail was 
superb and the scheme looks 
great!” 

Operating for over 20 
years, Hardscape has 
built a solid reputation 

in the industry as a trusted 
supplier of hard landscaping 
materials. The company’s 
technical expertise and ability to 
provide a wide range of materials 
makes it the go-to company 
for landscape architects and 
design professionals looking for 
something special. 
On the Fisherwick Presbyterian 
project, Hardscape worked 
closely with Kennedy Fitzgerald 
Architects at design stage, 
helping the firm to select the 
correct hard landscape material 
for the scheme. After some 

deliberation, the design team 
opted for Hardscape’s Preta 
Johann granite from Portugal. 
“The material’s aesthetic and 
technical characteristics met 
the design intent for this major 
restoration scheme. It really 
was the perfect choice for this 
project,” said Lowell McCreadie, 
Ireland Sales Manager at 
Hardscape. The company also 
supplied setts, edging trim, 
step nosing and tactiles to the 
project. 
Hardscape is unique in that it 
handpicks ethically-sourced hard 
landscaping materials to help 
design teams create visionary 
urban spaces that stand out 

AESTHETICALLY PLEASING YET DURABLE, MATERIALS FROM HARDSCAPE 
HAVE ADDED THE FINISHING TOUCHES...

HARD LANDSCAPE MATERIAL SUPPLIER

Hardscape, Building C, 89 Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 3BD 
T: 028 9099 2500 - E: lmc@hardscape.co.uk

www.hardscape.co.uk
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be linked in rows to suit the 
building shape and roof design. 
In addition, skylight modules 
and their flashings have a 10- 
year guarantee and a lifespan 
of 30 years. They were, without 
doubt, the perfect lighting 
solution for the Fisherwick 
Church project. “The skylights 
can be installed quickly and 
easily, resulting in reduced 
disruption in the wider build 
process. They also minimised 
the labour requirement on the 
project (in terms of both hours 
and skill level required) and as a 
result, allowed the design teams 
to work to far tighter project 
timescales,” said Lisa. 

After working closely 
with the architects to 
ensure the right product 

was specified for the job, 
VELUX Commercial supplied 
its recessed Northlights to the 
Fisherwick Church project. 
An innovative product for an 
important community building, 
the VELUX Northlights have 
been commended by visitors to 
the Church for the amount of 
daylight they’re bringing into the 
space. “The contracts manager 
also commented on the highly 
engineered nature of the VELUX 
skylights and how straightforward 
and easy it was to work with 
them. They came to site already 

fabricated, making the process 
very smooth and hassle-free. The 
fact that they’re prefabricated 
also makes them extremely 
durable,” said Lisa Rafferty-
Gracey, Business Development 
Manager at VELUX Commercial. 
VELUX Modular Skylights 
are highly insulated glazed 
units, manufactured to tight 
tolerances and offer repeatable, 
dependable performance. They 
are CE-marked and arrive on 
site fully prefabricated, including 
customised flashings for complete 
watertightness. From the moment 
they’re made in the factory, the 
modules are designed to work 
as a single system. They can also 

BRINGING LIGHT INTO THE HEART OF THE CHURCH...

VELUX MODULAR SKYLIGHTS

VELUX Company Ltd, Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, Scotland, KY7 4ND
T: 015 927 78916 - E: veluxcommercial@velux.co.uk
www.commercial.velux.co.uk
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T: 028 9334 0044 / 07802 565866
E: asclniltd@gmail.com

Operating for over 
30 years, Access 
Scaffolding Co 

(NI) Ltd is experienced in 

the design and erection of 
reliable and safe scaffolding 
and supports. The company 
provided internal and external 
scaffolding for the Fisherwick 
Church project. Outside 
the Church, the company 
provided access scaffolds 
and for the interior of the 
building, birdcages scaffolds 
for safe, high level access. 
The project presented the 
firm with a few challenges. 
“The size and shape of the 
Church made the job more 
complex, but in saying that 
it was nothing we couldn’t 
handle,” said Sean Hesketh, 
Director. 

ACCESS SCAFFOLDING CO. (NI) LTD REACHES 
NEW HEIGHTS AT FISHERWICK CHURCH...

SCAFFOLDING

T: 028 4176 3717
www.smcconnellandsons.com

S McConnell & Sons were 
responsible for the 
new stonework at the 

Fisherwick Church project. Paul 
Morris, Contracts Manager at S 
McConnell & Sons Ltd and the 
rest of the team created a new 
front entrance, sandstone steps 
and new disabled ramp access. 
An existing wall at the front 
entrance was also taken down, 
rebuilt and realigned to suit the 
new lay-out of the steps. “We 
used existing stone for the new 
wall and we also made it bigger 
than what it was. In addition, we 
took the window surround at the 

side entrance down and formed 
a new arched opening. That was 
one of the biggest elements of 
the job.” 
S McConnell & Sons’ work on the 
Church project has made a huge 
impact. “The main contractor 
and architect have both said 
the new additions look like 
they’ve always been there. We’re 

TRADITIONAL 
STONEWORK SKILLS 
FROM S McCONNELL 
& SONS...

STONEWORK 

delighted to have been involved 
in this project and to continue 
our excellent relationship with 
Hugh J. O’Boyle.” 
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T: 028 9335 1133
www.solidfabrications.co.uk

Solid Fabrications made the 
striking reception counter 
at the newly restored 

and refurbished Fisherwick 
Presbyterian Church. The 
counter is covered in Corian, a 
solid surface cladding product, 
which gives the counter a 
contemporary finish without 
being overly modern. Lettering 
to the front of the counter has 
given a personalised feel while 
thermoforming or curving on 
the corner of the counter also 
adds to the overall aesthetic. 
Corian proved the ideal product 
for this particular project. “It’s a 
seamless product that is made in 
parts and then joined together. 
For spaces like coffee prep areas, 
it’s perfect as there’s no place for 

germs or dirt to go,” said Patrick 
Colhoun, Estimating & Marketing 
Manager at Solid Fabrications. 
“This was a great project to 
work on and we look forward 
to continuing our relationship 
with Hugh J. O’Boyle the main 
contractor on future projects.”

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FROM EXPERT TEAM...

RECEPTION COUNTER FABRICATION

Cathal Knox and the the team at Whiterock 
Property Services were responsible for the 
completion of all the plasterboarding and drylining, 
fillings and bulkheads at Fisherwick Presbyterian 
Church. “This was a great opportunity for us as 
every square inch of walls needed to be lined, 
restudded and drylined. With so much detail on the 
job, it was really nice to see the finished product,” 
said Cathal. The project didn’t present Cathal with 
any major challenges. “We completed the job to 
schedule and ensured we did an excellent job.” 
T: 07746953075
E: cathalknox@yahoo.co.uk

PLASTERBOARDING AND 
DRYLINING

JD Catering Supplies provided quality catering 
equipment to the Fisherwick Presbyterian Church 
project. The company’s reputation for efficient 
service to the catering trade made it the ideal 
company to take on this substantial job at the 
newly renovated Church. JD Catering Supplies 
handles all aspects of catering equipment for a 
varied range of clients including, pubs, hotels, food 
stores, restaurants, schools, hospitals, corporate 
and government organisations. When it comes to 
HACCP procedures, food preparation, storage and 
health and safety regulations, the company is at the 
top of its league. 
T: 028 867 61100 - www.jdcatering.com

CATERING EQUIPMENT
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EXPERT ADVICE ON THE ACO RANGE MAKES MACBLAIR THE FIRST STOP FOR CIVILS 
CONTRACTORS…

CIVILS

ACO excellence at MacBlair 
An extensive range of products 

and a knowledgeable, 
experienced team have made 

MacBlair Civils the first stop for civils 
contractors looking for the highest 
quality, market-leading products. 
That product portfolio includes the 
advanced range of surface water 
management systems from ACO 
Technologies. Whether it’s linear 
drainage or building drainage for 
retail or commercial developments, 
ACO has it covered. “The ACO range 
is value engineered and has been 
designed to provide the optimum 
solution in storm water control and 
sustainable drainage systems. The 
ranges have been designed to suit 
many applications including internal 
and building drainage, parking areas, 
retail and commercial developments, 
highways and residential 
developments, to mention just a 
few,” said Mark Davidson, Civils Sales 
Manager at MacBlair Civils. 
A longstanding relationship with 
ACO Technologies has made 
MacBlair Civils the first port of call for 
civils contractors and groundworkers 
looking for technically advanced 
surface water management systems. 
“ACO is a market leader and we’re 
delighted to be so closely associated 
with such a prestigious brand. We 
have a lot of in-house knowledge on 
the products so we’re well placed to 
advise customers on the best system 
for the job. We see ourselves as a 
main supplier of the ACO range in 
Northern Ireland. With this range, it’s 
critical that customers get the right 
product at the right time and at the 
right price. That’s where we come 
in.” 
The ACO range is diverse and 
includes solutions for every surface 
water requirement. The building 
drainage side specialises in the 
development of drainage products 

and corrosion-resistant drainage 
systems for applications across 
the internal and external built 
environments. Every product in the 
range delivers exceptional levels of 
performance, finish and durability. 
The civils and infrastructure range 
provides specifiers, architects and 
engineers with a complete package 
of integrated systems suitable for 
use across the entire spectrum of 
civil engineering projects. The range 
ensures the complete and effective 
management of surface water, from 
system design through collection, 
cleaning, storing and on-site source 
control allowing the safe release of 
run-off back to natural watercourses.
Alongside stocking the right products, 
MacBlair is also on hand to offer 
advice and guidance on how the ACO 

range can meet the needs of specific 
projects. “We’re best placed to find 
a tailored solution to meet a client’s 
requirements. The complete ACO 
range is available from MacBlair Civils. 
There’s something there for every 
project, regardless of its size.” 
The ACO product range is part of 
an array of products available from 
MacBlair Civils, including environmental 
protection, line and building drainage, 
waterproofing, all types of castings 
and manholes, water treatment tanks, 
separators, rainwater systems, rainwater 
harvesting and street furniture.
For more information, 
call 028 9055 1390, 
e-mail mark.davidson@macblair.com 
or visit www.macblair.com 
Alternatively, call into any 
MacBlair branch in Northern Ireland.

“The range provides the complete and effective management of 
surface water, from system design through collection, cleaning, 
storing and on-site source control allowing the safe release of 
run-off back to natural watercourses.”
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manufactured for over 100 
years but detailed research 
and experimentation led to 
the discovery of the original 
construction formula enabling 
reconstruction and replacement,” 
said Killowen Director, Brian 
McGivern. “Indeed, the discovery 
was quite a story and provided 
traditional building skills in the 
truest form as research led us to 
an 85-year old former foundry 
worker located in a care home, 
who, although his memory was 
failing him, recollected from his 
teenage apprentice years the 
exact formula of zinc, tin and 
lead required for the window 
heads unlocking a seemingly 
insuperable technical problem.” 

Killowen Contracts was 
the main contractor 
for the Lanyon Project 

which involved the £5.5 million 
restoration of the Grade A listed 
Lanyon Building at Queen’s 
University Belfast, to the 
original vision of its architect 
- the presiding genius of early 
Victorian Belfast, Sir Charles 
Lanyon. 
The aim was to restore the 19th 
Century building to its former 
splendour following deterioration 
of the fabric. This required 
replacement of decorative 
stonework to reinstate significant 
details; replacement brickwork 
and repointing; window 
refurbishment and replacement 

of inadequate rainwater goods 
while retaining the patina of 
age and as much original fabric 
as possible, ensuring structural 
stability of the building and 
protecting against further 
deterioration. 
Technical challenges included 
sourcing salvaged brick to 
match the existing 170 year-
old brickwork, repointing 
using bespoke hydraulic lime 
mortar and careful insertion 
of replacement stone while 
highly creative solutions were 
implemented relating to new 
rectangular zinc lattice windows 
and the restoration of corroded 
windows.  
“Such windows have not been 

KILLOWEN CONTRACTS WAS ‘INSTRUMENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
LANYON RESTORATION PROJECT’...

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“It is an exemplary project carried out to 
the highest conservation standards.”

Q
U

EE
N

’S
 L

AN
YO

N
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G,
 B

EL
FA

ST



www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 41FOLLOW US ON:

included students from relevant 
disciplines, professional groups 
and conservation bodies while 
the building was open for 
European Heritage Open Days 
and Open House. 
“It is an exemplary project 
carried out to the highest 
conservation standards that will 
stand as a benchmark for future 
projects. The lessons learned in 
completing the stone carving and 
window repairs are invaluable for 
future heritage projects,” said 
Brian.
Killowen Contracts recently won 
the Restoration Award at the 
CEF Construction Excellence 
Awards for theis prestigious 
project.
“Killowen’s management of 
this complex programme was 
exemplary – engaging with and 
considering the needs of QUB 
staff and students, General 
Public, Historical Environment 
Division (HED), Health & Safety 
Executive Northern Ireland, 
Conservation Architects and the 
Design Team,” said QUB Estates 
Manager, John Devlin. “The 
project buildability was greatly 
enhanced by the highly skilled 
workforce, procurement of 
specialist skilled labour, material 
selection, attention to detail and 
contract management which 
collectively resulted in the high 
standards of finish.”
And restoration specialists, 
Consarc Design Group 
described Killowen Contracts as 
‘instrumental to the success of 
the Lanyon Restoration Project’ 
“From the start it was evident to 
all that Killowen Contracts and 
their subcontractor had a sense 
of pride in their work and were 
aware of the importance of the 
Lanyon Building,” said Consarc 
Design Group’s John Savage.

The enthusiasm and dedication 
of team members was highly 
relevant in contributing to 
buildability where there was 
a clear desire to learn, ensure 
completion to the highest 
conservation standards 
and conveyance of pride in 
craftsmanship through exceeding 
individual job descriptions 
and best practice rather than 
expediency. Indeed, skilled 
stonemasons repaired stonework 
and gargoyles and were also 
encouraged to replace some 
items using their own imaginative 
creations. 
“We considered the needs of 
the client, students, staff and 
public at all stages. The building 
is at the heart of University 
campus and of great symbolic 
importance therefore work 
was phased and the building 
remained open with minimal 
disruption. The project could 

have been completed at a lower 
cost however we maintained 
best practice through design 
team collaboration and value 
engineering to avoid cutting 
corners.”  
All stakeholders were engaged 
through informative hoarding 
proclaiming the history of the 
building, the architect, project 
scope and a timeline from 
original construction (1845) to 
the current day.
From inception, the project 
was established as an 
architecturally significant 
scheme with every opportunity 
taken to engage staff, students 
and the general public, 
demonstrating conservation in 
action. Everyone in the team 
embraced this approach taking 
part in demonstrations, talks, 
open days and scaffold tours 
while ensuring adherence with 
tight deadlines. Beneficiaries 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry. BT34 3QT.
T: 028 4175 3378 - E: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
www.killowencontracts.co.uk
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GFC Services laid carpet 
tiles throughout 
approximately 650 

sqm of the Lanyon Building 
at Queen’s University. The 
Dundonald-based company 
was delighted to be involved 
in the refurbishment of one of 
Northern Ireland’s most iconic 
buildings.
“It was a special job to be 
involved in and we are very 
pleased with how it turned 
out,” said GFC Services 
Director, Gregory Forsythe. 
“We have an excellent working 
relationship with Killowen 
Contracts stretching back over 
10 years. Similarly, with every 
job we undertake, we strive 
to complete it to the highest 
standard and when possible, 
finish it ahead of schedule. The 

Queen’s job was no different 
– it was finished to a high 
standard and on time.” The 
carpet tiles have been selected 
to fit in with the fabric of the 
building but also provide a 
hard-wearing covering.
GFC Services works throughout 
Northern Ireland and the 
Republic with an eight-man 
team specialising in all types 
of soft flooring including vinyl, 
carpets and wooden flooring. 
“The majority of our work is 
with government departments, 
schools and hospitals. We carry 
out a lot of work for the Royal 
Hospital in Belfast as well as the 
North West Health and Social 
Services Trust and the Southern 
Trust,” said Gregory.
GFC Services was the ideal 
choice when it came to fitting 

carpet tiles at the Lanyon 
Project. Respected within the 
sector, the company is well 
known for its high levels of 
workmanship and ability to 
deliver a job on time. Operating 
within such a historical and 
important building required 
consideration and sensitivity; 
Gregory and the rest of the 
team at GFC Services were 
sympathetic to the historical 
nature of the building while 
delivering a high quality job.

GFC SERVICES ADDS FINISHING TOUCHES TO ICONIC BUILDING...

SOFT FLOORING

GFC Services: 26 Fort Road, Dundonald, Co Down. BT16 1XR.
T: 0775 1681 352

E: greg@gfcservices.co.uk
GFC SERVICES

“With every job we 
undertake, we strive to 
complete it to the highest 
standard and when 
possible, finish it ahead 
of schedule.”
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“We are very pleased with how 
the job has gone and we are very 
proud to have worked on such a 
prestigious project.”

T: 028 4176 3717
E: info@smcconnellandsons.com
www.smcconnellandsons.com

measured before deep pockets 
were cut out to be replaced with 
the new stonework.
“This was a very large job on 
what is an iconic building in 
Northern Ireland,” said Managing 
Director, Alan McConnell.
“It was a very detailed and time-
consuming project and we were 
at Queen’s for about a year and 
a half. There was a lot of work 
especially in the sections around 
the bay windows where the 
challenge was to keep as much of 
the historic stonework as possible 
but also marry in new stone. 
There was also considerable work 
in the detailed edging of the 
building which needed tidying 
up.

S McConnell & Sons Ltd 
used a combination of 
cutting-edge technology 

and traditional craftsmanship 
skills during the restoration of 
the iconic Lanyon Building at 
Queen’s University, Belfast.
Stone blocks were sourced from 
quarries in England before being 
brought to S McConnell & Sons’ 
Kilkeel base. There they were cut 
firstly using a primary saw, then 
with a secondary saw before a 
CNC saw was used on some of 
the more ornate features. Finally 
the stonework was hand finished 
before being transported to 
Belfast. Initially the sections 
of the building in need of 
restoration were scanned and 

S McCONNELL & SONS PROUD TO WORK ON 
SUCH AN ICONIC BUILDING...

STONE MASONS

solid surfaces such as Corian and 
Hanex. We also supply and fit 
kitchen appliances from a range of 
quality brands which include AEG, 
Britannia, Quooker and Blanco.
“Hillside Interiors can provide a 
complete project management 
service, to include structural 
modifications, plumbing, electrical 
and decorative work, if required.”

T: 028 4176 3104
E: info@hillsideinteriors.co.uk

to join them on this project.”
Hillside Interiors has been 
designing and manufacturing 
luxurious kitchen cabinetry and 
fitted furniture since 1984.
Whether a contemporary or 
traditional design is chosen, the 
team is skilled in creating and 
installing quality fitted furniture, 
using the highest standards of 
craftsmanship with great attention 
to detail and timeless design.
“At Hillside Interiors we source 
and import the finest timber 
from Europe to produce superior 
cabinetry and have an extensive 
range of door styles to choose 
from. Our team of specialist 
craftsmen have extensive 
experience in fitting granite and 

Hillside Interiors further 
cemented its excellent 
working relationship 

with Killowen Contracts when 
it provided a new bespoke 
reception desk at the newly 
refurbished Lanyon Building at 
Queen’s University Belfast.
The Kilkeel-based specialist 
joinery company also provided 
bespoke library units.
“This was certainly a prestigious 
job for us to be involved in,” said 
Hillside Interiors Director, Harold 
Nicholson.
“We have worked on a number 
of projects with Killowen 
Contracts and they are an 
excellent company to work with 
therefore we were very pleased 

HILLSIDE INTERIORS CEMENTS WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH KILLOWEN CONTRACTS…

SPECIALIST JOINERY
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RTU, Cloughfern Avenue, Newtownabbey, County Antrim, BT37 0UZ
T: 028 9085 1441 - E: sales@rtu.co.uk
www.rtu.co.uk

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FROM RTU HAVE BEEN USED IN A HOST OF AWARD-WINNING 
PROJECTS IN 2019…

CONCRETE, MORTAR, PLASTER AND SCREED

An award-winning year for RTU
As we head towards the end of 

2019, it’s great to look back on 
a year of landmark projects. RTU 

has delivered concrete, mortar, plaster 
and screed products for many high-
profile projects including those recently 
honoured across many categories at 
the 2019 CEF Awards. Its Ultraflo and 
mortar products were used in Queen’s 
University’s new Biological Sciences 
building, with O’Hare and McGovern 
winning the Education Infrastructure 
category for this project. 
Both Exposa decorative concrete 
and mortar were supplied to GEDA 
construction, winners of the Social 
Housing category, for the Durham 
Street development of 23 houses and 
the refurbishment of a listed building. 
Graham BAM Healthcare was awarded 
the Health Infrastructure award for 
Belfast City Hospital’s acute mental 
health inpatient centre, while Graham 
Construction was the Commercial 
Construction award winner for the 
Grand Central Hotel, Belfast. RTU is 
delighted to have been a supplier to all 
of these prestigious projects.
RTU products bring real value to 
customers. The company supports 
a construction process that is both 
streamlined and compliant. The diversity 
and performance of its complete 
range make it the ideal choice for the 
commercial, self-build and residential 

sectors. RTU’s expert team is committed 
to delivering the highest quality 
service, delivered to the customer’s 
specification, from your initial enquiry 
throughout the complete order process.

EXPOSA®

Exposa is an aesthetically pleasing, 
durable and slip-resistant decorative 
concrete. This is the first choice product 
for residential driveways, patios and 
footpaths as well as commercial 
applications in large pedestrianised 
zones. Exposa is the ultimate alternative 
to traditional paving, asphalt, tarmac 
and loose gravel. What makes Exposa 
stand out from the crowd is the variety 
of colours on offer that allows designers 
and architects to be bold or subtle in 
their design work.

ULTRAFLO®

Ultraflo offers improved energy 
efficiency and lower running costs 
with underfloor heating. Due to its 
hemihydrate formulation, Ultraflo 
self-levelling liquid floor screed does 

not suffer from surface laitance 
unlike other liquid floor screeds on 
the market. A key benefit of Ultraflo 
is minimal drying shrinkage in 
comparison to cement-based screeds, 
both liquid and traditional. Minimal, 
drying shrinkage greatly reduces the 
risk of cracking and allows
areas between movement joints to be 
dramatically increased. 

ULTRACEM®

Ultracem is a Portland cement-based, 
pump applied liquid floor screed that 
excels due to its fast-track qualities as 
well as the speed and ease of install 
over traditional sand:cement screeds. 
The sheer diversity of Ultracem is 
highlighted by its compatibility with 
all standard floor coverings including 
tiles, wood, vinyl, carpet and wet 
areas. When compared to traditional 
sand:cement screeds, the significantly 
reduced thickness and weight of the 
product deliver an agile and efficient 
solution for commercial, residential 
and self-build projects. 

Mortar supplied to AMHIC.

Mortar supplied to Grand Central.
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the same high standards of 
workmanship that the company 
employs on every project it 
undertakes. 
Designed by Isherwood & Ellis 
and AECOM and completed 
in September 2019, the new 
NCSB comprises a three-storey 
building which houses a number 
of support services for the 
Hospital, whilst serving as a 
base for the Belfast Health and 
Social Care Trust Estates team. 
Floors are zoned to allow for 
the Receipt & Distribution and 

Situated on the site of the 
original Estates Office 
Building which was 

demolished in the spring of 2016, 
the new Non Clinical Support 
Building at the Royal Victoria 
Hospital has been praised for 
its aesthetic appeal and for the 
high standards to which it has 
been constructed. This is an 
exemplar building and one that 
plays an important role at the 
Hospital; to rationalise the RVH 
Estate and provide a footprint for 
the proposed new Royal Belfast 

Hospital for Sick Children.
The Non Clinical Support 
Building will also provide a new 
Receipt and Distribution Centre 
to support the new Children’s 
Hospital. It will facilitate an 
extension of the underground 
service tunnels at Level 0 for 
the delivery of goods and waste 
management, along with new  
accommodation for Estates 
Services. Felix O’Hare & Co, the 
main contractor on the project, 
delivered a facility built to 
exacting standards, displaying 

BUILT TO THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE STANDARDS BY FELIX O’HARE & CO, THE 
NEW NON CLINICAL SUPPORT BUILDING AT RVH IS TOP OF THE CLASS…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“We are a company that can be relied upon to 
deliver the highest quality projects every time.” 
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all the design teams on this 
building was the key to its 
successful delivery. There were a 
couple of challenges throughout 
the build phase but nothing that 
we couldn’t overcome, thanks to 
our experience in the healthcare 
sector. We’re extremely proud 
and privileged to have been 
involved in this unique project. 
As a company operating within 
the construction industry for over 
70 years, we pride ourselves on 
delivering high quality schemes 
on time and to budget. The 
amount of repeat business 
we get is testament to that; 
our clients know that we’re a 
company that can be relied upon 
to deliver the highest quality 
projects every time.” 

Estates Workshops to be located 
at Level 1 and administration 
accommodation at Levels 2 and 
3. Level 0 includes staff facilities 
such as offices, lockers and 
toilets, HV plant rooms, comms 
room, mechanical plantroom, 
LV Switch room and workshops. 
PALS storage areas and service 
corridors are also located on 
Level 0. The first level primarily 
consists of office accommodation 
including control room, 
management offices, equipment 
room, IT hub, toilets and open 
plan offices and is accessed from 
Spine road and via a separate 
Level 1 entrance. Level 2 is 
accessed via lift or stairs from 
Level 1 and comprises open plan 
offices, meeting rooms and staff 

facilities while Level 3 consists of 
a rooftop plantroom, accessed 
from common stair cores and 
service lifts. The upper floors are 
accessible by staff only, while 
south-facing staff dining areas, 
located at each of the upper 
levels, afford views over the city. 
The upper levels are in a reversed 
L shaped configuration, with the 
long axis in a generally northerly 
direction. There is a large service 
area to the south of the building 
for the delivery and removal of 
hospital linen etc and for refuse 
skips. This area is accessed from 
the estate lower service road.
Felix O’Hare was delighted 
to have been involved in 
such a prestigious project. “A 
collaborative approach between 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Felix O’Hare & Co, 88 Chancellors Road, Newry, BT35 8NG, County Down
T: 028 3026 1134 - E: admin@felixohare.co.uk
www.felixohare.co.uk
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

The steam and oil-fired 
temporary plant rooms were 
to serve adjacent buildings 
to the NCSB during the 
demolition and groundworks 
stage. In addition, all welding 
was completed to Class One 
standards.
According to William Coates, 
the new NCSB raises the bar 
in terms of attention to detail 
for buildings of this nature. The 
company has worked on several 
healthcare projects in the 
past and with each project it 
undertakes, attention to detail 
and high levels of workmanship 
are essential. This is certainly 
the case with the new NCSB. 

William Coates Ltd 
was the mechanical 
contractor on the 

new Non Clinical Support 
Building (NCSB) at the Royal 
Victoria Hospital in Belfast. 
The Newtownabbey company 
was involved in the fit-out of 
the heating, plumbing, soils 
and waste, air-conditioning, 
ventilation and steam systems.
When it came to the soils 
and waste element of the 
project, William Coates Ltd 
installed a Geberit fuse and 
weld drainage system. A fully 
pressurised system with a 
dry riser installation was also 
installed, while the heating 

system delivers constant and 
variable temperatures. The air 
conditioning installed by the 
company has three aspects to 
it – an air-handling unit (AHU) 
which is ErP 2018 and HTM 
compliant, a welfare extraction 
system and a specialist 
extraction for fumes and dust.
The NCSB is critical to the 
running of the whole RVH 
estate, therefore the work had 
to be completed to a very high 
standard. An example of just 
how critical maintaining services 
is with healthcare buildings 
came when William Coates 
was tasked with providing a 
temporary plant compound. 

HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FROM WILLIAM COATES HAS RAISED THE 
BAR WHEN IT COMES TO HEALTHCARE CONSTRUCTION…

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

William Coates, 37 Mallusk Road, Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim. 
T: 0044 (0)28 9034 2560

www.williamcoates.com
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

T: 028 9077 8700
www.wjhogg.co.uk

JR Tiling, 6 Kirkwood Park Lisburn, 
BT28 3RR. T: 028 92 660101
E: jrtiling777@btinternet.com

Operating for over 
40 years, WJ Hogg 
& Co was the go-to 

company when it came to the 

Tiling specialist, JR Tiling, 
was tasked with creating 
an aesthetically pleasing, 

high quality tiling job at the new 
non clinical support building at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital. With 
years of experience behind it, 
JR Tiling was the ideal company 
to take on this prestigious job 
and complete the project to 
schedule. The company is well 
known for its expertise when it 
comes to complete bathroom 
renovations, professional tiling 
service, high quality plastering
and is also an NIC qualified 
electrician. Wetrooms and 
moisture resistant MDF cladding 
also form part of the company’s 

design, supply and installation 
of the rooftop louvre system 
and louvred doors at the new 
Non-Clinical Support building 
at the Royal Victoria Hospital. In 
total, the company provided the 
new building with nine louvred 
doors. “This project was slightly 
unusual for us in that it’s one of 
the bigger louvred projects in 
Northern Ireland in the past few 
years. The purpose of the louvre 
for this building was largely 
aesthetic; the louvre blade that 
we used is purpose-designed 
so that from almost any angle, 
it’s impossible to see through it. 
It’s perfect for visual screening 
and proved the ideal solution for 
this project,” said Roger Hogg, 
Managing Director. 

expert offering. The team at 
JR Tiling approached the non 
clinical support building with 
the same enthusiasm and 
professionalism that goes into 
every project the company 
undertakes. High levels of 
workmanship and a dedication 
to delivering the best quality 
job underpin JR Tiling’s ethos, 

TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM WJ HOGG…

HIGH LEVELS OF 
WORKMANSHIP BY 
JR TILING…

LOUVRED SCREENING SYSTEM & DOORS

TILING

values that were carried across 
the job at the Royal Victorial 
Hospital. 
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convenient to use and there’s no need 
to worry about leads and plug sockets.  
Along with exciting new tools arriving 
into its access and safety store, 
Ridgeway also stocks several ranges 
of safety clothing, footwear and PPE 
featuring brands such as Cargo, Pulsar, 
Port West, Mascot, Skylotec Miller, 
Heightec and Petzl. The company 
has facilities to personalise all gear 
purchased to suit your corporate image.  
As a local dedicated centre of excellence 
to working at height, the access and 
safety store concentrates on all site 
products relating to safe working 
platforms, edge protection, fall arrest 
and low level working, all available for 
hire and sales.

T: 02890 454599 
E: info@ridgeway-online.com
W: www.accessandsafetystore.com, 
www.ridgeway-online.com

Ridgeway’s access and safety store 
is designed for busy contractors 
and clients to come in and 

browse a wide range of site and safety 
products in a welcoming and relaxing 
atmosphere, with experienced staff on 
hand to help.   
Hikoki cordless power tools give you 
complete freedom of movement with 
no more trips, tangles and hunting 
for a socket. Hikoki high performance 
tools have been on the market from 
1948. With over 70 years’ experience, 
Hikoki’s engineers have utilised their 
technological knowledge and skills to 
constantly improve their power tools.
Metabo has over 95 years’ experience 
in the power tool marketplace. The 
company’s power tools set standards 
in terms of productivity, robustness, 
safety and service. They feature 
convincing technical solutions, offering 
you plenty of benefits. Minimal 
processing times yield maximum 
results. This helps you to save valuable 

time and reduces your costs. Metabo’s 
machines guarantee the best quality, 
absolute reliability and unparalleled 
service life for uncompromising high 
performance even in the harshest of 
conditions.
Hilti tools have been designed to 
enhance Health and Safety in the 
construction industry over the past 
75 years.  Hilti products are built and 
designed to withstand the harshest 
construction project conditions.  
Makita has 100 years of experience 
within the power tool world and is a 
company that constantly strives for 
innovation in its technology. Ridgeway 
is the first hire company to move from 
power to battery tools. Cordless power 
tools have become very popular over 
the last few years and the company 
has replaced a number of old tools 
with this new advanced technology. 
The lightweight design shows you can 
operate them with ease and with no 
strain on the workers hands. They are 

RIDGEWAY HAS LAUNCHED A NEW CORDLESS TOOL CENTRE WITHIN ITS ACCESS AND 
SAFETY STORE, STOCKING HIGH QUALITY BRANDS SUCH AS HIKOKI, METABO, HILTI AND 
MAKITA…

Tool up with Ridgeway!





028 4062 3566
www.gnl.org.uk

G&L Consultancy Ltd, 54a Huntly Road,
Banbridge, Co Down, BT32 3UA.

 @GLConsultancyLtdNI -  @GNLAsbestos_NI
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G&L Consultancy, 54A Huntly Road, Banbridge, County Down, BT32 3UA.
T: 02840 623566 - E: info@gnl.org.uk
www.asbestosspecialist.co.uk

WITH NEW PREMISES AND PLANS TO EXPAND INTO NEW MARKETS, G&L CONSULTANCY 
IS AT THE TOP OF ITS GAME…

G&L - the byword for quality
in the 1960s and 1970s and when 
I started this job back in 2000 I 
wondered, is this a viable career? In 
15 years there will be nothing left. But 
that is definitely not the case, there’s 
so much of it out there.” Alan and 
the team operate across the island of 
Ireland, England, Wales and Scotland, 
offering all asbestos-related services 
including surveying, air monitoring, 
bulk sample analysis, training and 
full management plans. A team of 
highly trained, experienced asbestos 
surveyors carry out management, 
refurbishment or demolition surveys 
while a dedicated training department 
offers a range of courses including 
basic asbestos awareness, task manual 
training, operatives training and all 
P400 courses. “We’ve managed to 

Specialist, technical knowledge 
and a genuine ambition to 
improve standards across the 

industry are at the heart of G&L 
Consultancy. The company recently 
invested £400,000 in a new state-
of-the-art premises near Banbridge, 
Co. Down and is responsible for 
employing over 40 people in the local 
area. Clearly, business is good at the 
family-run business but it’s not about 
making a quick buck, says Alan Lewis, 
Deputy Technical Director at G&L 
Consultancy. 
“Our company ethos is centred 
around trying to do the right thing. 
Setting out in 1998, our aim was to 
make the G&L brand the byword for 
quality and professionalism within the 
industry and I think we’ve achieved 

that. There’s quite a varying standard 
of workmanship across the industry 
and we’re working to raise those 
standards.” After keeping an eye out 
for a suitable premises for quite a few 
years, Alan found what he was looking 
for. “The new two storey premises 
ticks all the boxes in terms of office 
space, parking facilities and laboratory 
space. We’ve grown significantly over 
the past few years, we now employ 41 
members of staff so the new premises 
was certainly needed.” 
Asbestos might be a finite material 
but there’s still plenty of work out 
there for a firm with as much expertise 
and experience as G&L Consultancy. 
“I’ve been here for 20 years now, it’s 
quite a scientific industry. Millions 
of tonnes of asbestos was imported g



G&L CONSULTANCY LTD ASSOCIATES
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12 Ballyshiel Road - Katesbridge - Banbridge - BT32 5LY.
T: 028 4067 1276 - M: 07729 464947
E: mcaleenanjohn@hotmail.co.uk
www.johnmcaleenanbuilders.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN:
• Housing
• Commercial 
• Developments
• Renovation and Extension
• Heritage work

We are pleased to be associated with G&L Consultancy.

A family run business offering a variety of construction services 
for both domestic and commercial market. We pride ourselves on 
high quality workmanship together with a strong commitment to 
professional standards.

OUR HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
BUILDING TEAM ARE 
CAPABLE OF HANDLING 
A VAST VARIETY OF 
BUILDING CONTRACTS 
OF ALL VALUES. 

We would like to congratulate G&L Consultancy on the 
development of their business and new premises.
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G&L Consultancy, 54A Huntly Road, Banbridge, County Down, BT32 3UA.
T: 02840 623566 - E: info@gnl.org.uk
www.asbestosspecialist.co.uk

build a solid reputation 
to become one of the 
largest specialist asbestos 
management companies in 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. We get a lot of 
repeat business and I think 
that’s testament to our 
standing in the industry.”
Diversification is important 
at G&L Consultancy. 
“We’re always looking to 
move into new markets and 
increase our client base. 
That’s why we’re moving 
into asbestos removals.” 
The company is primed 
to move into non-licensed 
asbestos removal, a sector 
that doesn’t deal with the 
serious, nasty asbestos 
but removes low grade, 
low friable material. 
“We’re offering a ‘by the 
book’ removal service, 
adhering to the guidance 

that the HSE gives. In 
Northern Ireland alone, 
I’ve surveyed thousands 
of roof spaces and the 
amount of asbestos debris 
is incredible. I’ve been 
saying to contractors for 
years, you guys should be 
setting up a division of 
your business to carry out 
removals of non-licensed 
asbestos work properly. In 
the end I thought sod it, 
I’m doing it.” Ensuring this 
work is carried out properly 
is Alan’s main priority. 
“I’ve carried out surveys on 
buildings where I’ve been 
told only two asbestos 
materials are present; I end 
up finding upwards of 20 or 
30 dangerous products. It’s 
important that this work is 
tackled properly.” 
Further, exciting plans 
are also in the works at 

G&L Consultancy, set to 
kick off next year. “We’re 
going to start doing 
analysis of soils for finely 
dispersed fibres. What’s 
happening nowadays is 
that lots of brownfield sites 
are being dug up. Old 
asbestos is being found in 
soils. There’s a separate 
asbestos accreditation 
for analysing samples for 
finely dispersed fibres 
and we’re lucky in that we 
already have a lab where 
we can analyse samples. 
I’m hoping that this new 
branch of the company 
will also allow us to go on 
site and do training, carry 
out face fitting for masks 
and give clients a strategy 
for dealing with asbestos 
efficiently.” It looks like 
the future is bright at G&L 
Consultancy. 

g

Alan Lewis, Deputy Technical Director, 
G&L Consultancy.
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construction stage and then finally 
to execution on site. We had to 
liaise very closely with the NIFRS 
to ensure that what we delivered 
was exactly what the client 
needed. Throughout the process, 
we also visited various facilities 
in the UK and in particular one 
in Manchester, where there’s a 
similar building. However, the 
NIFRS’ requirements were slightly 
different from the facility there,” 
said Paul Knight, Project/BIM 
Manager at Henry Brothers. 
The new fire training facility 

Henry Brothers recently 
completed and delivered 
the Northern Ireland 

Fire & Rescue Learning and 
Development facility at 
Desertcreat, Cookstown. This 
unique and highly specialist 
£4.3million project for the NIFRS 
required great care from start 
to finish, with particular regard 
to design, procurement and 
programming, ensuring final 
delivery on time and on budget. 
Taking into consideration the 
specialist nature of the project, 

it was critical that the specific 
training needs of the NIFRS 
were carefully understood and 
that a high level of engagement 
between the contractor and senior 
NIFRS training personnel was 
maintained at all times in order to 
understand how training could be 
best implemented and improved 
by the facility.  
“This was a design and build 
contract. At the start of the 
process an exemplar design was 
provided to us by the client’s 
team, which we developed up to 

A TECHNICALLY COMPLEX BUILDING, HENRY BROTHERS HAS CREATED A 
DEDICATED ‘LIVE FIRE’ TRAINING FACILITY FOR NORTHERN IRELAND FIRE & 
RESCUE SERVICE (NIFRS)...

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“This unique and highly specialist £4.3million project for 
the NIFRS required great care from start to finish.”
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and important training facility. 
With this new building, Henry 
Brothers has also created a 
facility that opens up a whole 
new era of training for the NIFRS, 
particularly when compared to 
the old facilities they were using. 
“As a design team, we learned 
an awful lot about what you can 
do to improve the performance 
of a building and what steps 
need to be taken to provide the 
required lifespan for the building. 
Liaising with specialist suppliers 
on this project was crucial, as was 
modelling and testing elements 
so that we could provide a degree 
of certainty in terms of how these 
elements were going to perform. 
All in all, it was a great project to 
be involved in and we’re proud to 
add it to our portfolio.” 

building consists of nine burn 
rooms in which real fires can 
be lit. Thirty additional rooms 
are spread over six floors 
containing a range of elements 
for firefighting training purposes 
such as balconies and staircases 
and an area for providing 
abseil points on the roof, all to 
provide training scenarios for 
the fire service. Alongside this, 
Henry Brothers also constructed 
a support building of more 
traditional construction. “In order 
to develop the burn rooms, a 
huge amount of design modelling 
was carried out. For example, we 
had to develop and determine 
the fuel load and had to then 
model those loads to understand 
what the temperatures would 
be. We then had to tweak the 

burn hearths to see if we could 
keep those temperatures away 
from the fabric of the building. 
The modelling software we used, 
the running of the scenarios and 
the fire modelling were key to the 
development of those spaces.” 
Even a slight change in how the 
burn hearths are designed could 
expose the structure to higher 
temperatures than what has been 
allowed for. “Also, whenever you 
light a fire in a burn room you need 
to know where the smoke and 
the heat will travel to. Therefore, 
there are very specific reasons 
for their design; to protect the 
building fabric from these very 
high temperatures which a normal 
building wouldn’t be exposed to.”
Henry Brothers was delighted 
to be involved in such a unique 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Henry Brothers, 108 - 114  Moneymore Road, Magherafelt, Londonderry, BT45 6HJ
T: 028 7963 1631 - E: info@henrybrothers.co.uk
www.henrybrothers.co.uk
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T: 07815 783787
www.gmpindustrial.co.uk

fast-drying screed to create the 
falls which would allow the water 
to move to an outside channel. 
After that, we over-coated the 
roof tops with a polymer-based, 
waterproof anti slip-system,” said 
Mark, Director at GMP Flooring.
Technically complex, challenging 
projects are no problem for 
GMP Flooring. The company 
has completed a multitude of 
projects across a host of sectors, 
with the same high standards 
of workmanship applied to 
each and every job. “We were 
delighted to work on this 
particular project, it’s a nice one 
to add to the portfolio,” said 
Mark.

GMP Flooring’s technical 
expertise was called 
upon for the NIFRS 

Learning & Development Centre. 
Mark McCann and the rest of 
the team applied a waterproof 
anti-slip system onto the roof 
tops at the Centre. In order to do 
this, the roof tops had to firstly 
be prepared. “We then used a 

HIGHEST STANDARDS OF WORKMANSHIP AND 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL FROM GMP FLOORING...

ANTI-SLIP ROOFING SYSTEM

T: 028 7946 9133
www.fireglassdirect.co.uk

glass types into windows 
throughout the new learning 
and development centre.
Established in 2004, Fire Glass 
Direct has extensive experience 
across a range of projects in 
the healthcare, education, 
commercial, leisure, retail 
and residential sectors. The 
company’s product portfolio 
includes mirrors, partitions, 
canopies, floor glass, painted 
glass, fire rated glass, integral 
blind units, shower enclosures, 
aluminium cladding, frameless 
balustrade, traditional 
balustrade, infection control 
glazing systems, hospital 
viewing units and X ray units. 

Fire Glass Direct showcased 
the company’s reputation 
for technical excellence 

at the Northern Ireland Fire 
and Rescue Service Station at 
Desertcreat. Fire Glass Direct 
worked closely with Henry 
Brothers to specify, manufacture 
and install various fire-rated 

TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM FIREGLASS 
DIRECT…

FIRE-RATED WINDOWS
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Michael 
Nugent Ltd 
completed the 
full mechanical 
and electrical 
services 
installation 
for the NIFRS 
Learning & 
Development 
Centre. The 
package of works included a tactical firefighting 
facility over six floors to train for high-rise building 
fires and the range of domestic and commercial 
property fires that the service would respond to, 
as well as welfare and classroom facilities. Michael 
Nugent Ltd is proud to have been involved in this 
prestigious project which has delivered a facility 
suited to the training needs of firefighters for years 
to come.

T: 028 8775 8617 - www.michaelnugent.co.uk

M&E SERVICES

LG Contracting Ltd carried out a range of works 
on the NIFRS Learning & Development Centre, 
including fire stopping works, air sealing works 
and sealing to internal and external movement 
joints. Excellent levels of workmanship and years 
of experience to draw on ensured LG Contracting 
delivered the highest quality job. ‘We were pleased 
to be involved in this project with Henry Brothers 
and we look forward to working with them again. 
It’s a great one to add to our portfolio,” said Steve 
Greenhill, Manager at LG Contracting. 

T: 028 9265 1121 - www.lgcontracting.co.uk

FIRE STOPPING & SEALING

AA Specialist Joinery 
Ltd manufactured 
and supplied all of 
the fire doors and 
internal joinery for the 
new NIFRS Learning 
& Development 
Centre. A dedication 
to adhering to the 
highest manufacturing 
standards ensured that 
AA Specialist Joinery, 
a certified fire door 
manufacturer, supplied 
the highest quality doors to this prestigious project. 
The company has worked with the main contractor 
on this project, Henry Brothers, on several other 
projects and that solid relationship also helped 
ensure AA Specialist Joinery delivered the project 
to schedule. 

T: 028 94473191 - www.aajoineryltd.co.uk

FIRE DOORS
Cookstown based 
Fire Safe Fire & 
Security Services 
supplied and installed 
the fire extinguishers
to the NIFRS Learning 
& Development 
Centre at Desertcreat. 
Business owner Hugh Doyle who himself
was a Fire Fighter for 15 years with the NIFRS was 
delighted to be part of  this project providing a 
state of the art training facility in Cookstown.
Fire Safe have 20 years experience delivering 
Fire Safety Solutions for businesses throughout 
Northern Ireland specialising in Fire Risk 
Assessments, Fire Alarm System design, Fire Safety 
Training and providing Fire Fighting Equipment.
The company in recent years have expanded to the 
security market installing and maintaining CCTV and 
intruder alarm systems.

T: 028 8676 6995 - www.firesafeireland.com

FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT
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“Councils are listening to us, particularly on the need for safeguarding 
areas to ensure appropriate restoration plans are implemented.”

GORDON BEST, MPANI’S REGIONAL DIRECTOR, OUTLINES HOW THE ASSOCIATION 
PLANS TO HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY THE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 
SECTOR ACROSS NORTHERN IRELAND...

MPANI NEWS

A crucial contribution
• Objective 5 – Respond to 
consultation papers on issues that 
affect our members.

• Objective 6 – Continue to work 
with Northern Ireland Construction 
Group (NICG) partners to improve 
the communication of the pipeline 
of infrastructure work, improve skills 
within construction and see increased 
public and private investment in our 
infrastructure.
    
ROLE - EDUCATION INTERNAL/
EXTERNAL
• Objective 1 – To advise and inform 

As a trade body, Mineral 
Products Association Northern 
Ireland (MPANI) is primarily 

focused on advising and informing 
our members, both collectively and 
individually. However we do perform 
the following roles and have the 
agreed objectives.

ROLE – FACILITATOR TO/FROM 
GOVERNMENT INFLUENCE
• Objective 1 – Work with the 
Department of the Economy, GSNI, 
Strategic Planning Division and local 
council planning staff to establish a 
Northern Ireland Minerals Forum. 

• Objective 2 – Build the knowledge 
and capacity of local planning officers 
to ensure that their understanding 
of the industry results in a fast and 
efficient service to MPANI members.

• Objective 3 – Respond to the local 
development plan policy statements to 
ensure that the long-term sustainability 
and its right to operate are protected.
 
• Objective 4 – Work with regulatory 
authorities within Northern Ireland to 
ensure a level playing field for industry 
and clear recognition for responsible 
operators. 

MEMBERS AT THE JOINT IOQ MPANI VISIT TO JCB IN SEPTEMBER
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the industry on its legal obligations 
under health and safety to ensure that 
improving performance on reducing 
incidents of harm continues. Key focus 
areas this year will be “The Fatal Six” 
identified by MPA.

• Isolation of energy 
• Struck by vehicle/plant 
• Work at height 
• RTA 
• Struck by falling moving object 
• RCS

• Objective 2 – To develop and 
deliver training and competence 
assessment in partnership with IoQ, 
IAT, CIHT, MPQC, CITBNI to raise skill 
levels across all sectors that MPANI 
represents.

• Objective 3 – To engage with, 
present to and assist schools in the 
delivery of the GCSE in Construction.

• Objective 4 – To work with 
NIEA and others through our 
biodiversity/geodiversity to improve 
environmental awareness and 
communicate our new ‘Nature with 
Aggregates’ guidance. 

• Objective 5 – Engage with political 
decision makers to highlight the 
essential contribution the construction 
materials sector makes to the local 
economy.

• Objective 6 – Work with key 
stakeholders and our Young Leaders 
Group to promote diversity and the 
important role of women within the 
construction materials industry.  

ROLE - PROTECT & EXPAND 
MARKET
• Objective 1 - Continue to work with 
public sector agencies to promote the 
use of quality assured and responsibly 
sourced construction materials. 

• Objective 2 – Stage a concrete 
and masonry seminar in the spring of 
2019 and attend the annual Building 
Control Fire Safety Conference.

• Objective 3 – Develop an effective 
‘Concrete Built IS Better Built’ 
promotion campaign.

• Objective 4 – Sustain and increase 
the MPANI membership.

2019 has seen us focus on three 
priority issues. Planning, recruitment 
into the industry and securing 
a transparent and adequate 
construction pipeline of work.

PLANNING
We have worked closely with the 
Department of Infrastructure to 
ensure that there was clear guidance 
and policy set out in the Strategic 
Planning Policy Statement and 
Regional Development Strategy 

around Minerals. Our industry has 
responded to all 11 preferred option 
papers, most of which have been 
supportive but in a few we highlight 
serious concerns over proposed policy. 
There is a growing recognition within 
the industry that we need to provide 
the non-commercially sensitive 
information required to develop 
supply and demand scenarios for the 
supply of construction aggregates, 
both locally and across councils in 
Northern Ireland. On a positive note, 
councils are  listening to us, particularly 
on the need for safeguarding areas 
and measures to ensure appropriate 
restoration plans are implemented.

RECRUITMENT INTO THE 
INDUSTRY
The Construction Materials Industry, 
like many other older and “hands on” 
Industries has a very high age profile. 
Industry statistics show the average 
age in the Mineral Products sector is 
around 55. Equally concerning is the 
level of diversity within the sector, with 
women making up less than 15%. We 
have developed a close partnership 
with Womenstec in Northern Ireland 
who promotes careers in untraditional 
sectors to young girls and women. 
Over 30% of our STEM Ambassadors 
within MPANI are female. Our Young 
Leaders Group is made up of young 
managers and supervisors between 21 
and 35 and is 30% female. 

“On a positive note, 
councils are listening to 
us, particularly on the 
need for safeguarding 
areas and the use of 
bonds to ensure appro-
priate restoration plans 
are implemented.”

MPANI MEMBERS MEETING WITH CAUSEWAY 
COAST AND GLENS COUNCIL PLANNING OFFICIALS

LOCAL MEMBERS FORUM IN FERMANAGH IN 
SEPTEMBER

GCSE STUDENTS AT ERNE COLLEGE ENNISKILLEN    

g
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The Association has also been proactive in 
promoting and facilitating Apprenticeships across 
the Industry.

ENSURING A TRANSPARENT AND ACCURATE 
PIPELINE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK   
We have been working in partnership with Northern 
Ireland Construction Group (NICG) to ensure a clear, 
transparent and accurate pipeline of construction 
work coming from the public sector in Northern 
Ireland. Of particular importance are the level of sub-
economic tendering, prompt and fair payment to 
the construction supply chain and ensuring materials 
come from responsible operators. 

THIRD PARTY QUALITY ASSURED CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
As a customer of our industry and purchaser of 
concrete products, you want to be assured that 
those products you buy and use come from sites 
that are managed in a safe and environmentally 
responsible way. You also want to have the 
guarantee of quality and that what you asked for is 
what you get.
With increased customer expectations and assurance 
about “Who is watching the quality?”, those within 
the concrete products sector offer this guarantee of 
third party quality assured products.
MPANI have listed (right), with the support of 
QSRMC and BSI, all third party quality assured 
companies in Northern Ireland to allow you to make 
better decisions when purchasing materials from the 
industry.
Public sector procurement policy in Northern Ireland 
requires that all concrete used on public sector 
construction sites must be sourced from third party 
quality assured concrete suppliers. In terms of 
private housebuilding, the National Housebuilding 
Council (NHBC) standards specification clearly 
states that ready mixed concrete being used on an 
NHBC registered housing site is only acceptable 
from a supplier operating a full quality control 
system such as operated by QSRMC or the BSI kite 
mark or an equivalent system acceptable to NHBC. 
For more information go to Chapter 3.1 in the 
NHBC Standards https://www.nhbc.co.uk/Builders/
ProductsandServices/Standardsplus2018/#14
If you want to know more about becoming a 
member of MPANI, contact Gordon Best at 
gbest@mpani.org or visit our website at 
www.mpani.org or www.mineralproducts.org

QSRMC REGISTERED COMPANIES
Company ......................................... Location
LD Aggregates .................................... Cookstown
B McCaffery & Sons Ltd ...................... Enniskillen
Breedon/Whitemountain ..................... All Sites
Northstone NI Ltd ............................... All Sites
Tracey Concrete .................................. Enniskillen
Quinn Building Products ..................... Enniskillen
Norman Emerson Group ..................... Craigavon
F P McCann ......................................... All Sites
Clady Quarries ..................................... Newry, Armagh
Creagh Concrete ................................. All Sites
Gregory Donnelly S & G ..................... Strabane
Carryduff Building Supplies................. Carryduff

BSI REGISTERED COMPANIES
Company ......................................... Location
Alpha Quarry Products Ltd ................. Co Down
Alpha Quarry Products Ltd ................. Co Down
RTU Ltd ............................................... Newtownabbey
CES Quarry Products Ltd .................... Newtownards
Carryduff Concrete  ............................ Lisburn
Neil Mullin & Sons Limited .................. Omagh
McGarrity Bros .................................... Omagh
CES Quarry Products Ltd .................... Saintfield
Loughran Rock Quarries Ltd ............... Carrickmore
Macrete Ireland Limited ...................... Toomebridge
Robinson Concrete Ltd ....................... Claudy
Robinson Concrete Ltd ....................... Ballymoney
Stoneyford Building Supplies .............. Lisburn
Loughran Rock Industries .................... Armagh
Joseph Barrett & Sons Ltd .................. Dungannon
W & J Chambers Ltd ........................... Coleraine
W J Chambers Ltd ............................... LondonderryTH
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Norman Emerson Group, 116-118 Ardmore Road, Derryadd, Lurgan, Co Armagh, BT66 6QP
T: 028 3834 0222 - E: info@normanemerson.com
www.normanemerson.com

A LONGSTANDING MEMBER OF MPA NI, NORMAN EMERSON GROUP IS WELL PLACED 
FOR CONTINUED GROWTH…

MPA - QUALITY ASSURED COMPANIES NI

Building on quality 
The Norman Emerson Group 

has been a member of MPA 
NI since its formation over 20 

years ago. “We are full members 
of this excellent organisation. It has 
proved very useful when it comes to 
liaising and networking with other 
companies in the industry; it’s always 
helpful to share knowledge and get 
advice from your peers. We’ve also 
found it very helpful when it comes to 
getting information around issues like 
aggregate tax and new government 
legislation,” said Colin Emerson, 
Production Director at Norman 
Emerson Group. MPA NI has listed 
Norman Emerson Group as a Third 
Party Accredited Concrete Supplier 
NI, an important attribution when it 
comes to carrying out public sector 
work, or work on any building sites 
that have NHBC registration.
Founded in 1945 by Norman Emerson 
Senior, and with almost 75 years of 
commercial experience across the 
island of Ireland, the Norman Emerson 
Group is well known for its exemplary 
service and technical expertise as one 
of the leading concrete suppliers in 
the country. The company operates 
two ready mix plants, one at 
Tandragee and another at
Ardmore, Lurgan, and can offer 
over 150 mix types ranging from a 
‘trenchfill’ foundation mix to a 60 
newton reinforced industrial floor mix. 
Over the years, the business has 
developed core competencies in the 
production and supply of materials 
and services to three market sectors 
– construction industry concrete and 
aggregate supplies, horticultural/
sport turf surface solution supplies, 
and decorative natural stone/hard 

landscaping supplies. The business 
has also evolved to develop extraction 
of hard rock quarries, gravel pits. 
Later development brought the 
introduction of a dedicated concrete 
laying contracts division, a specialised 
decorative aggregate division focused 
on the hard landscaping sector, and 
the development of industrialised 
dried sand for a variety of valued 
added end uses.
An extensive range of sands have 
been developed from the core sand 
extraction function to supply a growth 

market for sports sands used as an 
important component for playing 
pitches, golf courses and horse 
ménages. 
‘Building on Quality’ is very much the 
focus within the Norman Emerson 
Group. “We specialise in providing a 
concrete laid service, and strive to be 
the premier quality supplier of choice 
for sand, concrete, quarry aggregate, 
decorative stone and associated 
products in our chosen markets. We 
pride ourselves on good service to 
our customers,” said Colin. 

“We specialise in providing a concrete laid service, and 
strive to be the premier quality supplier of choice for 
sand, concrete, quarry aggregate, decorative stone and 
associated products in our chosen markets.”
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FOR ROBINSON CONCRETE, VALUABLE NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND PRACTICAL 
ADVICE ARE JUST TWO OF THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING PART OF MPA NI…

MPA - QUALITY ASSURED COMPANIES NI

Invaluable support from MPA NI
Established in 1951 by Matthew 

Robinson, Robinson Concrete is a 
well-respected concrete products 

supplier with a solid reputation across 
Northern Ireland. The company 
has completed a range of projects, 
both large and small, across several 
different industries including housing, 
agriculture and infrastructure. Now in 
its third generation, the family business 
has maintained the ethos of ‘Quality, 
Service, Value’ and prides itself in 
being at the forefront of concrete 
products’ supply in the North West.
Robinson Concrete has two depots 
strategically located in the North 
West of Ireland; the Claudy depot 
services Derry/Londonderry along with 
North Donegal areas, from Benone to 
Carndonagh. With its second depot 
in Ballymoney, the company is able 
to deliver across the North Antrim 
Coast, from Coleraine to Cushendall 
and further inland from Garvagh to 
Maghera. Both depots are equipped 
with facilities for the collection or 
delivery of ready mixed concrete, 
blocks, sand, gravel, decorative stone 
and landscape products.
Although the company’s expertise 
lies across several sectors, it’s housing 
and agriculture where Robinson 
Concrete’s experience really shines 
through. “Although we have 
expanded and diversified since 1951, 
our core business is still very much 
focused on these two sectors. On 
the housing side, we have just taken 
on a new product called Cemfloor, a 
cementitious levelling screed for use 
in bonded, un-bonded and floating 
screed applications. That’s performing 
quite well for us at the moment,” said 
Gareth Robinson, Managing Director.  

Business is steady at Robinson 
Concrete at the moment, despite 
the uncertain economic outlook. 
“With Brexit, people are really 
watching what’s going on and being 
quite cautious. In addition, not 
having a government in Northern 
Ireland means funding for farming 
and infrastructure is at a standstill. 
Despite all that, we’re lucky in that 
business has remained steady.” 
All concrete products at Robinson 
Concrete are manufactured using 
the company’s own locally sourced 
aggregates.  This allows for daily 
quality control, ensuring that 
customers get the highest standard 

of product at highly competitive 
prices.
Membership of MPA NI is important 
to the team at Robinson Concrete. 
“It’s a vital support network for us. 
It helps guide us through issues like 
planning, taxation, aggregate tax and 
health and safety. Just being able to 
network with our industry peers, get 
advice and bounce ideas off other 
people is invaluable. They’re the main 
reasons why we’re a member.” The 
association is always at the end of the 
phone if and when they’re needed. 
“They’re in touch with their members 
very regularly. It’s great to know that 
support is there when it’s needed.” 

“It’s a vital support network for us. It helps 
guide us through issues like planning, taxation, 
aggregate tax and health and safety.”



Quinn Building Products is one 
of Northern Ireland’s leading 
manufacturers of a diverse 

range of premium building materials. 
The company’s roots lie in the 
quarrying and concrete manufacturing 
sector, where they have successfully 
operated for over 40 years, with the 
capacity to now produce in excess of 
1.3 million tonnes of cement annually.
Quinn’s product portfolio boasts 
a unique range of complimentary 
building materials, including bulk and 
bagged cement, precast concrete 
floors, stairs and landings, beams, 
columns, balconies and terraces, 
concrete rooftiles, concrete blocks and 
a range of associated aggregates.
In addition, Quinn has diversified 
its product offering to include high 
performance PIR and EPS insulation 
boards and Quinn Lite aircrete blocks, 
becoming one of the UK and Ireland’s 
largest manufacturers of PIR insulation 
and the only manufacturer of aircrete 
thermal blocks in Ireland.
Quinn is an active member of 
MPANI, the trade association for the 
aggregates, asphalt, cement, concrete, 
dimension stone, lime, mortar and 
silica sand industries and is listed as 
one of Northern Ireland’s Third Party 
Accredited Concrete Suppliers. 
Quinn representatives are heavily 
involved in the association’s health 
and safety committee and recently 
became the first external organisation 
to host their committee meeting at the 
company’s headquarters in Fermanagh. 
Quinn’s Health and Safety Manager, 
Gerry Clancy, spoke at the event 
about the Quinn Safety Hub and 
demonstrated how the initiative has 
benefitted the company, employees 

and contractors since its introduction 
in 2018.
The Quinn Safety Hub has been 
recognised as a leading example of 
innovation in the field of health and 
safety management, earning Quinn the 
award for Best Personal Development 
Project in the Northern Ireland Institute 
of Quarrying Awards, along with a 
place in the UK finals. Quinn is also 
the only Northern Ireland company 
to make it through to the UK finals 
of the Mineral Products Association 
Health and Safety Awards 2019 in the 
Behavioural Safety, Safety Culture and 
Leadership Award category.
Speaking of Quinn’s involvement with 
MPANI and the value of its listing as 
a Third Party Accredited Concrete 
Supplier, Paddy Mohan, Cement Sales 
Director, said, “We value our very 
strong association with the MPANI and 
are proactive in working effectively 
with the body to ensure we as a 
company benefit from the welcome 
industry support and valuable learning 

opportunities available. 
“It’s important that we as an industry 
share our successes and good practice 
when it comes to health and safety 
and environmental matters. The 
current drive by the entire industry to 
work towards a zero-harm position 
is encouraging and a collaborative 
approach will benefit all involved in 
working towards this goal. We have 
been very happy to showcase our 
initiatives and share our learnings with 
the wider industry.
“Customers also need assurance that 
our products are manufactured to 
high quality standards, in a safe and 
environmentally responsible way and 
this is the benefit of being listed as 
a Third Party Accredited Concrete 
Supplier. The list has been compiled 
by MPANI with the support of QSRMC 
and BSI, all Third-Party Quality Assured 
Companies in Northern Ireland, so 
customers know that our products are 
manufactured responsibly and can be 
confident in the product quality.”

SUSTAINABILITY AND HEALTH AND SAFETY IS AT THE HEART OF QUINN’S INVOLVEMENT 
WITH MPA NI…

A valuable association

www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 65FOLLOW US ON:

Quinn Building Products, 187 Ballyconnell Road, Derrylin, Enniskillen, 
Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GP. T: 028 6774 8866 - E: info@quinn-buildingproducts.com
www.quinn-buildingproducts.com

MPA - QUALITY ASSURED COMPANIES NI





NEWS

www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 67FOLLOW US ON:

installation is inspired by the lamented 
loss of the shipyard industry and 
the resonance of sounds that once 
dominated the area.
The Sound Yard is brought to life 
through collaborative interaction, 
creating a place to play, perform and 
learn. The design celebrates the history 
of its site and aims to reinvigorate the 
area through the creation of sounds 
that will resonate along the Maritime 
mile and pay homage to the rich 
industrial heritage of our city.”
Kerrie Sweeney, Chief Executive 
of Titanic Foundation, said: 
“Incorporating play onto the Maritime 
Mile is a great way to attract local 
communities and reconnect them 
with the city’s iconic waterfront. We 
were delighted with the response to 
the RSUA competition with so many 
inspirational ideas and look forward 
to delivering the winning proposal 
alongside our partners. 

The Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects (RSUA) and JP Corry 
have partnered with Titanic 

Foundation to develop and deliver 
“Sound Yard”, a new temporary 
play area on the Maritime Mile.  
This project envisions an exciting 
recreation experience using sound to 
evoke Belfast’s maritime history and 
integrating play into the landscape of 
Belfast city centre.
Designed by Hannah Wilson, Matthew 
Kernan, and Eunan Deeney, this plan 
was the winner of the 2019 RSUA / JP 
Corry CityPlay Design Competition 
aimed at early career architects 
which challenged entrants to create a 
distinctive Belfast experience centred 
around play on the city’s waterfront.
RSUA President, Joan McCoy, said 
“Design competitions showcase the 
creative potential of architecture.  
Sound Yard is a skilful proposal to 
enhance the Maritime Mile with 

playfulness and create a child-friendly 
place.”
Chris McComb, Specialist Sales 
Manager at JP Corry, said “The 
standard of entries continue to rise in 
this competition. Congratulations to 
every applicant and in particular the 
winning project “Sound Yard” - the 
quality and talent of our local architects 
is truly exceptional. Belfast is evolving 
and the future design of the city is vital. 
The CityPlay Design Competition is 
an excellent way to get young people 
thinking about the role that architecture 
plays and what it can do for Northern 
Ireland. We’re delighted to continue 
our support of the competition and 
Architecture Night.”
Competition winners Hannah Wilson, 
Matthew Kernan, and Eunan Deeney 
said: “The Sound Yard is nestled on 
the industrious Maritime mile of Belfast 
and aims to create a foci along the 
route to gather around and within. The 

“SOUND YARD” ENVISIONS AN EXCITING RECREATION EXPERIENCE USING SOUND TO 
EVOKE BELFAST’S MARITIME HISTORY...

Architects bring playfulness to the 
heart of Titanic Quarter

L-R: Joan McCoy, RSUA President; Chris McComb, JP Corry with winners of the RSUA JP Corry Early Career Design Competition Hannah Wilson, Matthew Kernan and Eunan Deeney).
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from multimillion euro contracts 
to small and medium-sized 
projects. The new sports hall at 
Malone College was a traditional 
brick and block build. It consists 
of four changing rooms for 
students, two for teachers, a 
fitness suite and a PE classroom. 
Although this wasn’t a massive 
undertaking in terms of size, 
the new sports hall is a hugely 

For over 20 years, students 
attending Malone Integrated 
College in Belfast had to 

do without a sports hall. That all 
changed earlier this year with the 
completion of a modern, state-
of-the-art sports hall/gymnasium, 
boasting an internal area of 
1,424m2. As well as the sports 
hall, students can now make use 
of a fully floodlit, 3G synthetic 

turf, sports playing field.
Ganson UK was the main 
contractor on this much needed 
project, providing its expertise, 
competency and technical 
know-how to ensure the job was 
completed on time and to the 
highest standard. The company 
has extensive experience working 
across a range of sectors, on 
projects varying in type and size 

A NEW SPORTS HALL AND 3G PITCH, DELIVERED BY GANSON UK, IS 
DELIGHTING STUDENTS AND STAFF ALIKE AT MALONE COLLEGE...

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“This was a great project to work on and 
it’s one that we’re really proud of.” 
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team were on site for just over 
one year. The fact that the site 
was situated at a slight distance 
from the school meant students 
weren’t adversely affected 
by day to day construction 
activities. “Although we weren’t 
in close proximity to students 
and general traffic, we still 
had to ensure there were no 
deliveries to site at peak times, 
ie when school was starting and 
finishing. The safety of students 
and staff was paramount and 
something we took extremely 
seriously. We liaised closely 
with the school to ensure we 
avoided any disruption to 
the students’ school day and 
organised deliveries around 
their schedule.” 
A very tight deadline meant 
Ganson UK was under pressure 
to complete the project on 
time and to a very high quality. 
“That’s something that we 
managed to do, thanks to the 
close collaboration on site 
between all the teams involved. 
Everyone had the same end 
goal, which was to deliver an 
exemplar sports hall and pitch 
for a student body that hadn’t 
had those facilities previously. 
I think we more than achieved 
those goals. This was a great 
project to work on and it’s one 
that we’re really proud of.” 

important addition to the college 
and one that both staff and 
students will utilise to its full 
advantage for years to come. 
The biggest challenge for the 
Ganson team was the lengthy 
lead-in times. A very specific 
façade system was specified by 
the architects for the windows 
in the sports hall. “A system 
from Kalwall, a company that 
manufactures high performance 
window applications, was 
selected for this project. It was 
certainly the right product for 
the job but as it was coming 
from the US, we waited quite a 

while for it,” said Tony Bradley, 
site foreman at Ganson UK. The 
lead-in time for this particular 
product was 16-18 weeks. “That 
was a challenge as it had the 
potential to hold up works on 
site, which would have had a 
knock-on effect on the rest of 
the construction team. By liaising 
with the sub-contractors, we 
managed to ensure there were 
no repercussions for the other 
teams on the project. Once it 
arrived and was installed, the 
Kalwall system worked extremely 
well.” 
Tony and the rest of the Ganson 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Ganson UK, Clarmont Avenue, Castlewellan, Co Down, BT31 9BX
T: 028437 71022 - E: info@gansonuk.co.uk
www.ganson.ie
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“Although this wasn’t a 

massive project in terms of 

size, the new sports hall is a 

hugely important addition 

to the college and one that 

both staff and students will 

utilise to its full advantage 

for years to come.”
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possible job and meeting the 
deadline.” Clive and the rest of 
the team did indeed meet the 
tight deadline, delivering a top 
quality job for the client. “We’ve 
worked with the main contractor 
on several projects in the past. 
We’ve established an excellent 
relationship there and we look 
forward to working with them 
again in the near future.”

Antrim-based Apollo 
Ceilings supplied and 
fitted all the acoustic 

panels in the new sports hall 
at Malone College, along with 
all of the suspended ceilings 
throughout the rest of the 
building. Clive Perry and the 
team at Apollo Ceilings also 
completed the boarding and 
drylining for the high level 
section in the sports hall, 
dubbed the ‘Lantern’. At 16m 
off the ground, this particular 
element of the job required 
very specific health and safety 
considerations. In addition, 
special equipment including 
a scissor lift was used by the 
team. This required all members 
of the team to have the correct 

licence to operate it. 
With years of experience 
across a range of sectors, 
Apollo Ceilings was well able 
to deal with any challenge 
that presented itself. “The 
most tricky area was fitting 
a soundproof screen above 
a sliding partition which 
was specified for the sports 
hall, which again required 
us to work at height. That 
was really the only element 
of the job that required 
a bit more consideration. 
The rest of the project was 
quite straightforward. We 
approached the job in the 
same way that we approach 
all projects we undertake; with 
the intention of doing the best 

A TOP NOTCH JOB FROM APOLLO CEILINGS…

ACOUSTIC PANELS AND SUSPENDED CEILINGS

Apollo Ceilings Ltd, Unit 4, 10 Redlands Crescent, Larne, BT40 1FF.
T: 028 2827 0215 - E: info@apolloceilings.co.uk

www.apolloceilings.co.uk

“We approached the job 
in the same way that we 
approach all projects 
we undertake; with the 
intention of doing the 
best possible job and 
meeting the deadline.”
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Ace Scaffolding supplied, erected and dismantled 
scaffolding at the Malone College project. The 
company’s commitment to quality workmanship 
and the highest possible standards of health and 
safety were evident throughout this venture. 
Reliability and efficiency are at the heart of Ace 
Scaffolding, a company that has completed projects 
across Northern Ireland. Adrian and the team 
pride themselves on their attention to detail and 
solutions-focused attitude, a company ethos that 
ensures repeat business and an extremely satisfied 
client base. 

T: 07980 302594 - E: adrian@acescaff.co.uk
www.acescaffoldingballymoney.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING

T: 07510 852167 - E: gerard@
vaderscleaningsolutions.co.uk
www.vaderscleaningsolutions.co.uk

Vaders Cleaning Solutions 
was responsible for 
ensuring the new Sports 

Hall at Malone Integrated 
College was pristine upon 
handover. Gerard Murphy and 
the rest of the team carried out 
a full Builder’s Clean followed by 
a Sparkle Clean on the project. 

Another Sparkle Clean after 
snagging ensured the project 
was ready to be handed over 
to the client. “Anything the 
builders did, we cleaned up 
after them. Ganson had access 
to tower scaffolding in the 
building so that allowed us to 
access the high level windows,” 
said Gerard Murphy. Cleaning 
products from Danny Jones in 
CleanCare helped the Vaders 
team complete the job to a high 
standard while a well planned out 
build phase ensured the team 
was able to meet their deadline. 
“Ganson is an excellent company 
to work for; all the design teams 
were on board so it was just 
a matter of working in close 
collaboration with everyone.” 

TOP NOTCH CLEANING JOB FROM VADERS…

CLEANING SERVICE 

Fox Bros Ltd was responsible for all of the internal 
and external plastering at the new sports facility 
at Malone Integrated College. The experienced 
company also looked after all the floor screeds 
at the new facility. Quick drying floor screeds 
were selected to allow for a speedy process and 
to ensure the next phase of the project could go 
ahead on schedule. An existing relationship with 
the main contractor helped Fox Bros Ltd deliver a 
high quality and excellent workmanship.

PLASTERING & FLOOR 
SCREEDS 

M: 07973 568 144
T: 028 8676 9446
E: foxbrosltd@gmail.com
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COMPANY NEWS

The 7th annual Fire Door Safety 
Week was held recently across 
the UK and Northern Ireland. 

This important awareness-generating 
initiative is the brainchild of the British 
Woodworking Federation and the BWF 
Fire Door Alliance (formerly known as 
the BWF CERTIFIRE Scheme). Over the 
last number of years this has become a 
pivotal industry campaign that seeks to 
increase understanding of the critical 
role that fire doors play in protecting 
life and property. 
KCC organised and hosted the 
2019 Fire Door Symposium in the 
Waterfoot Hotel in Derry/Londonderry 
on September 26th. The half-day 
event was specifically created to raise 
awareness of the correct specification, 
installation and maintenance of 
fire doors as a crucial part of any 
buildings fire protection strategy. In 
the morning, delegates first heard 
from Pat Jefferies, Commercial 
Director of ABLOY UK, about the 
basic requirements for fire and escape 
door hardware covering all of the 
essential elements as defined in the 
constructions product directive. The 
second presentation came from Alan 
Collins, on behalf of the Automatic 
Door Suppliers Association (ADSA), 
who was presenting a newly approved 
RIBA CPD entitled “Powered 
Pedestrian Doors: Design and 
Understandings for Accessibility and 
Safety”. 
After a break, delegates heard from 
Michael Skelding, General Manager 

and Secretary of the Door & Hardware 
Federation (DHF), who focused on fire 
safety and specifically on doors and 
hardware following the Grenfell Tower 
tragedy on June 14th, 2017. Michael 
discussed the Grenfell Tower inquiry, 
analysing how the fire progressed, 
what failed to work and the disastrous 
consequences that ensued. Ian 
Howell, representing KCC’s Fire Door 
Inspections, closed the seminar with 
a presentation focusing on “Fire 
doors and their inspection” and gave 
attendees an understanding of the 
importance of fire door maintenance 
and inspection in order to ensure 
they function as intended, ie as a life- 
saving device in the event of a fire 
emergency. An introductory video clip 
showing the testing of three doors, 
two incorrectly specified and what can 
happen in these instances, created an 
eerie silence around the room as all 
attendees witnessed the unavoidable 
truth – the consequences of poorly 
installed or unmaintained fire doors 

can be deadly, with flames bursting 
through the first door in just four 
minutes.
Attendees were able to discuss their 
queries or issues with representatives 
from industry experts including Elite 
Doors Ltd, GEZE, Firestop, Access2, 
KCC and Fire Doors Inspections who 
had all given their time to come over 
and support the awareness-raising 
event. 
Speaking after the event, Neil 
McSherry, Associate Director and 
head of service in KCC said, “We 
are delighted with the absolutely 
phenomenal response and attendance 
at today’s event. Our attendance today 
just goes to show how important a 
topic fire doors have become over 
recent times and we at KCC are 
honoured to be at the forefront of 
raising awareness of the importance of 
fire door safety within our industry.”
For further information, contact 
the KCC office on 028 9046 9914 or 
email solutions@kccarchitectural.com

KCC’S 2019 FIRE DOOR SYMPOSIUM HIGHLIGHTS THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF 
IGNORING FIRE THIS ISSUE…

Spreading fire door safety awareness
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TIMBER FRAMES

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.

T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

With over 30 years’ 
experience in the 
Construction sector, 

Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.
The major advantages of 
timber frame construction are 
its speed of erection, excellent 
thermal efficiency, sound 
performance and, of course, its 
considerable advantages over 
traditional building methods 
where environmental issues are 
concerned. 
Either choose from Kilbroney’s 
own comprehensive range of 
house styles from the company’s 
portfolio, or alternatively, the 
Kilbroney Timber Frame team is 

happy to manufacture and supply 
a kit to your own architectural 
design. For example, with the 
bungalow pictured (top right) 
you can have the timber frame kit 
supplied and erected, with all the 
insulation and the plasterboard, 
and the windows and external 
doors supplied and fitted for under 
£35,000!
Whether you are an architect, 
contractor or are embarking on a 
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber 
Frame can offer the right solution 
for your needs.
For more information on 
Kilbroney Timber Frame, 
telephone 028 4173 9077 
or e-mail 
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

HIGH QUALITY, COST-EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from 
Kilbroney Timber Frame

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.”
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Leading construction connector 
manufacturer Simpson Strong-
Tie has released its all-new 2020 

catalogue, a comprehensive product 
guide which showcases the company’s 
most recent innovations and product 
line extensions.
Designed to make it simpler for 
builders, engineers and architects 
to select the right product for their 
requirements, the catalogue boasts 
Simpsons’ widest range of products 
to date. Alongside the UK’s largest 
collection of connectors for timber and 
masonry construction, numerous new 
products including the GPC, Gable 
Panel Connector are featured in the 
catalogue which solves the problem 
of the connection detail between the 
masonry wall, the wall plate and the 

bottom rail of the gable panel.
Also new for 2020 are a high 
movement timber frame tie, 
an adjustable mini hanger, 
purlin anchor, twisted 
restraint strap and a 4mm 
reinforced angle bracket. To 
simplify product specification, 
the catalogue contains 
comprehensive technical data, 
performance characteristics 
and safe working loads, as 
well as easy-to-follow installation 
instructions.
Managing Director, Malcolm Paulson 
explains, “It’s been a busy time for 
Simpson Strong-Tie, we’ve really 
pushed the boat out to increase our 
core product range, engineered to 
stand the test of time. With our new 

enhanced product lines, along with our 
rapid made-to-order service, we really 
can say that if we don’t have it – you 
don’t need it.”
The new catalogue is now available 
in print on request, and online in 
the Resources / Literature section at 
www.strongtie.co.uk.

SIMPSON STRONG-TIE INTRODUCES ITS NEW CATALOGUE OF CONNECTORS FOR 
TIMBER AND MASONRY CONSTRUCTION...

COMPANY NEWS

The right solutions from Simpson Strong-Tie
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plastering and painting the 
walls throughout along with the 
installation of fitted furniture. “In 
the main multi-purpose hall area, 
we installed Junckers flooring 
which is a shock-absorbing floor, 
to minimise the risk of injuries. We 
also completed the mechanical 
and electrical works throughout 
the three buildings, including 
stage lighting, interactive boards 
and automatic rooflights.” 
The external works comprised 
perimeter fencing, landscaping, 
car parking, drop off zones, 
retaining walls, paving, a MUGA 
pitch and play equipment. “We 
installed low level fencing around 

With Corran Integrated 
Primary School, 
FORMME Ltd has 

delivered a technically complex, 
sustainable solution that 
has allowed the company to 
expand fully into the education 
sector. The project included 
the construction of the main 
primary school, a nursery and 
a maintenance store. The 
package of works included the 
sub-structure, super structure, 
mechanical, electrical, civils and 
fit-out of the school. 
FORRME’s responsibilities on 
this project were varied and at 
times, technically challenging. 

“We installed a steel frame for 
the main multi-purpose hall 
and this was integrated with a 
traditional block cavity wall. A 
ring beam was installed around 
the perimeter of the school to 
boost the structural integrity of 
the block walls. The roof build-up 
was made of timber trusses and 
a composite roof panel which 
was covered in a tile to give the 
building more of a traditional 
feel,” said Kathryn McClune, 
Assistant Contracts Manager at 
FORRME. 
Internally, the company 
completed the fit-out of the 
three buildings, including 

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE AND HIGH LEVELS OF WORKMANSHIP FROM FORRME 
ON CORRAN INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“As part of FORRME’s works, the company was also 
contracted to comply with BREEAM “Excellent” status.”
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residential houses so we made 
this decision to maintain a 
good relationship with the local 
neighbours. We also made the 
decision to install the permanent 
Ibex fencing at the beginning 
of the project. This was a better 
option than hoarding as high 
winds at the exposed coastal site 
could have caused hoarding to 
blow over and cause damage to 
neighbouring properties or to 
anyone walking past.” 
Corran Integrated Primary 
School is a project that 
FORRME is particularly proud 
of. “As the school was in such a 
challenging location, we wanted 
to demonstrate our ability and 
deliver it to the highest quality. 
It also proves that we have what 
it takes to complete technically 
demanding projects in the 
education sector.” 

the different key stages which 
ensured segregation between 
the busy car park and play areas. 
The car park has external lighting 
installed that works on a dusk 
to dawn setting; they’re more 
energy efficient as they are only 
switched on and off when the sun 
sets and when the sun rises.” 
Sustainability is at the heart 
of Corran Integrated Primary 
School. As part of FORRME’s 
works, the company was 
also contracted to comply 
with BREEAM “Excellent” 
status. “This meant that we 
had to ensure we complied 
with material specifications 
that provided an A+ rating.” 
Corran IPS was registered with 
the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme, with the project scoring 
over 40 for both visits. “This 
meant that Corran IPS was 

selected for the Considerate 
Constructors National Site 
Award. We managed to surpass 
expectations and achieved a 
silver award.” 
The new school wasn’t without 
its challenges. “As Corran IPS 
is a faceted building, the shape 
of the rooms presented us with 
a challenge as they were not 
completely square. This had an 
effect on the fitted furniture and 
trunking that was being fitted 
in the corner of the rooms. We 
overcame this issue by installing 
a corner piece made out of 
timber which allowed the fitted 
furniture and trunking to be 
tailored to suit each room.” To 
prevent dirt being transported 
to the main roads, the company 
decided to lay the basecourse 
of tarmac at an early stage. “The 
new school is built between 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

FORRME, 7 Dungannon Road, Coalisland, Tyrone, BT71 4HP
T: 028 8774 6235 - E: info@forrme.co.uk
www.forrme.co.uk
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another opportunity to work 
alongside main contractor 
Forrme,” said John McElhone, 
Managing Director at the 
company. “With a demanding 
specification, we are proud of 
our work and our ability to meet 
the very tight deadline.” 
Creagh Precision Joinery is well 
established as one of the leading 
suppliers of doorsets to the 
building industry throughout the 
UK and Ireland. The company’s 
experience in the sector allows 
it to offer products and service 
demanded by architects and 
contractors alike, while support is 
on hand throughout the process 
from specification to project 
management.

Castledawson-based 
Creagh Precision 
Joinery Limited was 

responsible for the supply of 
doors and frames as factory 
assembled doorsets at the 
Corran Integrated Primary 
School project. The experienced 
company also supplied screens 
and side lights to the project. 
Creagh Precision provided 
doors with vision panels, frames 
and associated ironmongery 
as pre-assembled factory 
hung doorsets. These were 
delivered to site as a unit for 
simple installation, resulting 
in substantial installation time 
and cost savings. Commenting 
on the pre-assembled units, 

Managing Director John 
McElhone said, “Fire rating 
and acoustic performance 
required from doorsets in public 
buildings is best met when the 
components are accurately 
machined, fitted and assembled 
within factory-controlled 
settings.”
Established in 2000, the team 
at Creagh Precision Joinery was 
well prepared for any challenges 
that cropped up during this 
project and was delighted with 
the opportunity to get involved 
with such an important building 
for the local community. 
“We are delighted with our 
contribution to Corran Primary 
School which has given us 

HIGHEST STANDARDS OF WORKMANSHIP AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
FROM CREAGH PRECISION JOINERY...

DOORSETS AND SCREENS

Creagh Precision Joinery, Unit E, 105 Creagh Road, Castledawson, 
Co. Derry, BT45 8EY. T: 028 794 68401

www.creaghprecisionjoinery.co.uk
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PROJECT IN FOCUS
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

complete on schedule.
Based in Toomebridge, Co 
Antrim, McCorley Mechanical 
& Electrical Ltd focused 
solely on mechanical projects 
between 1980 and 2016. The 
incorporation of an electrical 
division has allowed the 
company to diversify and today 
it boasts an impressive portfolio 
of clients throughout Ireland 
and the UK. The experienced 
and knowledgeable team 
at McCorley Mechanical & 
Electrical Ltd handles a wide 
variety of project types including 
domestic, commercial, industrial 
and medical. They are involved 
from the design stage, through 
construction to completion. 
Pat believes that “delivering 
the highest quality job is key 
along with ensuring the client 
is satisfied at every stage of the 
project.”

The team at McCorley 
Mechanical & Electrical 
Ltd is delighted to have 

been engaged in the provision 
of all mechanical installations 
to Corran Integrated Primary 
School. These included heating, 
plumbing, ventilation and 
renewable energy. “Renewable 
energy was a very important 
factor in this project. Solar 
thermal collectors were installed 
on the roof and are working 
extremely efficiently,” said John 
McCorley.

McCorley Mechanical & 
Electrical Ltd is a family owned 
and managed company which 
has been providing a first class 
service to the construction 
industry for over 38 years. The 
company is consistent in placing 
a huge emphasis on customer 
service. A fitting testament to 
its standing and reputation in 
the industry is the number of 
clients who return, safe in the 
knowledge that the company 
can be relied upon to deliver 
a top notch service and to 

A FIRST-CLASS SERVICE FROM PAT MCCORLEY MECHANICAL SERVICES...

MECHANICAL SERVICES

Pat McCorley Mechanical Services Ltd, 53 Carlane Rd, Antrim, BT41 3PA
T: 028 7965 0823
E: john@mccorley.me
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As a recognised leader in the 
manufacture of insulation 
products, Sundolitt’s XPS 

insulation is ideal for the majority 
of domestic and commercial floor 
applications, particularly extruded 
polystyrene for cold store floors. 
Sundolitt XPS Insulation has a closed 
cell structure giving exceptional load-
bearing properties. The product is 
highly resistant to water absorption, 
retains its thermal and load-bearing 
performance in freezing conditions 
and is unaffected by freeze/thaw 
cycles. Sundolitt has partnered with 
Tennants Building Products to ensure 
that insulation materials are correctly 
specified to the client’s exacting 
requirements.
Recently completed projects include 
cold store floors which require high 

levels of insulation 
as well as rigorous 
load-bearing 
characteristics. 
For one project, 
Sundolitt supplied 
heavy duty XPS 
700SL in both 
50mm and 100mm 
thickness for 
cold store client 
Interfrigo in Antrim. 
Through Tennants distribution, 
Sundolitt also supplied XPS insulation 
for a packing and distribution 
customer in Strabane for a 8,000sq 
ft factory extension. Two grades of 
XPS were installed to overcome the 
varying load requirements including 
point loading beneath each static 
foot of fixed storage racking. Under 

the central concrete base carrying 
the picking rails, Sundolitt XPS300 
was installed giving a 140kPA 
over the long-term pressure and a 
compressive modulus of elasticity of 
12500kPA.
T: 01786 471586
E: enquiriesuk@sundolitt.com
www.sundolitt.co.uk

HIGH PERFORMANCE XPS INSULATION FROM SUNDOLITT IS PERFECT FOR COMMERCIAL 
FLOOR APPLICATIONS…

INSULATION

Sundolitt’s XPS insulation - the ideal solution
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A trade event offering modern methods of construction 
and innovative products to building contractors and professionals.

LINTELS

The Keystone Group, Ballyreagh Industrial Estate, Sandholes Road, Cookstown, 
Co Tyrone, BT80 9DG. T: 028 8676 2184 - E: info@KeystoneLintels.co.uk

www.keystonelintels.com

REDUCE THERMAL BRIDGING WITH KEYSTONE’S AWARD-WINNING HI-THERM+ LINTEL…

Improved energy efficiency with 
Keystone lintels

Keystone’s award-winning lintels 
offer an innovative solution to 
improving SAP calculations, 

meeting Part F Building Regulations 
and reducing thermal bridging by up 
to 80%. The award-winning Hi-therm+ 
Lintel from Keystone provides a 
low-cost solution for reduced carbon 
emissions. It is up to five times more 
thermally efficient than a standard 
steel lintel.
Openings for windows and doors 
are vulnerable to heat loss through 
thermal bridging so the performance 
of structural elements such as lintels 
that are installed in these junctions is 
important.
Lintels are, in most cases, the most 
significant thermal bridges due to the 
fact that traditional-style steel lintels 
interrupt the line of insulation with a 
continuous piece of highly conductive 
steel. This could account for more than 
40% of the total heat loss through 
thermal bridging.

Specifiers now have an excellent 
solution, thanks to Keystone’s 
patented Hi-therm+ Lintel with its 
dramatically enhanced Psi value. 
The innovative design utilises a 
rigid polymer thermal insulator 
as an effective thermal break, but 
incorporates a steel inner and 
external leaf, so it is installed in 
the same way as a standard lintel. 
This can lead to an 80% reduction 
in thermal bridging through the 

lintel, compared to 
using traditional steel 
products. By reducing 
thermal bridging with 
Hi-therm+, designers 
can make savings 
elsewhere by negating 
the need to use bolt 
on renewables or build 
to wider cavities, while 
still achieving their 
SAP requirements.
Keystone Lintels’ 
Hi-therm+ Lintel is 
BBA-certified and 
has won a 2019 
Irish Construction 
Excellence award 

for construction product innovation. 
This latest win comes off the back of 
a hugely successful year for the Hi-
therm+ Lintel, having also been named 
Construction Product of the Year at 
the Irish Construction Industry Awards 
and Best Building Fabric Product at 
the Housebuilder Product Awards 
2018. There is a strong argument that 
focusing on the fabric of a building 
is the most cost-effective, reliable 
and robust method of achieving 
compliance with future building 
regulations, as getting the fabric right 
will save energy throughout the whole 
lifespan of the building.
Kris Willis, Keystone’s Regional Sales 
Director said, “At the Keystone 
Group, we are continuously investing 
in research and design to ensure we 
are at the forefront of innovation 
within the construction industry. The 
Hi-therm+ Lintel has enjoyed great 
success in the Irish construction 
market. It offers builders a solution 
which is faster and easier to install 
compared to a two-part lintel while 
also providing a low cost route to 
improve both CO2 reduction and fabric 
energy efficiency.” 

“We are continuously investing 
in research and design to 
ensure we are at the forefront 
of innovation within the 
construction industry.”
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T: 028 9261 2990
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