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St. Mary’s Church Lavey
Authenticity and attention to detail create a stunning restoration.
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bringing european innovation

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Smet Building Products Ltd
93A Belfast Road | Newry | BT34 1QH | Northern Ireland

T: +44 (0) 28 3026 6833 | F: +44 (0) 28 3026 7619
E: info@smetbuildingproducts.com

www.smetbuildingproducts.com or www.smet.ie
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VarioFlex® 419 
and HF 420
• C2-EF-S1 and C2-EF  
 ideal for large
 format floor tiling
• Rapid-set with high  
 crystalline water 
 binding capacity
• Reliable drying, even  
 under large format tiles
• Ideal for application  
 onto Calcium Sulphate  
 based flowing floor   
 screeds 
• Suitable for light-  
 coloured or translucent  
 natural stone types

••
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As Winter rolls in and the mornings 
get darker, MacBlair want to make 
sure young children can ‘be seen’ 

on their way to and from school each day. 
Especially whenever there can be so many 
cars around schools in the morning, it 
can be difficult for motorists to see small 
children, especially when they are reversing. 
MacBlair branches across Northern Ireland 
have issued free hi-vis vests to local primary 
schools for their P1 classes. The point of this 
initiative is help teach children about the 
importance of keeping safe around roads, 
especially when it’s darker during winter. 
They also want to teach them about why 
MacBlair have to wear their hi-vis PPE for 
many different safety reasons, from their 
truck drivers to their counter staff. 
T: +44 (0)28 9038 5363
www.macblair.com

MACBLAIR HAVE A NEW ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS INITIATIVE FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE ISLE OF MAN TO TEACH THEM ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF BEING VISIBLE TO MOTORISTS… 

MacBlair ‘Be Seen’ Primary School Initiative

4Front Building Products 
to Exhibit at SelfBuild Live

CIOB Graduates celebrate

Pictured above are pupils from Corran Integrated Primary School, Larne - don’t they all look very smart in their 
hi-vis vests, with representatives from MacBlair Larne branch (L-R) Barry McKay, Branch Manager and Tom McLean.

4Front Building 
Products is 
delighted to 

announce that they 
will be exhibiting 
at the upcoming 
SelfBuild Live, Belfast, 
on February 21 – 23, 
2020 at the Titanic 
Exhibition Centre, 
Belfast. They will be 
showcasing RESITRIX, 
their premium range 
of waterproofing 
membrane solutions for flat roofs and building 
waterproofing. Their full range of Single-Ply Membranes 
combines synthetic rubber EPDM and high-quality, polymer-
modified bitumen in a highly flexible, single-ply sealing 
membrane. RESITRIX provides a safe and simple application 
for many roof waterproofing requirements.
T: +44 (0)28 9073 5879
E: sales@4frontbuildingproducts.com
www.4frontbuildingproducts.com

The graduates’ families and friends were on hand to 
cheer them on as they accepted their certificates 
in Belfast City Hall on Saturday, 23 November. The 

day had a theme of celebration, both for the individuals 
graduating and for the industry that they help to develop. 
The Chartered Institute of Builders (CIOB) would like to 
thank Belfast City Council for their kind generosity, for the 
use of Belfast City Hall and wish to congratulate the new 
Fellow and Members for their great achievement.
www.ciob.org

4Front Building Products strive for the success 
of your roofing and flooring construction by 
offering a range of compelling services.

Rebecca Thompson FCIOB, said, “The CIOB is here to change the industry, make 
it more diverse and inclusive to enable the most competent leaders to succeed.”
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Structural engineers are 
highly skilled, creative 
professionals who 

design the strength and 
stability of buildings and 
bridges. The Institution of 
Structural Engineers (ISE) 
leads and supports the 
development of structural 
engineering worldwide, in 
order to secure a safe and 
resilient built environment 
for all. As world’s largest 
membership organisation 
dedicated to structural 
engineering, with over 
28,000 members in 105 
countries, the institution 
provides fantastic support to 
its members, including the 
award evenings which reward 
the marvellous contributions 
to skylines across the globe 
made by their members.

The ISE Northern Ireland 
Regional Group held its 
Annual Dinner on October 
11 at Riddel Hall, Queen’s 
University Belfast. The dinner 
is a valuable opportunity to 
bring members together 
from all over the country, 
to celebrate both individual 
and industry successes. 
Speeches were made by 
Northern Ireland Regional 
Group Chairperson, Paul 
Taylor; Institution President, 
Joe Kindregan; and, from the 
NI Young Members’ Group, 
Eoghan McManus and all 
highlighting the current 
work and future plans for 
the institution. The audience 
were also entertained by 
some stand-up comedy 
following the dinner, by 
local comedian Shane Todd. 

FOR OVER 50 YEARS, THE STRUCTURAL AWARDS HAVE SHOWCASED THE WORLD’S MOST 
CUTTING-EDGE ENGINEERING ACHIEVEMENTS. PAST WINNERS HAVE INCLUDED ICONIC 
STRUCTURES SUCH AS THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE, THE POMPIDOU CENTRE AND THE 
SEVERN BRIDGE…

ISE ANNUAL DINNER

The Institution of Structural Engineers 
Annual Awards Dinner

The chosen charity for the 
event was the Cancer Fund 
for Children, which aims 
to empower, connect and 
strengthen affected families, 
so they feel equipped to 
deal with whatever the 
future may hold.  Following 
a presentation by Phil 
Alexander, CEO for the 
charity, it was revealed that 
the ISE raised an incredible 
£1,890.50.
Some winners of the 2019 
NI Structural Awards were 
named, including Design 
ID, OCSC, Hanna and 
Hutchinson and Arcen, 
as well as some of the 
industry’s leading students. 
There were 21 entries for 
the Project Awards in total, 
with judges reviewing entries 
against the following criteria: 

NI Regional Group 
Chairperson, Paul Taylor.

Paul Taylor presenting a cheque to the 
chosen charity for the event, the Cancer 
Fund for Children.
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ISE ANNUAL DINNER

creativity and innovation, 
elegance and detailing, 
sustainability, value and 
ease of constructability. 
The winning projects 
were divided into four 
categories:
In the ‘Small’ category, the 
winner was Ballynameen 
Bridge Repair by Design ID. 
In the ‘Medium’ category, 
the winner was the CDE 
Offices, HQ 2020 by Arcen.
In the ‘Large’ category, 
the winner was the Grand 
Central Hotel, Belfast by 

•	 Joining regional 
groups – find the 
Northern Irish group 
on Facebook @IStructE 
NI Regional Group for 
the latest updates and 
events.

•	 Joining Young 
Member groups – 
tailored exclusively for 
students to engage 
and learn with other 
professionals in the 
early stages of their 
careers.

•	 Join one of their 
panels – volunteer your 
time to offer expertise 
on particular technical 
topics and activities; 
through publication 
contribution, judging 
the next awards, 
developing exams, 
offering guidance for 
industry development 
and more.

Hanna and Hutchinson. 
In the ‘Outside NI’ 
category, the winner was 
Lombard Road, Battersea, 
by O’Connor Sutton 
Cronin. 
Several awards and prizes 
were also handed out on 
the night. Zoe Russell was 
the winner of the Student 
Award and James Walsh 
won both the Graduate 
Award and the Dr John Hill 
Cup in the annual Papers 
Competition. Student 
prizes were also awarded, 

won by Greg Shevlin, David 
Calvert and Ruairi McAleer. 
The ISE congratulated all 
involved with the event, 
“This year’s entries perfectly 
underlined the creativity 
of structural engineers and 
their ability to harness digital 
tools to design structurally 
efficient buildings.” With 
such a successful event 
bookending the year, the 
next decade looks bright for 
the ISE! 
T: +44 (0)20 7235 4535
www.istructe.org

Getting 
Involved

Medium category, the winner was CDE Offices, HQ 2020 by Arcen.

Outside NI category, the winner was Lombard Road, Battersea, 
by O’Connor Sutton Cronin.

Large category, the winner was Grand Central Hotel, 
Belfast by Hanna and Hutchinson.

Small category, the winner was Ballynameen 
Bridge by Design ID.



Topics Date Location

Advanced Digital Marketing &  Wednesday, 15 January 2020 Cookstown

Social Media Workshop

Emerging Technologies in Construction Wednesday, 22 January 2020 Belfast

Tendering in the Public Sector Wednesday, 19 February 2020 Crumlin

Construction Market Workshop

Legislative Changes Awareness Wednesday, 26 February 2020 Derry/Londonderry

Training

Cyber Security and GDPR Wednesday, 11 March 2020 Newry

Awareness Training

Introductory Digital Marketing &  Wednesday, 1 April 2020 Enniskillen

Social Media Workshop

Emerging Technologies in Construction Wednesday, 22 April 2020 Omagh

Advanced Tendering in the Public  Wednesday, 20 May 2020  Belfast

Sector Construction Workshop

BIM for small Construction Wednesday, 3 June 2020 Craigavon

Businesses – Get Ready!

Advanced Digital Marketing &  Wednesday, 17 June 2020 Bangor

Social Media Workshop

For more information on each workshop and to book a place log on to www.citbni.org.uk/events

CITB NI Business Improvement Events 2020
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Sector Construction Workshop

BIM for small Construction Wednesday, 3 June 2020 Craigavon
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CITB NI, Nutts Corner Training Centre, 17 Dundrod Road, 
Crumlin, County Antrim, BT29 4SR. Tel: +44 (0)28 9082 5466 - E: info@citbni.org.uk
www.citbni.org.uk

Technologies and BIM. The seminars 
are held in local towns and cities across 
Northern Ireland for ease of access, 
and employers also get the chance to 
hear the latest information on CITB NI 
training initiatives, grants and funding. 
Led by industry experts, the Business 
Improvement Seminars are both 
informal and easy to book, and CITB 
NI encourages employers to attend to 
help develop their skills which will, in 
turn, help develop their businesses.

CITB NI also promotes construction 
to younger generations, to help 
them consider construction as a 
career option for the future. Through 
careers fairs, exhibitions and a team 
of construction ambassadors, they 
provide information on the vast range 
of careers available within the industry.

With more effective 
training, employees and 
subcontractors can stay 

motivated, work more safely and 
faster whilst making fewer mistakes. 
Not only does additional training 
prove to clients that your workers 
are competent professionals but with 
more clients and contractors insisting 
on a fully qualified workforce, it is 
becoming essential to get on site 
at all. CITB NI is focused on driving 
investment in the skills and training 
that a growing construction sector 
requires, working with contractors 
and professional trade bodies to 
support training initiatives and skills 
development for the overall benefit of 
the industry.

TRAINING GRANTS
The long-established training grant 
scheme is very popular and CITB 
NI offers direct grants to registered 
employers to support a wide range 
of training and qualifications for 
employees working in Northern 
Ireland.
Barry Neilson, CITB NI Chief 
Executive said, “We encourage CITB 
NI registered employers to undertake 
training and make use of our grant 
scheme to help improve skills within 
the workforce. The training is not 
limited to just the construction 
trades, it also includes administration, 
supervision and management 
training. The training grant funds 
are easy to claim, with employers 
encouraged to claim online via our 
website.”

TRAINING PROGRAMMES
CITB NI is currently working in 
partnership with Inspire Workplaces to 
offer a range of construction-sector- 
focused, awareness-raising courses 
including mental health awareness, 
first aid and bereavement and 
addiction support. CITB NI supports 
other training which is delivered via 
their mobile training unit; scaffolding 
courses, VET 360 virtual environment 
training and specialist short courses 
delivered in partnership with industry.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT EVENTS
CITB NI’s business improvement 
seminars and workshops help local 
construction employers develop skills 
in key business areas. Topics include 
Digital Marketing & Social Media, 
GDPR, Legislative Changes, Emerging 

TRAINING

CITB NI training initiatives benefit 
construction industry 

THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TRAINING BOARD NORTHERN IRELAND (CITB NI) 
OFFERS TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES TO PROFESSIONALS ACROSS 
CONSTRUCTION SECTORS...

Proper training and support is always important, but especially so in the construction sector
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At Hadley Steel Framing, we 
offer a number of high-end SFS 
solutions. Our load bearing, 

stick built, standalone structures can be 
erected on site from cut lengths of cold 
rolled sections. The system is suitable 
for bespoke structures up to three 
stories high, allows for a quick build 
and provides weather tight protection. 
Furthermore, the economical design 
process enables clients to only use 
what they need, reducing material 
wastage and overall costs. 
Hadley Group’s in-house team offer 
a complete in-house solution from 
concept stage through to onsite 
completion. Steel components can 
be pre-assembled or fabricated into 
modules, either in the factory, or at 
the site. As a result, structures can be 
installed in just 30 minutes. Installations 

are faster and 
more reliable, as 
the controlled 
offsite environment 
ensures consistency. 
A load bearing 
Hadley Steel 
Framing solution 
has the ability to 
create a structure 
up to 12 stories 
high, in a fast, 
precise and safe environment, with full 
support at every step.
Working with an industry expert, 
like Hadley Steel Framing, who 
manufactures its SFS solutions at 
its state-of-the-art facility, gives 
contractors extra flexibility. Whether 
it’s an offsite or on-site approach, 
Hadley Steel Framing can co-ordinate 

panel deliveries to suit the relevant 
build sequence, helping to ensure a 
seamless construction process. The full 
turnkey approach is simplifying SFS 
specification and giving contractors 
full control of the processes needed to 
deliver a complete structure from start 
to finish. 
www.hadleysteelframing.com

STEEL FRAME SECTIONS FROM HADLEY STEEL FRAMING OFFER STRONG, VERSATILE AND 
ENTIRELY RECYCLABLE, HIGH-STRENGTH STEEL SOLUTIONS ON-SITE...

Offering Support with Hadley Steel Framing
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STUNNING RESTORATION MERGING THE OLD WITH THE NEW... g

St Mary’s Church, Lavey
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complex job of a tandem crane lift 
to put it in place.”
The spire also had a knock-on 
effect. “Installation of the spire 
meant we couldn’t get the roof 
weather-tight. Normally you start 
at point A and work to point B, 
but on this occasion we had to 
work from both ends towards the 
centre. Even the scaffolding was 
an engineering accomplishment as 
it had to cantilever in.”
Fortunately, Dessie Brennan was 
at hand, a Site Manager with more 
than three decades of experience. 
“Dessie’s forte is restoration work 
and his engagement with the 
church’s building committee, the 
architect, and the sub-contractors 
was crucial. There is no substitute 
for experience, and his timely 
and knowledgeable interventions 

Not ‘out with the old and 
in with the new’, but 
merging the best of both 

worlds. Under the stewardship 
of main contractor Woodvale 
Construction, modern machinery 
and building practices were paired 
with time-honoured skills in stone, 
slate, stained glass, and wood 
to create a stunning restoration 
of Lavey’s landmark St Mary’s 
Church.
Restoration began on May 
18, 2018, and it soon became 
apparent to the Woodvale team, 
headed by Project Manager Paul 
Devine and Site Manager Dessie 
Brennan, that this project would 
be challenging and rewarding 
in equal measure. First on the 
agenda was a solution to the main 
road’s close proximity and a single 

access point. “It’s not often you 
have your site office, parking etc 
separated from the worksite itself, 
so we initially had to put together 
a pedestrian action plan to ensure 
the safety of workers and public,” 
Paul explained.
It was the first of long list of 
logistical issues, with St Mary’s 
spire perhaps the most daunting. 
“To erect a 16-metre spire in 
the middle of an existing roof is 
quite an engineering feat,” added 
Paul. “The spire was a project 
in its own right. There was the 
survey, drawings to get agreed, 
then transporting the long steel 
fabrication skeleton on the back 
of a lorry to the lead-works. The 
problem was then getting it out 
again because of the weight 
(in excess of six tons) and the 

AUTHENTICITY AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL - THE HALLMARKS OF 
WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION...

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“Factoring in time risk and contingency is particularly 
important in restoration projects like this.”
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The result of Dessie and his 
team’s efforts, plus a little [Paul] 
Devine intervention, is a quite 
stunning restoration. Tardis-
like, St Mary’s beautiful yet 
relatively modest exterior now 
gives way to a cathedral-like 
interior, completely transformed 
with seemingly endless shards 
of natural light illuminating 
sandstone and oak. It really is 
sight to behold.

affected for the better many areas 
of the project.”
A recurring theme was 
authenticity. Procurement by 
Woodvale was the responsibility 
of Quantity Surveyor Declan 
McCann. “All the materials 
sourced had to be sympathetic to 
the original design and character 
of the church. To that end 
samples of the materials that were 
eventually installed on the build 
were meticulously sourced for 
approval by the church committee 
and project architect. The result 
is reflected by the excellent 
standard of finishes throughout 
the project.”
Sourced from different locations, 
the roof slates were individually 
graded and coloured to prevent 
any discrepancy; the Stations 
of the Cross was lovingly hand-
painted; and the striking centre-
piece altar was up-cycled from a 
convent in Omagh, taken apart 
piece-by-piece, labelled (some 
parts as small as match boxes) and 

reassembled on site. 
The stonework too, was a story 
in itself, with the external granite 
shipped from China. Closer to 
home, the basalt proved more 
problematic. “Something that 
didn’t enter the equation during 
the planning stage was that local 
quarries now won’t work with 
basalt because it’s too hard to 
cut. It had to be sourced, then 
taken to another yard to be cut 
and dressed which was very time 
consuming.”
The painstaking and precise 
nature of much of the work 
was further illustrated by the 
new stained glasswork. Both 
traditional and contemporary, 
the process started in November 
with meetings and artistic drafts. 
Materials were then purchased, 
the glass fired and put together, 
then another round of approval 
meetings. Some of the glass was 
then returned to the furnace 
to alter colour shades - the 
procedure taking fully six months.

Woodvale Construction, 59 Crevenagh Road, Omagh, County Tyrone BT79 0EX
T: +44 (0)28 8224 2622 - E: info@woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
www.woodvaleconstruction.co.uk

Client: St Mary’s Church, Lavey

Main Contractor: Woodvale 
Construction Company

Architects: Mullarkey 
Pedersen Architects

Project Manager: Paul Devine

Mechanical Contractor: 
McCorley Mechanical

Electrical Contractor: 
HM Electrics

PROJECT TEAM...
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committee. The artwork is then 
rendered on a 1:1, life-size 
scale. This gives Alpha and the 
client an opportunity to view the 
artwork at actual size and make 
final adjustments, as well as 
acting as their working drawing 
to cut and lead glass pieces. 
The cutting, painting and firing 
of glass began in February, the 
windows were finally assembled 
through August and installed in 
September. 
The three stained glass windows 
in St Mary’s sanctuary are 
an awesome sight. Seven 
meters tall, the middle window 
comprises of 5 separate 

The brief was 
straightforward, to provide 
the congregation of the 

church with an altar window 
that celebrates Our Lady of 
Mercy and the child Christ, 
giving a worthy backdrop for 
the celebration of mass. The 
difficulty, however, was the 
scale (7m) and the format of 
the three altar windows. Taking 
up the challenge of this blank 
canvas, Derry-based studio 
Alpha Stained Glass, drew on 
their extensive experience and 
expertise to create a bespoke 
set of art-works in stained glass. 
Established in 1986 by the late 

Joe Coyle, literally Alpha’s 
founding father who trained and 
inspired much of the workforce 
that continues to carry on this 
centuries old traditional craft. 
Alpha is essentially a family-
run business, with a workforce 
of eight people, skilled in all 
aspects of stained glass.
Some aspects of the process 
have been digitised, but 
overall, the production of 
stained glass windows has not 
changed for hundreds of years. 
That process is meticulous. It 
starts with the development of 
artworks in consultation with the 
architectural team and church 

ALPHA MAKE A ‘STATEMENT’ WITH STRIKING STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
AT ST MARY’S...

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

“There is a great feeling of pride standing back 
and looking up at the stained glass.”
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door screens, repair of some and 
resurfacing of all clear diamonds 
on the windows in the nave, this 
was a challenging, but ultimately 
rewarding project for Alpha.
From the initial consultation 
to the selection of the hand-
made glass, through the design, 
crafting and installation of 
the windows, this has been a 
process of collaboration and 
trust between Alpha, the client 
and the contractor and architect. 
There is a great feeling of pride 
standing back and looking up 
at the stained glass, knowing it 
will be viewed, be a talking point 
and be a part of the history of St. 
Mary’s for many generations to 
come.
Alpha would like to wish Fr. 
Graham and the parishioners of 
Lavey the very best for the future 
in their beautiful church. 

sections. These took three days 
to install and a further two to 
weather-proof with a storm-
glazing system developed 
by Alpha over ten years and 
approved under the Heritage 
Council of Ireland’s ‘Caring 
for Stained Glass’ guidelines. 
The installation process is the 
culmination of the years’ work; 
three days of meticulous fitting 
to ensure durability for the next 
hundred years. 
For one of the Alpha team during 
installation, it was like looking 
in a mirror, as he was one of 
the local people who modelled 
for the figures in the window. 
As well as these figures, Alpha 
thought it was important to 
make connections with the local 
landscape. For example, the 
inclusion of the colliery winch 
indicates the Parish’s connection 

to Newcastle via emigration; 
tying local narrative with the 
larger spiritual narrative depicted 
in the windows. 
A second commissioned 
painted glass window resides 
in the sacristy at the rear of the 
church, facing the traditional 
altar window. Fr. Graham 
and the church committee 
were very receptive to a more 
contemporary approach for 
this design brief which uses 
acid etching and enamelling 
techniques on mouth-blown, 
flashed glass. The first time Fr. 
Graham saw it he really loved 
it and the reception for this too 
has been very positive from 
all. With stained glass dormer 
windows and leaded diamond 
windows with brass openers in 
the new extension, plus stained 
glass side-lights, entrance-way 

T: 028 7126 6371/07787 411443
E: contact@aplhastainedglass.com
www.alphastainedglass.com
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Stonework, woodwork, 
glazing - the results of the 
restoration and renovation 

work to St Mary’s Church in 
Lavey is there for all to see. 
Other aspects of the project, 
like the heating and domestic 
services system installed by 
McCorley Mechnical & Electrical, 
may not be as noticeable to 
the naked eye, but are equally 
impressive.
“The first part of the job 
involved disconnecting and 
removing the existing heating 
system,” explained John 
McCorley. “Once we had got 

rid of the old it was time to 
install the new system agreed 
with the architect from Mullarkey 
Pedersen and the church 
committee.”
Well, they do say two is better 
than one. “We put in place a 
new pressurized LTHW (Low 
Temperature Hot Water) system, 
with two boilers employed 
because of the size of the 
building. In addition to this being 
an energy efficient system, it 
also dramatically reduces carbon 
emissions. We also installed an 
underground LPG tank at the 
rear of the church grounds.”

There are now 22 new radiators 
in St Mary’s, with routing of 
the pipes to this network of 
radiators and underfloor heating 
no easy task. “With the floor 
only being 75mm, one of the 
biggest challenges was to get 
the pipes through without 
puncturing the membrane.” 
McCorley Mechanical & 
Electrical has a full order book 
in place for 2020, and such is 
the growth of the electrical side 
of the business that they have 
just appointed a new Electrical 
Contracts Manager. “I think 
perhaps we were viewed as a 
company that only dealt with the 
maintenance side, but we can 
offer the full range of electrical 
requirements for any size of 
project.” 

MCCORLEY MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL ENSURE ST MARY’S CHURCH IS A 
HOT PROPERTY…

HEATING SYSTEM AND DOMESTIC SERVICES

McCorley Mechanical & Electrical , 53 Carlane Road,  
Toomebridge, Antrim BT41 3PA, T: +44 (0)28 7965 0823

E: john@mccorley.me

“With the floor only being 75mm, one of the 
biggest challenges was to get the pipes through 
without puncturing the membrane.”
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With a company 
motto that states: 
‘Protecting Our 

Heritage’, and a highly 
impressive portfolio of work 
including landmarks like Belfast’s 
Grand Opera House, Bangor 
Castle, and the Lanyon Building 
at Queen’s University, Clarke 
Restoration was the natural 
choice for all things stone-
related at the St Mary’s Church 
project in Lavey.
With the gothic revival church 
stripped back to the bare 
bones, this was another 
opportunity for the ISO-certified 
County Fermanagh firm to 
showcase their full repertoire of 
stonemasonry skills. “We were 
involved in all the stonework 
at St Mary’s over a 12-month 
period,” said Paul Clarke. 

“From picking the beautiful 
black basalt at Bradley’s 
Quarry in Kilrea to building the 
grand new entrance; the walls, 
doorways, pillars, windows, and 
all the pointing; this was a really 
rewarding project for Clarke 
Restoration to be involved with 
alongside the main contractor 
Woodvale.”
In addition to the restorative 
element of the project, there 
was also the need to ensure 
that new was compatible with 
old. “An important aspect of 
the stonework was in relation to 
the new extension, specifically 
making sure it matched the 
original parts of the building. 
Also, we managed to restore the 
existing stone without causing 
damage.”
To that end, Clarke Restoration’s 

fully-trained and accredited 
operatives employed the 
steam-based Doff system. 
Incorrect techniques like power 
washing ca n damage historic 
buildings, but this temperature 
and pressure-adjustable super-
heated steam system (150 
degrees Celsius at the nozzle) 
can harmlessly remove paint 
and biological matter such as 
algae, fungi, and moss. Even 
better, it also sales off spores 
and therefore the need for a 
chemical biocide.
St Mary’s Church, Lavey, 
can now be added to recent 
projects like the Grade A listed 
Ulster Hall, and Carrickfergus 
Castle’s 12th century Great 
Tower (‘The Keep’) - local 
heritage safeguarded by Clarke 
Restoration.

CLARKE RESTORATION CONTINUES TO GIVE THE PAST A FUTURE... 

STONEWORK

Clarke Restoration, 154 Eshnadarragh Road, Lannaght, Roslea, BT92 7LB
T: +44 (0)28 6775 1966 - E: info@clarkerestoration.co.uk
www.clarkerestoration.co.uk
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Founded in 1972 and 
established as a limited 
company by Hugh McAlary 

five years later, H.M. Electrics 
Ltd worked hand in hand with 
main contractor Woodvale 
Construction Ltd over the last 18 
months to transform this Lavey 
landmark. 
Calling on decades of experience, 
allied to an innovative 
approach to problem solving 
and installation, the family-run 
Maghera business delivered an 
accomplished and comprehensive 
electrical package.
Part of the company’s website 
mission statement says: “H.M. 
Electrics Ltd believes that 
completing and delivering a 
project requires a combination of 
trusted procedures - tailored and 

developed over time in today’s 
competitive market.” Never was 
that more relevant than in Lavey.
Starting with a strip back to 
the building’s shell, Operations 
Director Declan McAlary and his 
crew created bespoke solutions 
to meet the needs of client and 
contractor. The result is a state-
of-the-art electrical package 
that includes external lighting, 
external and internal power 
supplies, new mains switchgear 
and containment, unobtrusive 
internal general and emergency 
lighting facilities and controls, 
and lightning protection to the 
building and its services. Forward 
planning was also required 
so ground level works could 
continue in tandem with what 
was a cathedral height fit-out. 

In addition, H.M. Electrics 
Ltd installed data cabling and 
communications, public address 
(both internal and external), 
CCTV, Video web, and Angelus 
Bell systems. Safety and security 
have also been prioritized with a 
back-up generator and the latest 
intruder and fire alarm systems. 
“We pride ourselves in our 
workmanship, attention to 
detail, and our relationship 
with the local community,” said 
Declan. “Working on a project 
like St Mary’s Church, an historic 
Grade B listed building that’s 
so close to home, has been very 
special. It means a lot to H.M. 
Electrics to have played a part 
in facilitating its continuation 
as a major part of the local 
community.”

THE ST MARY’S CHURCH RESTORATION PROJECT IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF 
WHY H.M. ELECTRICS LTD HAS BECOME A MARKET LEADER IN THE LOCAL 
ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY...

ELECTRICAL WORKS

HM Electrics Ltd, 95 Glen Rd, Maghera, BT46 5JG
T: +44 (0)28 7964 2112 - E: estimating@hmelectrics.com
www.hmelectrics.com
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T: +44 (0)28 3752 1060
E: design@armatile.com
www.armatile.com

solutions that exceeded client 
expectations. The Project Team 
worked with the client on initial 
designs, colours and materials 
before sourcing and installing 
high quality ‘Crema Marfil’ 
marble for the sanctuary and 
fully vitrified porcelain tiles for 
the nave. Its Manufacturing 
Team created complementary 
borders, two decorative 
centre panels for the aisles 
and also waterjet-cut a large 
circular feature to highlight the 
baptismal font and entrance 
pathway area. With the church 
set to reopen this December, 
there is no doubt the exquisite 
tiling will be admired by all 
visitors for years to come.  

Building upon their excellent 
reputation for working on 
heritage projects, Armatile 

was chosen by St Mary’s Church 
in Lavey to supply bespoke tiles 
and other decorative features. 
With a sympathetic approach to 
ecclesiastical restoration, the team 
expertly interpreted the project’s 
design needs for flooring, mosaic 
and feature tiles, translating the 
client’s creative vision into reality; 
preserving the integrity and 
beauty of the historic building. 
Armatile worked closely with all 
project stakeholders, including 
architect, Mullarkey Pederson, 
builder, Woodvale Construction 
and church committee members 
to deliver tailored surface 

ARMATILE SUPPLIED AND MANUFACTURED TILES 
SPECIFICALLY TAILORED TO CLIENT NEEDS…

TILING SOLUTIONS

T: +44 (0)7 8089 02777
E: s.grimes@btinternet.com
www.leadcraftbuildingproducts.co.uk

the code 6 lead to the eight sides 
of the fletch began,” explained 
Leadcraft’s Sean Grimes.
Based in Beragh, Leadcraft 
adhered to the detailed fletch 
plan, in addition to lead work 
around the church’s roof and 
windows. Sean was also on hand 
for the fitting of the fletch, which 
weighed in at close to seven 
tons.
“We were on site for the 
reinstallation, with two cranes 
being required to set it in place. 
Virtually all the work was as per 
the original architect’s plan, with 
the only minor change being the 
late decision to glaze the base to 
protect against the elements.”

That experience helped the 
County Tyrone company 
plot a path through the 

multitude of different lead 
products on the market to deliver 
the ideal solution for the spire 
at St Mary’s. “The frame was 
delivered to our yard and the 
painstaking 12-week process of 
cutting, folding and welding of 

LEADCRAFT BUILDING PRODUCTS HAS BEEN 
LEADING THE WAY IN ARCHITECTURAL LEAD FOR 
MANY YEARS…

LEAD WORK ON FLETCH, ROOF, AND WINDOWS 
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T: +44 (0)28 9083 8330
E: martin.brown@pfcrainwater.com
www.pfcrainwater.com

aluminium moulded Ogee 
rainwater goods to match the 
required capacity, and also to 
sympathetically enhance the 
aesthetic appearance of this 
lovely old building.” 
Working with Woodvale 
Construction’s Site Manager, 
Des Brennan, PFC Rainwater 
Systems Ltd then measured, 
manufactured, and supplied 
the custom-built Aluminium 
Polyester Powder Coated 
Rainwater System. “We are 
delighted to have worked with 
Mullarkey Pedersen Architects 
and Woodvale Construction 
Ltd on such an interesting and 
rewarding project,” added 
Martin.

The company’s main market 
is Ireland, but such is their 
reputation that when 

requested, they have travelled 
to mainland UK to advise on and 
supply heritage projects. “We 
were delighted to be approached 
by architects Mullarkey Pedersen 
and main contractor Woodvale 
Construction Ltd to supply 
bespoke aluminium rainwater 
goods to the beautiful 1870’s 
black stone Gothic revival St 
Mary’s Church in Lavey,” said 
PFC Rainwater Systems’ Martin 
Brown.”
PFC Rainwater Systems carried 
out Rainflow calculations for 
the church. “We recommended 
the size and style of bespoke 

PFC RAINWATER SYSTEMS LTD SPECIALISE IN SUPPLYING HERITAGE PROJECTS 
WITH SUITABLE CAST IRON AND ALUMINIUM RAINWATER GOODS…

CAST IRON & ALUMINIUM RAINWATER GOODS

T: +44 (0)7 7423 79369

Chapel, but the ceiling work 
at St Mary’s still provided a 
considerable challenge. “There 
was a lot of detailed work 
throughout, but the ceiling was 
probably the most difficult part 
of the entire job.”
The stonework was also 
specialised, with Barr Bros 
utilising Keim mineral paint 

- recommended for historic 
and listed buildings due to 
its restorative qualities and 
durability.
“It’s been a long and rewarding 
job,” added Stephen. “We’re 
now up for the next challenge, so 
don’t hesitate to get in touch.”

For the past year, the 
Strabane company’s crack 
CRS Card-carrying team 

has brought its talent to bear on 
painting at the St Mary’s Church 
renovation project. 
“The job involved washing 
down, graining, under-coating, 
long hours of scaffolding and 
preparation before the actual 
painting process,” explained 
Stephen Barr. 
It may not quite rival the Sistine 

HAVING ENJOYED A 
12-YEAR WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH WOODVALE 
CONSTRUCTION, BARR 
BROS PAINTING LTD 
WAS THE PERFECT 
CHOICE.…

PAINTING AND DECORATING
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T: 00353 7497 35061
E: info@mcmonaglestone.com
www.mcmonaglestone.com

From the stunning entrance 
door surround to the Silver 
Granite paving, kerbing, and 
steps - the St Mary’s Church 
project is the latest to benefit 
from McMonagle Stone’s 
unrivalled expertise.
“Restoration projects like St 
Mary’s Church are close to 
McMonagle Stone’s heart,” 
said Dan McMonagle. “As 
part of a project team, it’s 
rewarding to not only play a 
part in returning these historic 
buildings to their former 
glory, but also ensuring the 
building is preserved for future 
generations to enjoy.”

Working hand-in-hand 
with the main project 
team, the company 

utilised expertise   gained 
on prestigious restoration 
projects like the 16th century 
Lough Eske Castle, leaving no 
stone unturned (naturally!) to 
seamlessly match the original 
stonework.
McMonagle’s talented in-house 
design team played a vital role, 
carefully sourcing sandstone 
materials that were cut and 
profiled to colour match, then 
crafted into the eye-catching 
external architectural surrounds, 
internal arches and columns.

MCMONAGLE STONE WAS DELIGHTED TO BE 
SELECTED AS THE NATURAL STONE SUPPLIER 
FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH, LAVEY...

NATURAL STONE AND LANDSCAPING

T: +44 (0)28 4176 3717
www.smcconnellandsons.com

at the bottom 
of the reredos - 
both designed 
and installed 
to compliment 
the original 
design. 
“We also 
manufactured 
and supplied 
the new main 
altar, aside from a decorative front 
panel - the church committee 
recovered this from another 
altar. The two side altars had 
been taken down by others. We 
collected these from the site, 
returned them to our workshop to 
be dry built (a 3-D jigsaw puzzle) 
to ascertain what work needed to 

The altar is one of the most 
eye-catching features in any 
church, and St Mary’s, Lavey 

is no exception. S. McConnell & 
Sons undertook a meticulous altar 
restoration and renovation, liaising 
closely with the church committee 
on every step of the journey.
“The upper decorative section 
of the reredos [the ornamental 
screen covering the back] was 
removed from a convent in 
Omagh and re-erected in Lavey,” 
explained Contracts Manager, 
Paul Morris. “It was taken down 
piece-by-piece, numbered, 
photographed and recorded.”
Part of the upper section was not 
used at the client’s request, and 
there was a new section inserted 

S. MCCONNELL & SONS LTD EMPLOY AWARD-WINNING SKILLS ON 
STUNNING ALTAR AND REREDOS RESTORATION…

ALTAR REFURBISHMENT

be done. This was again agreed 
with the client and both units 
were rebuilt in the church.”
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The new development scheme by 
the University of York forms a key 
part of their ambitious ‘Campus 

Masterplan’ – a framework for how it will 
develop its campus of the future. 
Construction for the project, which has 
been designed by architects Sheppard 
Robson, will be completed for the 2022 
academic year. The design embraces 
modern methods of construction, 
bringing enhanced quality and confident 
delivery. Elements include pre-
fabricated sandwich panels, integrating 
external brick finish, insultation, 
windows, first fix services and finished 
internal walls. The scheme will act as 
a stimulus for the University of York’s 
student recruitment strategy, while 
meeting the accommodation demands 
of an expanding global student body. 
The new facilities will offer students 

an exceptional 
level of quality 
accommodation that 
will undoubtedly 
help the University 
and the City of 
York continue to 
reduce reliance 
on city centre 
accommodation and 
housing. The designs 
are exciting, sustainable and will help 
transform the student experience at 
the University. 
Neil McFarlane, Strategic Projects 
Director at GRAHAM said, “This is an 
exciting step forward for the University 
of York’s ambitious plans to deliver a 
new kind of campus for its academic 
community. We have considerable 
experience of working in the higher 

education sector and we will draw on 
this knowledge to deliver high-quality 
accommodation for the student body. 
We’re proud to be associated with 
such a talented project team who are 
as excited as we are to get started and 
bring the university’s vision to life.”
T: +44 (0)28 9268 9500
E: info@graham.co.uk
www.graham.co.uk

PROUDLY DELIVERING LASTING IMPACT SINCE 1778, GRAHAM HAVE RECENTLY REACHED 
FINANCIAL CLOSE ON THE £130M UNIVERSITY OF YORK ACCOMMODATION PROJECT… 

GRAHAM to transform university experience

Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd spearheaded 
the construction of the new £35m 
Southern Regional College Armagh 

Campus, which will facilitate students 
and staff in a brand-new, state-of-the-art 
complex. This project was awarded runner 
up in the category for “UK BIM Project 
of the Year” and won “UK Collaboration 
Project of the Year” at the Construction 
Computing Awards 2019. As a project 
mandating BIM Level 2, the team had 
to innovate, changing processes and 
workflows to comply with this relatively 
new way of working. The award is a 
testament to the fantastic teamwork on the 
project and how well the team adapted to 
the many changes, when compared with 
traditional construction and as a result the 
project is reaping the benefits.
Rori Millar, Head of Digital Construction 

at Felix O’Hare & Co, said, “Our project 
management team, site team, sub-
contractors and client have embraced a 
new way of working where innovation is 
paramount. We have used Dalux to capture 
and manage all project information such as 
drawings, documents, models and general 
issues on site. It has been a fantastic tool 
that has allowed true collaboration between 
all project stakeholders and this award 
demonstrates this.”  
Members of their digital construction 
department, Rori Millar and William Adams, 
attended the ceremony on behalf of the 
team and accepted the award along with 
Dalux representatives Michael Romero-Sanz 
and Laura Knights.
T: +44 (028) 3026 1134
E: admin@felixohare.co.uk
www.felixohare.co.uk

Praise for Felix O’Hare & Co

LOCAL NEWRY BASED CONTRACTOR FELIX O’HARE & CO LTD RECEIVED TWO AWARDS 
AT UK WIDE CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE IN CONSTRUCTION AND COMPUTING AT 
THE GRAND CONNAUGHT ROOMS IN LONDON…

From left, Michael Romero-Sans, Laura Knights, 
Rori Millar and William Adams with their “UK 
Collaboration Project of the Year” award. The SRC 
Armagh Campus Project is due for completion 
early 2020. 
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The 24th annual Fire Safety 
Conference, organised by the 
Northern Ireland Fire Safety 

Liaison Panel, will take place on 
February 6-7. The theme of this year’s 
conference is ‘Promoting Fire Safety’ 
and will include speakers drawn from 
various disciplines in the field of 
fire safety. The overall aims for the 
conference every year are to promote 
and share fire safety knowledge 
across a wide array of professionals 
in the industry and to uphold the 
safety of members of the public. The 
conference will include discussion 
from fire safety professionals, 
fire brigade members, product 
manufacturers and suppliers, trade 
bodies, research establishments and 
fire investigators. The conference will 
focus on current issues across a range 
of building types and occupancy 
profiles. The presentations will include 
a number of case studies, ensuring 
the event will be interactive, and will 
involve audience participation and 
opportunities for questions. Overall, 
it equates to 10 hours of Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD). This 
year’s topics will examine: 
 
•  Building Fire Safety – Practical   
 Advice
•  International Fire Safety Standards
•  Building a Safer Future
•  Fire Testing and Reviewing Large  
 Scale Testing
•  Smoke Ventilation Systems 
•  Raising the Bar - Competence
•  Fire Engineering – Large Outdoor  
 Events 
•  Human Behaviour and Reducing   
 the Risk for Older People
•  Personal Evacuation Plans

Every year there are many fires on 
construction sites and in buildings 
undergoing refurbishment; people are 
injured or killed, property is destroyed, 
including irreplaceable heritage 
buildings and the industry suffers 
disruption and unexpected costs 
from which many never recover. The 
conference is an excellent opportunity 
for members of the construction 
industry to educate themselves on 
how they can protect themselves and 
others in their line of work.
Brian Cunningham, Chairman of the 
BCNI Fire Safety Panel, said, “We 
work hard, year on year, to ensure 
the conference focuses on the latest 

industry topics.  Each year, we strive 
to raise awareness of fire safety issues 
and standards, with the need for all 
to consider fire safety in everyday 
scenarios they may face.” “Just as 
importantly, the aim of the conference 
is to create awareness and debate 
that will help shape our industry and 
develop best practice.”
To book your place or for more 
information, see contact details 
below. Closing date for all bookings 
is Thursday, January 23, 2020.
T: +44 (0)28 6632 1807 
(Joanne Virtue)
E: firesafetypanel@gmail.com
www.buildingcontrol-ni.com

THE 24TH ANNUAL FIRE SAFETY CONFERENCE IS SET TO TAKE PLACE IN ARMAGH 
CITY HOTEL, FEBRUARY 2020...

EVENT

Fire Safety 
Conference 
2020

•  Full Delegate: £250 plus VAT = £300. This includes conference dinner,  
 overnight stay and use of hotel’s health and fitness club.
•  Student - 2 Day Residential Delegate: £100 inc VAT = £100. This includes 
 conference dinner, overnight stay and use of hotel’s health and fitness club.
•  2-Day Non-residential Delegate: £175 plus VAT = £210
•  Student - rate per day: £30 plus VAT = £36 
•  Day Delegate: £125 plus VAT = £150. Includes lunch
•  Conference dinner: £30 plus VAT = £36

CONFERENCE FEES...

“Each year, we strive to raise 
awareness of fire safety 

issues and standards, with 
the need for all to consider 

fire safety in everyday 
scenarios they may face.”
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Cathal O’Donnell, Regional 
Director for Brightwater 
in Northern Ireland says, 

“Notwithstanding the uncertainties 
stemming from the ongoing Brexit 
situation, the NI jobs market remains 
dynamic, particularly within the 
manufacturing and transport sectors 
with a few notable companies 
undergoing closures, restructuring 
and redundancies.  Ironically, despite 
overall contraction in jobs numbers, 
employers in manufacturing 
and some services, say they are 
experiencing a key skills shortage.”
  This year’s Salary Survey includes 
an overview by economist Maureen 
O’Reilly, who said, “Some 878,000 
people are in work, the highest rate 
on record (72%) and unemployment 
is at an all-time low of 2.5%. Private 
sector wage growth has picked up 
with an average increase of 3.4% 
over the year. There remain some 
key labour market challenges (lower 
labour market participation, higher 
reliance on public sector jobs) but 
the overall shape of the labour 
market in Northern Ireland at present 
is sound.”
 Increased levels of automation 
are fast becoming a major part 
of manufacturing in Northern 
Ireland leading to a high demand 
for automation engineers. Brexit 
uncertainty had an impact on 
recruitment in 2019 with fewer jobs 
on the market due to processes 
being streamlined to reduce costs. 
It is expected growth will remain 
slow in this sector until the latter 
part of 2020. Investment in staff 
training is big news in this sector, 
with upskilling courses and flexible 
working hours to the forefront of 
employee demands including greater 
annual leave requests.

THE SURVEY, BASED ON DATA TAKEN FROM APPROXIMATELY 1400 RESPONDENTS, 
HAS REVEALED THAT, DESPITE BREXIT TURBULENCE, THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE 
MOVEMENT ON JOBS IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

Brightwater releases its 2020 salary survey

Cathal O’Donnell, Regional 
Director for Brightwater in 
Northern Ireland.

• New demand for ‘customs 
specialists’, a niche role driven 
by Brexit planning

• Ongoing skills shortages driving 
high pay rises of up to 10%, 
within specific roles such as 
automation engineers and 
supply chain, warehouse and 
transport managers.

• Salary rises of between 3%-5% 
are expected in accountancy, 
finance, IT and most jobs in 
engineering and supply chain 
logistics.

• Recruitment freeze in 70% 
of supply chain and logistics 
businesses pending clarity 
around Brexit.

• Counter offers prevalent in 
legal as well as niche areas such 
as cyber security, QS and audit.

• Flexible working and remote 
working becoming an expected 
norm in many sectors.

SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS Cathal O’Donnell concluded, 
“There is no question that 
the employers winning ‘the 
war for talent’ are companies 
that are very much mindful of 
their employee experience 
and culturally supportive 
environment… Employee 
healthcare and pensions are now 
a very standard part of what’s 
expected along with flexible 
working the norm, rather than a 
unique selling point.”
“However, in the manufacturing 
and supply chain sectors, 
flexible working isn’t necessarily 
compatible with operational 
requirements and employers 
have to be cognisant of that 
fact and consider other options 
such as ‘wellness’ options and 
clear support for employees 
in charitable endeavours and 
educational requirements.”
T: +44 (0)28 9032 5325
www.brightwaterni.com
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CONCRETE AWARDSCONCRETE AWARDS

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2019

The 2019 - 2020 Concrete Society Northern Ireland 
Region Awards is kindly sponsored by:
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CONCRETE AWARDS

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2019NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2019

Each year, the Northern Irish 
division of the Concrete 
Society gathers together 

to reward the outstanding 
contributions made to the concrete 
industry by companies and 
individuals. The Society remarked 
on how high the standard of entries 
was this year, and the judges had 
a very tough time selecting the 
winners. As well as celebrating 
the nominees, the awards also 
unify members of the industry, 
encouraging mutual support and 
overall advancement of the trade. 
This year the event was held at the 
Europa Hotel in Belfast, hosted 
by Paul Clarke, MBE, of UTV 
Live. The sponsor of many of the 
awards was Lafarge Holcim Ltd, a 

Swiss multinational company that 
manufactures building materials 
and has a powerful presence in 
around 80 countries. The chosen 
charity partner for the evening was 
AWARE, a Northern Irish charity 
which delivers crucial mental health 
support services to communities, 
schools, colleges, universities and 
workplaces. The charity received a 
fantastic £2599.40 from donations 
made on the evening. The award 
is an excellent display of all the 
talent and passion for the concrete 
industry that exists within Northern 
Ireland. 
For more information on the 
Concrete Society, visit www.
concrete.org.uk and follow the 
link to the Northern Irish Region.

Concrete Society Awards 
applaud industry

THE FINEST CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CONCRETE 
INDUSTRY GATHER TOGETHER…

EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING PROCESSES 

Winner: McFarland Consulting Ltd for Hi 

Park Multi-storey Car Park

Highly Commended: Macrete Ireland Ltd 

for Odense Flexiarch Bridge, Denmark

EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING PROJECTS

NI

Winner: Amey Consulting Ltd for Colin 

Connect Transport Hub and Town Square

Highly Commended: Arcen and Creagh 

Concrete for New HQ Offices for CDE 

Global 

GB/IRE

Winner: Macrete Ireland Ltd for Tottenham 

Hotspur White Hart Lane

Highly Commended: Creagh Concrete for 

St Andrews Student Accommodation

CIVIL ENGINEERING PROJECTS

NI

Winner: Design ID Consulting for 

Ballynameen bridge repair and 

refurbishment

AWARDS LIST...

Dr Bryan Magee, Ulster University, Chair of Concrete 
Society NI and Dr Allistair Wilkinson, representing 

awards’ sponsors-Lafarge Holcim.
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Creagh Concrete Products Ltd, 38 Blackpark Road, Toomebridge, Co. Antrim, BT41 3SL
T: +44 (0)28 7965 0500 - E: info@creaghconcrete.com
www.creaghconcrete.co.uk

Creagh Concrete Ltd were 
highly commended for both 
Excellence in Building Project 

awards, for NI and GB/IRE. The 
NI award was for their role in the 
project to build new headquarter 
offices for CDE Global in Co. Tyrone, 
after the client identified a need 
for a striking building to represent 
their global prestige. The result is 
a 50,000 square foot, £10 million 
state-of-the-art building, with an 
exposed, two-storey concrete 
frame consisting of a curved, 6.5m 
cantilevers on the two main office 
legs at both first floor and roof levels. 
5,500 m³ of in-situ concrete solution 
was selected as the most suitable 
structural form to accommodate 
the cantilevers and curved facades. 

Board-faced formwork was used in the 
atrium area to create a textured finish 
to walkway bridges and the feature 
wall behind reception. The new office 
building was unveiled December 2018 
following an 18-month construction, 
completed within the budget and 
programme. Their second highly 
commended project was the one for 
their part in St Andrews University 
Accommodation build. For the 
illustrious institution, Creagh provided 
695 bespoke architectural cladding 
units comprising of innovative, glass 
fibre reinforced concrete with a white 
acid etched finish and some feature 
walls with etched lettering. Installation 
proved tricky as the Creagh team was 
one of the last on site, meaning there 
were numerous blind fixings, with 

no access to the back of the panel. 
Creagh devised a range of different 
solutions to provide fixing points for 
each panel, working backwards from 
the site assembly to the design process 
where all the bracketry, castings and 
shapes of the back of the panels were 
designed to be able to fix the panels 
on site. Creagh’s ‘can-do attitude’ led 
the team to its successful delivery of a 
robust building befitting the respected, 
historical university.  

Twin triumphs for Creagh

EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING 
PROJECTS NI AND GB/IRE

HIGHLY COMMENDED: CREAGH CONCRETE FOR
NEW HQ OFFICES FOR CDE GLOBAL AND
ST ANDREWS STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 

Creagh’s ‘can-do attitude’ 
led the team to its successful 
delivery of a robust building 
befitting the respected, 
historical university.  

The team from Creagh Concrete
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Amey Consulting Ltd was 
presented with the Excellence 
in Building Projects award for 

their Colin Connect Transport Hub and 
Town Square project, the first of its 
kind in Northern Ireland. The client, the 
Department for Infrastructure, sought 
a design to improve connectivity within 
the area to other parts of Belfast, as 
well as providing community facilities. 
The structure itself is a unique, in-
situ concrete-framed structure with 
complex geometry curving and rising 
in various directions, using innovative 
board-marked concrete internally. 
The total cost of the project fell 
below expectations at £2.7m and was 

completed after 13 months of careful 
collaboration between contractor, 
concrete works sub-contractor, 
formwork designer and Amey 
Consulting’s supervision team. The scale 
of their accomplishment manifests in the 
area’s public transport use increase of 
30%, a reduction in emissions, a sense of 
community ownership for the local area 
and of course the building itself, which is 
a triumph of Northern Irish craftmanship.

Unique project triumph for 
Amey Consulting

PROJECT TEAM
•	 Nominating company: Amey 

Consulting
•	 Client: Department for 

Infrastructure
•	 Contractor: Forrme
•  Architect: Hall McKnight
•  Concrete supplier: Northstone 

Ltd

EXCELLENCE IN 
BUILDING PROJECTS NI

WINNER: AMEY CONSULTING LTD FOR COLIN 
CONNECT TRANSPORT HUB AND TOWN SQUARE

Amey Consulting, Rushmere House Cadogan Park, Cadogan Park, Belfast BT9 6H
T: +44 (0)28 9068 6250
www.amey.co.uk

“The structure itself is a 
unique, in-situ concrete 
framed structure with 
complex geometry.”
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L-R: Wallace McKay, David Kidd, Jorge Herrero Calvo, 
John Knight, Martin Anderson and Deiniol Williams, 
Concrete Society President.
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Design ID and FP McCann 
won the Best Civil 
Engineering Projects in 

Northern Ireland award this year, 
for restorative work made to a local 
bridge. Following flood damage, 
the 200-year-old Ballynameen 
Bridge collapsed, causing significant 
disruption to the local community 
in Claudy. The main goal of the 
project was to return the bridge 
structure to its original carriageway 
loading capacities whilst 
maintaining the cherished historical 
appearance. The reconstruction was 
completed in less than six months. 
The contractor utilised the Precast 

Concrete FlexiArch, supplied by 
Macrete, to replace two spans and 
one pier of the bridge, which would 
protect the river environment and 
maintain an aesthetic that matched 
the original structure with extreme 
accuracy - indistinguishable to the 
casual onlooker. Achieved with 
pragmatic design assessment and 
careful construction phasing, the 
existing arches of backfill were 
stripped and replaced with plain 
structural concrete, helping to hold 
the arches and piers together. 
The project was selected by the 
judges for its speed of delivery and 
sensitive application of concrete.

Design ID & FP McCann preserve 
character of historic structure

PROJECT TEAM
•	 Client: Department for 

Infrastructure, Highway Structures 
Unit

•	 Design & Build Engineer:  
Design ID Consulting Limited

•	 Principal Contractor: FP McCann
•	 Precast Supplier: Macrete Ltd

BEST CIVIL ENGINEERING 
PROJECTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

WINNER: DESIGN ID AND FP McCANN FOR 
BALLYNAMEEN BRIDGE REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT

Design ID 13 Main St, Hillsborough, BT26 6AE
T: +44 (0)28 9268 1055 - E: mail@designid.co.uk
www.designid.co.uk

L-R: Simon Lamont, Associate Design ID, Gareth 
Scullion, Contracts Manager FP McCann and Deiniol 
Williams, Concrete Society President.
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McFarland Consulting have won 
the 2019 award for Excellence 
in Building Processes. This 

project saw the company work with a 
large team of professionals to restore 
Belfast’s Hi Park Multi-Storey Car Park. 
Their comprehensive investigation and 
tests determined the nature, cause, 
and extent of the widespread concrete 
defects for the client Translink. The 
defects were caused by corrosion 
from de-icing salts dropped from 
vehicles entering the car park, marking 
the first time that a detailed contour 
plot indicating the extent of active 
corrosion across much of the decks 
was undertaken and presented so 

thoroughly. For 10 months, remedial 
works consisted of extensive concrete 
repair complete with cathodic protection 
to halt future corrosion and extend 
the life of the structure. The judges 
were especially impressed by their apt 
approach and successful delivery in a 
complex, city centre site, handing issues 
such as noise levels expertly. 

McFarland Consulting scoops 
award for multi-storey car park

PROJECT TEAM
•	 Nominating company:  

McFarland Consulting Ltd
•	 Main Contractor: Cleary 

Contracting Ltd
•	 Concrete Repair Contractor: 

Larsen Contracts Ltd
•	 Project Manager & CDM: 

McAdam Design
•	 Quantity Surveyor: VB Evans
• Client: Translink

EXCELLENCE IN  
BUILDING PROCESSES

WINNER: MCFARLAND CONSULTING LTD FOR HI PARK 
MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK

McFarland Consulting Unit A3, Harbour Court, Sydenham Business Park, 5 Heron Road, 
Belfast, BT3 9HB. T: +44 (0)28 9073 8100 - E: info@mcfarlandconsulting.co.uk
www.mcfarlandconsulting.co.uk

“The judges were especially 
impressed by their apt 
approach and successful 
delivery in a complex, city 
centre site.”

Hi Park MSCP.

The team from McFarland Consulting.
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Macrete picked up their 
second win of the night, 
this time for a building 

project completed outside of 
Northern Ireland. The company 
provided a high quality, precast 
concrete solution for the new White 
Hart Lane Stadium, within the 
necessary timeframe and budget, 
resulting in a new world class sports 
ground in North London. The project 
had an overall value of around £1 
billion, with Macrete providing a 
large quantity of quality precast 
concrete units, delivered to the site 
both efficiently and sustainably. 
They also provided a bespoke wall 
unit for the directors’ box, with 
a cast representation of the club 

crest visible on the wall’s front face, 
which was painted blue to match the 
Tottenham Hotspur colours. The result 
was an impressive stadium that creates 
an impression of one large structure, 
rather than a more traditional mix of 
materials, such as steel and concrete. 
This highly publicised project was 
chosen because of its scale, quality 
and level of national significance.

Macrete score second award PROJECT TEAM
•	 Nominating company: Macrete 

Ireland Ltd
•	 Project Manager: Macrete  

Ireland Ltd
•	 Design Engineer: Structures 

2000 Ltd
•	 Client: Mace and Tottenham 

Hotspur Football Club

EXCELLENCE IN 
BUILDING PROJECTS GB/IRE

WINNER: MACRETE IRELAND LTD FOR TOTTENHAM 
HOTSPUR WHITE HART LANE

“This highly publicised 
project was chosen 
because of its scale, 
quality and level of 
national significance.”

Macrete Precast Concrete Engineers, 50 Creagh Road, Toomebridge Co. Antrim, BT41 3SE
T: +44 (0)28 7965 0471 - E: info@macrete.com
www.macrete.com

The team from Macrete.
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Macrete Precast Concrete Engineers, 50 Creagh Road, Toomebridge Co. Antrim, BT41 3SE
T: +44 (0)28 7965 0471 - E: info@macrete.com
www.macrete.com

“…he continues to dispense his long history of experiences and testimonies to those 
who are the future of the industry.”

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD

EXCELLENCE IN
BUILDING PROCESSES

WINNER: JOE GUNNING 

HIGHLY COMMENDED: MACRETE IRELAND LTD
FOR ODENSE FLEXIARCH BRIDGE, DENMARK 

Joe Gunning applauded for 
outstanding industry contribution

Danish acclaim for Macrete

Joe Gunning was honoured with 
the final award of the night, the 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 

which was sponsored by Tarranto. 
This accomplishment is directed 
toward individuals who go the extra 
mile for the concrete industry and are 
fantastic representatives of the talent, 
dedication and hard work that really 
captures the essence of the trade. 
Joe has had a significant impact on 
many individuals and companies within 

Macrete Ireland Ltd was highly 
commended for their precast 
concrete Flexiarch bridge 

in the Danish city of Odense. The 
final result is a stunning and unique 
addition to Danish infrastructure. The 
biggest concern with this project was 
the delivery of the units from Macrete 
to Odense, which required careful 
planning of the size and shape of 
units that could be transported within 
the short time frame, through UK 
and Danish networks. An additional 

the Northern Irish concrete 
industry. He joined BRMCA, 
now QSRMC, and spent 42 
years delivering high quality 
auditing, resulting in gold 
standard accreditation for 
concrete companies across 
the country. After officially retiring 
in January 2019, Joe continues to 
supervise Masters dissertations at 
Queens University. Joe has a great 
belief that if you wish to be an expert 

challenge was the specific 
artwork required as part 
of the design concept. To 
achieve a sharp image, 
Macrete offered to use a 
special membrane, printed 
with surface retarder, that 
transfers an image onto 
the concrete surface. Usually only 
used on small scale panels, Macrete 
successfully utilised this novel 
technology on large scale precast 
wing wall units, drawing upon their 

on a subject the best way to do that is 
to teach it. He continues to dispense 
his long history of experiences and 
testimonies to those who are the 
future of the industry.

experience in concrete mix design to 
optimise the mix used; thus creating 
a high quality, precise image that is as 
durable and maintenance-free as the 
concrete itself.

L-R: David Garrity, QSRMC, Dr Bryan Magee, Concrete Society Chair 
NI, Dr Joe Gunning, Paul Clark, UTV, David Ball, QSRMC Chairman 
and Deiniol Williams, Concrete Society President.

The team from Macrete.
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Northstone. The building is a unique 
in-situ concrete framed structure 
with elaborate geometry, presenting 
many challenges during both design 
and construction. The interior of the 
building was constructed using an 
innovative technique that made use 
of in–situ, pigmented, board marked 
concrete - coloured red to evoke tones 
of Victorian brickwork that define many 
of Belfast’s historic city streets.  The 
scheme was delivered below estimated 
costs identified in the business case 
with a final cost of £2.7M. The project 
has been designed to be a catalyst for 
the area’s development, setting the 
standard for future schemes including 
an urban park, health centre and leisure 
centre which are all already in design. 

T: +44 (0)28 7032 1100
E: info@northstone-ni.co.uk
www.northstonematerials.com

Northstone Limited, 
headquartered in Dunmurry, 
has three operating divisions: 

Farrans, Northstone Materials and 
CUBIS Systems. The company employs 
1,200 employees and has a strong 
reputation throughout Northern 
Ireland and the UK for their consistent 
high-quality materials and exceptional 
service. Northstone Materials is their 
supply division, for quarry products, 
ready mixed concrete, bituminous 
coated materials, concrete roof tiles, 
concrete blocks and bricks. The 
company has supplied their first-
class concrete to one of the most 
celebrated projects in the UK this 
year.
The Colin Connect Transport Hub 
in west Belfast is a testament to the 
Northern Irish design and construction 
industries. The build has been widely 
reported on, listed as one of the best 
new buildings in all Britain for 2019, 
by the Telegraph, nestled comfortably 
amongst prestigious structures in 
Cambridge, Oxford and London. The 
building has received plaudits for its 

architectural merit winning the Liam 
McCormick prize for ‘Building of the 
Year’ at 2019 Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects (RSUA) Awards and most 
recently, won an award for ‘Excellence 
in Building Projects’ at the Concrete 
Society Awards. 
The hub was a vital project to 
facilitate the implementation of 
the Belfast Rapid Transit Gliders, 
serving as an interchange point to 
address some of the major failings 
of public transport in west Belfast 
and has successfully transformed the 
site from one which was previously 
notorious for antisocial behaviour 
to a state-of-the-art transport and 
community hub. This ambitious project 
required a lot of forethought and 
research when it came to appointing 
suppliers and Northstone was chosen, 
owing to their expertise and strong 
reputation. The development was 
designed strategically to offer a 
sense of permanence, establishing 
a determined character derived 
from visible construction of heavy 
materials, such as the concrete from 

THE COLIN CONNECT TRANSPORT HUB HAS BEEN WIDELY ACCLAIMED ON MULTIPLE 
FRONTS; ITS ARCHITECTURE, PROJECT SUCCESS AND USE OF CONCRETE. IT IS 
THEREFORE IMPERATIVE TO LOOK TOWARD THE COMPANY WHICH PROVIDED THE 
MATERIALS THAT LED TO THIS FANTASTIC STRUCTURE… 

Northstone supply award winning project

CONCRETE AWARDSCONCRETE AWARDS

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2019
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Larsen Contracts nominated as the 
main concrete repair sub-contractor, 
remedial works commenced in 
January 2019 and were completed in 
October 2019. As well as repairing the 
structure, Larsen completed the build 
with cathodic protection to halt future 
corrosion and extend the life of the 
structure for many thousands of users 
throughout Belfast to benefit from. The 
success story of this project culminates 
in a win at the Concrete Society 
Awards 2019, for Excellence in Building 
Processes, for the apt approaches 
taken and successful delivery in a 
complex location.

T: +44 (0)28 9077 4000
E: info@larsencontracts.co.uk
www.larsen-contracts.com

Larsen has previous experience 
of working with structures that 
provide valuable services, for 

example, Stormont Wharf at Belfast 
Harbour. The team carried out 
structural repair and strengthening 
of pile heads and down-stand bores 
to the deck. The Wharf is central to 
maritime activity in Belfast, producing 
an extremely important project 
which required exceptional specialist 
knowledge from Larsen. The company’s 
skills and knowledge can cater to 

a wide range of projects, including 
industrial sites, churches, showgrounds 
and car parks.
For their recent project involvement, 
Larsen was chosen to provide their 
services to a central, multi-storey car 
park in Belfast in conjunction with 
Cleary Contracting. Hi Park Car Park, 
owned and operated by Translink, is 
believed to be around 37 years old and 
was suffering from a combination of 
age and corrosion from de-icing salts. 
The formidable structure measures 
approximately 75m on its north and 
south elevations and 63m on its east 
and west elevations. Its reinforced 
concrete frame structure comprises 
six levels above ground floor, and 
in-situ concrete beams and columns 
support precast concrete slab floors. 
A structural concrete topping is cast 
over the precast slabs and forms 
the car park wearing course. With 

LARSEN CONTRACTS LTD WAS THE CONCRETE REPAIR CONTRACTOR FOR A PROJECT IN 
BELFAST TO RESTORE ONE OF ITS OLDEST AND MOST CENTRAL CAR PARKS, THE HI PARK 
MULTI-STOREY, BACK TO FULL WORKING ORDER...

Larsen Contracts Ltd restores 1982 car park

“The company’s skills and knowledge can cater to a wide 
range of projects, including industrial sites, churches, 
showgrounds and car parks.”The completed repairs.

Prior to the essential restorative work, 
the car park was in poor condition . Application of Deck Coatings.

CONCRETE AWARDS
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Tottenham Hotspur home matches. 
Macrete Ireland is very proud to have 
been involved, “from the ground up” 
with this prestigious and well publicised 
project and is delighted that their 
contribution has been recognized by 
the Northern Ireland Concrete Society, 
winning an award for Outstanding Merit 
in the Use of Concrete. With over 40 
years of industry experience, Macrete 
supplies materials and expertise to 
UK blue chip construction companies 
and are specialists in precast solutions 
for the sea defence, civil engineering, 
railway infrastructure, sports stadia, and 
water and utility sectors.

Macrete Precast Concrete Engineers, 
50 Creagh Road, Toomebridge, Co. 
Antrim, BT41 3SE
T: 028 7965 04 71
E: info@macrete.com
www.macrete.com

Macrete Ireland Ltd was 
contracted to manufacture 
and deliver precast 

concrete units for the construction 
of a completely new structure on a 
brownfield site directly adjacent to 
the old White Hart Lane stadium. 
Consisting of an entirely precast 
concrete main stadium bowl, with 
a steel and glass canopy structure 
mounted above the seating area, 
the project was ambitious, requiring 
specialist expertise to 
execute it to the high 
standard necessary. 
The concrete mix used had 
sustainability credentials, 
reusing industrial 
byproducts such as 
ground-granulated blast-
furnace slag (GGBS) and 
limestone to reduce its 
carbon footprint. Macrete 
also employs renewable 
energy sources to power 
their production facilities as a means 
of offsetting the carbon produced in 
the manufacturing process. In total, 
approximately 15,000m3 of concrete 
was used in the project, equating to 
2,500 lorry loads. Their bespoke mix 
resulted in the correct flow, working 
time and robustness that allowed for 
next day de-moulding and minimal 
finishing work, producing a blow-hole-
free finish to the external faces of the 
units. The mix also met the aesthetic 
requirements for the new stadium, as 
it was a lighter grey than traditional 
concrete mixes. 
Terracing units were installed onto 
large, precast raker beams, which 
presented challenges in terms of 
steel fixing, mould work, casting 
and transport. The design had to be 
robust enough to support rows of 

terracing units, but light enough to 
be transported to London by road 
and installed using tower cranes. This 
was achieved with a slight increase 
in reinforcement density resulting in 
reduced depth and overall volume. 
Transporting the units by road was 
the most practical approach, allowing 
for better control of load type and 
frequency. Careful planning of each 
delivery ensured the maximum number 
of units were on each trailer, thus 
reducing the number of deliveries. 
Macrete used their transport partners 
who had the capability to deliver both 
multiple trailers and heavy units to the 
site to meet the demanding timescale. 
Already, the stadium has been chosen 
as a venue for the Rugby League Ashes 
Series in 2020 and has hosted several 
NFL games as well as, of course, 

THE NEW WHITE HART LANE STADIUM IN NORTH LONDON IS NOW THE SECOND 
LARGEST IN THE UK, HOSTING A WHOPPING 62,062 FANS. MACRETE IRELAND LTD WAS 
CHOSEN TO MANUFACTURE PRECAST CONCRETE UNITS FOR THE NEW GROUNDS…

Macrete scores colossal project

MANUFACTURER - MACRETE PRECAST CONCRETE ENGINEERS

Representatives of Macrete with their Concrete Society award for 
the momentous project

The new stadium was completed in March 2019
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Precast flooring has been used by a 
growing number of builders with the 
rising popularity of offsite construction 
and the increased demand for shorter 
build times. By producing high 
performance insulated concrete units 
offsite Creagh have redefined the 
speed of installing a fully insulated 
floor; minutes, not days. Spantherm 
provides a level base without the need 
for camber for timber frame or block 
construction and installation is not 
affected by difficult weather conditions. 
It is a very valuable resource for 
projects, as John summarised, “This is 
definitely the way forward, this modern 
method of construction.”

T: +44 (028) 7965 0500
E: spantherm@creaghconcrete.com 
www.creaghconcrete.co.uk/
spantherm

Creagh is leading the market 
with innovation in concrete, 
providing new solutions across 

the construction industry. One such 
innovation, Spantherm insulated 
precast concrete flooring, has been 
selected to be installed on Northern 
Ireland’s most desirable residential 
addresses. O’Kane Group are 
constructing an exclusive, new 21 home 
development in Portstewart, Nursey 
Mews. The project is set for completion 
in 2020. O’Kane Group have been 
working with Creagh for over 15 years 
and chose Spantherm to speed up their 

build times and reduce labour on this 
new development.  John Hasson, Site 
Foreman, stated, “I like Spantherm 
because it’s speedy and efficient. 
Creagh come and they fit the flooring, 
there’s no waste and it saves us a lot 
of labour of our own.” With building 
projects constantly aiming to improve 
their efficiency and minimise the 
issues that come with a longer project 
timeframe, Spantherm is well on its way 
to becoming a first choice for building 
developments across the UK.

SPANTHERM
Spantherm is an insulated precast 
concrete flooring system designed 
specifically for residential and 
commercial ground floors. The 
composite slab combines structural 
concrete and high-performance 
expanded polystyrene (EPS) insulation 
to provide a superior, structural, 
thermal floor. This structural flooring 
system is mechanically placed, using 
lorry mounted cranes to improve health 
and safety onsite and reduce labour, 
waste and cost. 

FOR THE LAST 44 YEARS, CREAGH HAVE BEEN TOP PRODUCERS OF CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS FOR A DIVERSE RANGE OF MARKET SECTORS AND THEIR NEW INNOVATIONS 
ARE PROVING POPULAR…

Offsite flooring by Creagh utilised on 
Portstewart site

MANUFACTURER - CREAGH CONCRETE

CONCRETE & CEMENT

Fitting Spantherm precast 
concrete flooring can save a great 
deal of time for building projects 

/ A 90m² ground floor can be 
installed in just 90 minutes
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• RESTRICTED ACCESS GROUNDBEAMS
• PILE BREAKING

• COMPLETE INSITU GROUNDBEAMS
• PRECAST FOUNDATIONS

Concrete Foundation Solutions
16 Crocknacor Road, Omagh,
Co. Tyrone, BT79 0JS
T: 07715996934
info@concretefoundationsolutions.com
www.concretefoundationsolutions.com

FOUNDATION CONTRACTOR - CONCRETE FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS 

Concrete Foundation Solutions 
(CFS) draws on many years of 
piled foundation experience in 

Ireland, UK and Australia, delivering a 
level of quality that is second to none. 
Their team offers a comprehensive 
range of foundation solutions to meet 
the needs of difficult ground conditions, 
catering for issues such as restricted 
access. Their goal is to provide modern, 
innovative and economical foundation 
solutions for all of their clients. They 
chiefly focus their expertise towards 
the construction and civil engineering 
industries. The company works with a 
variety of clients, ranging from national 
construction companies, local builders, 
architects, engineers, surveyors, 
shopfitters, developers, local authorities 
and insurance companies. CFS also 
provides private individuals with their 
expertise and practical assistance. 

T: 07715 996 934
E: info@concretefoundationsolutions.com
www.concretefoundationsolutions.com

Building a solid foundation 
They offer their services to deliver 
complete piled foundation solutions to 
problematic ground conditions on any 
project, whether large or small. 

COMPLETE IN-SITU GROUND 
BEAMS STEPS
•  Digging out to cast beams
•  Stripping piles to expose rebar
•  Placing mud mat
•  Tie and place steel
•  Supply and fit spacer and shutter
•  Back fill beams
•  Pour concrete
PILE BREAKING STEPS
•  Cut pile at cut-off level
•  Saw a mark strip level with   
 50mm/75mm projection
• Strip down to saw mark, exposing  
 rebar
• Kango centres to leave clean neat  
 flat finish for cages

CFS specialises in finding solutions for the trickiest of 
spaces, offering pile breaking services for any site

CONCRETE & CEMENT
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T: +44 (0)7710 603 066
E: lighthermuk@gmail.com

LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE / LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE AND INSULATED SCREED

THINK EFFICIENCY THINK LIGHTHERM!
Companies that currently produce Thermal 
Bead Screed using Lightherm Super 
Lightweight Thermal Aggregate.

Northern Ireland
Alpha Quarry Products +44 (0)28 4481 1845
Loughran Rock Quarries +44 (0)7 7705 26479
BCL Floor Systems +44 (0)7 73157 2246
Norman Emerson Group Ltd +44 (0)28 3834 0222

ROI
Smyth Concrete +353 (0)87 665 4564
Superior Floorscreed +353 (0)87 683 4530

Scotland
CMIX +44 (0)1360 551 042

Isle of Man
Chardaid Developments Ltd +44 (0)7 6244 97019

LighthermU.K.

MANUFACTURER/SUPPLIER - LIGHTHERM LIMITED

Lightherm’s innovative aggregate 
goes through a range of 
specific processes that have 

allowed it to become a market 
leader for use in thermal bead and 
lightweight screeds. This exciting 
new product offers architects, 
developers and builders a great 
alternative to traditional methods of 
insulating both ground and upper 
floors. When mixed at a specific 
ratio with cement and water it 
becomes a lightweight thermal bead 
screed, with exceptional thermal 
and acoustic properties and has 
thermal conductivity values as low 
as 0.041 W/m.k. Once onsite, it is 
easily installed as it is a perfectly 
homogenous, jointless and flowable 
material, encapsulating pipe and 
duct work and enabling underfloor 
heating to reach its full potential.

Lightherm offers lightweight solutions
The benefits of thermal bead 
screed made from Lightherm Super 
Lightweight Thermal Aggregate are:
•  One Unbroken layer of insulation 
•  Continuous Uvalue on floor area
•  No cutting around pipe work
•  No onsite storage of bulky   
 materials 
•  No waste during or after   
 installation 
•  Removes discrepancies in levels
•  Proven enhancement to U.F.H
•  Fixed price installation 

The company began producing 
Lightherm in Northern Ireland in 
July 2019 and currently supply to 
a number of concrete companies 
across the UK and ROI. 

T: +44 (0)7 7106 03066
E: lighthermuk@gmail.com

CONCRETE & CEMENTCONCRETE & CEMENT
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DOORS AND DOOR SETS

With over 50 years’ 
experience specifying 
and supplying doors 

it will come as no surprise that 
Doorways is the largest door 
distributor in Northern Ireland. By 
building strong relationships with 
leading manufacturers such as 
Bridgman IBC, Performance Door 
Set Solutions Ltd, JELD-WEN UK, 

as well as importing their own 
range of door designs, Doorways 
can deliver bespoke solutions for 
projects across the residential 
and commercial sectors. 
Doorways residential projects 
range from bespoke one off 
residences to large social 
housing sites. Commercially the 
contracts team can supply doors 

to the healthcare, 
education and leisure 
sectors. Doorways will 
work with you from 
inception through 
to completion on 
site with specialist 
technical support at 
every stage of the 
project. 
The company refuses 
to compromise on 
quality no matter 

what sector it supplies and in an 
industry which is ever-changing 
especially in the aftermath of 
the Grenfell Tower tragedy, 
Doorways has maintained 
its meticulous approach to 
traceability and compliance, 
ensuring it remains a safe choice 
for both trade and domestic 
customers.

DOORWAYS NORTHERN IRELANDS LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF DOORS AND 
DOOR SETS TO THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY…

Doors and door sets

•  Methodist College –   
 McArthur Hall
•  Culloden Hotel
•  Stanmillis Evangelical   
 Presbyterian Church
•  Grassy Meadows – Sheltered 
 Housing, London
•  Randox – Clinical Building
•  Botanic Studios – Student  
 Accommodation

Door & Door Set Projects
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T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk

www.doorways.co.uk
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CEF Lisburn would like to wish CTS Connect Transform Sustain every 
success for the future.
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COMPANY REBRAND

Unit A, Milltown East Ind Est, Upper Dromore Road, Warrenpoint, Newry, BT34 3PN.
T: +44 (0)28 4175 2299 - E: info@wearects.co.uk
wearects.net
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Management team at CTS Connect 
Transform Sustain boasting more 
than 150-years of maintenance and 
construction experience. 
CTS Connect Transform Sustain 
has also become a market leader 
in energy management, a natural 
extension of a business philosophy 
that includes taking responsibility 
for any impact on the environment. 
Practising what they preach, 
CTS Connect Sustain Transform 
is perfectly placed to help their 
clients reduce building operating 
costs, benefit the environment, 
and adhere to government carbon 
reduction targets.
Going green and saving 
greenbacks (that’s American slang 
for money, Ed!) - what’s not to 
love?

The change of name from 
CTS Projects to CTS 
Connect Transform Sustain 

is less a re-brand and more a 
reaffirmation of the company’s 
commitment to its clients.
It is also a reflection of how 
the progressive Warrenpoint-
based firm has evolved, 
beginning life as a building 
company before expanding 
into heating installation, then 
further diversifying into building 
maintenance and property 
development. That successful 
journey has been under-pinned by 
a mission statement, the promise 
to: “Establish lasting relationships 
with our customers by exceeding 
their expectations, and gaining 
trust through exceptional 

performance by every member of 
our team.”
The transition to CTS Connect 
Sustain Transform feels organic. 
“It’s a fitting statement on a 
modern company and what we 
do and what we hope to do and 
achieve for our clients,” explained 
Business Development Director, 
Serena Hylands. “It’s more 
focussed, and a reflection of our 
goals for an increasingly diverse 
portfolio of clients.”
That customer base, currently in 
excess of 30,000 properties across 
the island of Ireland, includes both 
the private and public sectors. 
From education to healthcare, 
homes to blue light services, 
clients can benefit from unrivalled 
expertise, with the Senior 

MULTI-AWARD WINNING FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
ANNOUNCES GOAL FOCUSSED RE-BRAND...

CTS Connect Transform Sustain

Pictured with the newly rebranded fleet is Connaire 
McGreevy, the Managing Director of CTS.
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The trade’s 
local plumbing 

and heating 
supplier

•  An unrivalled local level of service
 backed up by a national support  
 network
•  Friendly, knowledgeable staff
•  Fast and efficient delivery service
•  Industry-leading brands

www.ptsplumbing.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
• BELFAST   107-127 Grosvenor Road, Belfast, County Antrim BT12 4GL.  T: 028 9027 1600 
• DUNCRUE  36-38 Duncrue Road, Belfast BT3 9BP.  T: 028 9078 7700
• ENNISKILLEN 131 Sligo Road, Enniskillen, County Fermanagh BT74 7JZ.  T: 028 6632 3888
• LISBURN   Unit 1, Ballinderry Business Park, Ballinderry Road, Lisburn BT28 2SA.  T: 028 9263 5330
• DERRY   Unit 11a, College Business Park, 40 Springtown Industrial Estate, Derry BT48 0LY.  T: 028 7130 6000
• NEWRY   Unit 8, Carnbane Business Park, Tandragee Road, Newry BT35 6QJ.  T: 028 3083 1340

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
• DUBLIN   Unit 1, Block K, Ballymount Industrial Estate, Dublin 1 T: 00353 (1)456 8530

DAYS A WEEK
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS7
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energy technologies. 
The company’s all-embracing 
Facilities and Building 
Management services can 
be tailored to suit any size of 
project. Small, medium, or large 
- each and every client is assured 
of the customary friendly and 
efficient CTS approach. 
Nothing is left to chance. 
Plumbing, heating, flooring, 
insulations, renovations…tick! 
Change of tenancy, External 
Cyclical Maintenance (ECM) to 
Bathroom, Kitchen, and Re-
Wires (BKR)…tick! General work 
through to specialised jobs such 
as modifications for people 
with disabilities…tick! The all-
embracing services also extend 
to asbestos removal, cleaning, 

Experience, unrivalled 
expertise, and the very 
highest standards in 

customer care - CTS Connect 
Transform Sustain continues to 
set the gold standard.
Headquartered in Warrenpoint, 
and with additional premises 
in Dublin, the company has 
become the partner of choice 
for a diverse client base across 
the island of Ireland. At the core 
of CTS’s appeal is an impressive 
range of class-leading services, 
each delivered on time and on 
budget with trademark pride and 
professionalism.
Saving the environment is 
one of the great issues of our 
time, with increased controls 
and regulations. CTS Connect 

Transform Sustain leads the way 
in Energy Management with a 
series of green services designed 
to save the planet - and their 
clients’ money. 
The Facilities Management 
services include advice and 
procedures that increase 
efficiency and contribute towards 
reaching government-set carbon 
reduction targets. From external 
and internal cladding, loft and 
cavity insulation, Air Source heat 
pumps, Biomass boilers, and 
Solar PV, through to testing and 
compliance of electrics, water, 
air, plus gas and oil boilers. CTS 
Connect Transform Sustain and 
its highly-skilled fast-response 
engineers are experts in, and 
at the forefront of, renewable 

CTS CONNECT TRANSFORM SUSTAIN OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CHOICE OF 
CLASS-LEADING SERVICES TO CLIENTS IN THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTOR...

Exceeding expectation

Unit A, Milltown East Ind Est, Upper Dromore Road, Warrenpoint, Newry, BT34 3PN.
T: +44 (0)28 4175 2299 - E: info@wearects.co.uk
wearects.net

Pictured (L-R) are 
senior members of 

CTS: Alan McGowan, 
Commercial Manag-
er: Serena Hylands, 

Director; Simon 
Hylands, Director 

and Les McGeown, 
Contracts Manager.
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CCTV, fire detection, safety fall 
protection systems, pest control, 
and emergency lighting. 
In short, whatever your facility 
needs to run more efficiently, 
more effectively, CTS Connect 
Transform Sustain has the 
answer. But you don’t have 
to take CTS’s word for it. The 
company has an enviable list of 
clients happy to offer positive 
testimonial. “Connswater Homes 
are proud to work with Connaire 
and all at CTS. They have a 
high standard of work and an 
excellent work ethic that runs 
throughout the company.”
Offering their clients peace of 
mind is also important. Rapid 
response is something CTS 
Connect Transform Sustain 
prides itself on, be it for repairs, 
changing a light fitting, or a 
complete refurbishment. The 
goal is always to complete the 
job at hand in a professional and 
friendly way that is as stress-free 
as possible for the client.

CTS Connect Transform Sustain 
has not lost sight of its origins 
as a building company. With an 
impressive portfolio of residential 
and commercial properties, allied 
to years of experience in the field, 
CTS is ideally placed to undertake 
all aspects of a new build scheme, 
from land acquisition through to 
the build and fit-out of a range of 
properties, both commercial and 
social.
CTS Connect Transform Sustain 
- to borrow from another 
company’s well-worn phrase, ‘do 
exactly what it says on the tin’. 
They connect with the client, 
listening to and understanding 
their needs. They offer services 
that will transform their client’s 
property for the better, improving 
facilities and increasing efficiency. 
They maintain long-standing 
relationships and ensure the 
services offered are sustainable. 
And finally, they will deliver an 
outcome that doesn’t just match 
expectations, it exceeds them. 

Unit A, Milltown East Ind Est, Upper Dromore Road, Warrenpoint, Newry, BT34 3PN.
T: +44 (0)28 4175 2299 - E: info@wearects.co.uk
wearects.net

CTS Connect Transform 
Sustain’s environmental 
credentials were recognised 
recently at the 2019 First Trust 
Bank Business Eye Awards. 
CTS was shortlisted in the 
Green Company of the Year 
category - recognising a 
contribution ‘towards the wider 
environmental cause’.
• The fuel used by all CTS 
Connect Transform Sustain 
fleet vehicles is monitored by 
trackers, as is driving behaviour 
- all with the aim of reducing 
the company’s carbon 
footprint.
• Social responsibility is 
at the heart of what CTS 
Connect Transform Sustain 
stands for. Giving back to the 
local community is an integral 
part of this policy, and the 
company’s chosen charity is 
Action Mental Health.

DID YOU KNOW...
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Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk

more homes. We therefore urge the 
next Government to support the 
Cut the VAT campaign.” Brian Berry, 
Chief Executive of the FMB, said: “An 
amazing 20 million floors, 8 million lofts 
and 5 million cavity walls all in need 
of insulation across the UK, according 
to the Government’s own figures. The 
four main parties must go further in 
their policy pledges to promote and 
incentivise energy efficiency works. 
Given that homeowners tend to 
complete these tasks as a consequence 
of larger home improvement works the 
rate of VAT on repair and maintenance 
work needs to be reduced from the 
current 20% to 5%.”

The Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB) is the UK’s 
largest trade association 

in the construction industry, 
championing continuous 
improvement in building 
standards for over 75 years. 
Recently they have joined a 
coalition of business groups 
and organisations from across 
the property and construction 
sectors, including the British 
Property Federation (BPF), to 
urge the next UK government 
to cut VAT on maintenance and 
improvement works to domestic 
properties.
Reducing VAT from 20% to 5% 
on home improvement works would 
generate investment in housing, 
stimulate the economy and encourage 
the UK’s transition to net zero carbon, 
the group said recently. The coalition 
has written a letter to each of the 
leaders of Westminster’s four largest 
parties, asking them to speak for the 
‘Cut the VAT’ campaign during the 
remainder of the General Election 
campaign and to meet with the 
coalition early in the next Parliament. 
These actions are vital, the coalition 
said in the letter, to make the nation’s 
homes more eco-friendly - domestic 
buildings are responsible for around 
20% of the UK’s carbon emissions, 
at present. In addition to improving 
the standards of older homes, and 
those in rural areas, this measure 
would also help unleash investment in 
new housing. Build-to-rent (BTR) is a 
relatively new asset class in the UK that 

provides high quality, purpose-built 
professionally managed homes. The 
BTR sector has grown from fewer than 
30,000 homes to 148,000 homes in 
the last five years – and delivered a 
quarter of London’s housing output 
last year. By reducing the irrecoverable 
VAT associated with maintenance and 
management of BTR, the sector can 
deliver even more, the letter said.
Melanie Leech, Chief Executive of 
the BPF, said: “Reducing the rate of 
VAT on all repairs, maintenance and 
management of residential property 
would support the greening and 
improvement of our housing stock, and 
help the build to rent sector deliver 

FMB NEWS

Cut the VAT to unleash green housing 
revolution, party leaders urged

THE VAT CUT ON HOME IMPROVEMENTS, PROPOSED BY FMB AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION 
GROUPS, COULD GENERATE £15BN IN NEW TAXES, CREATE 95,000 JOBS AND UNLEASH A 
£1BN GREEN REVOLUTION

“The four main parties must go further in their 
policy pledges to promote and incentivise      
energy efficiency works.”
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MacBlair Boucher, 4 Balmoral Road, Belfast. BT12 6QA.
T: +44 (0)28 9055 1379 

www.macblair.com

NEW BRANCH MANAGER AND SALES MANAGER AT MACBLAIR BOUCHER…

Striving for excellence
We continually strive for 

excellence and that is one 
thing that won’t change at 

MacBlair Boucher.
Those are the words of new Branch 
Manager, Mark Thompson who is 
determined that he and his team will 
continue to carry the baton as the 
group’s flagship branch.
Mark took over his role as Branch 
Manager at MacBlair Boucher on May 
1 but he brings with him a wealth of 
experience having worked for the 
group for almost 10 years.
“I began in the yard then moved to 
the counter and on to Sales before 
becoming a Sales Rep, Sales Manager 
and now Branch Manager,” said 
Mark.
“Having this experience, which has let 
me see every aspect of the business, 
is a big help. I can see all sides when 
I need to make decisions and this will 
benefit both the branch and myself.
“We want to be continually improving 
how we operate but that has always 
been the approach at MacBlair’s. 
There is a strong team at Boucher 
with a good mix of youth and 
experience and we are determined to 
carry the baton for the group as the 
flagship branch.”
Mark’s move to Branch Manager 
created an opening for a Sales 
Manager and again MacBlair’s were 
able to fill the position internally 
with someone who brings great 
experience to the position.
“Alison Kelly has taken over as Sales 
Manager and again she has great 
experience having worked in the sales 
office for the past eight years,” said 
Mark.
“She will be looking after the sales 
teams and sales reps and will be 
keeping me updated on progress.”

MacBlair Boucher continues to 
perform well despite being positioned 
within a very competitive market. 
Mark believes it is a combination 
of a newly refurbished site and the 
fact they have four elements of the 
building industry all on the one 
site that sets them apart from the 
competition.
“We have strong teams with great 
knowledge across the four elements 
– MacBlair Plumbing, MacBlair Civils, 
Watershed Bathroom & Tiles and 
MacBlair Building Merchants,” said 
Mark.
“On top of that with the recent 
refurbishment of the site I honestly 
believe we have the best site in 
the country. But we know there is 

always room for improvement and we 
continually strive to be better for our 
customers.”
Other elements which Mark believes 
sets MacBlair Boucher apart from the 
competition include the product range 
the business can offer.
“We have a wide range of products 
available including a number of 
specialist ranges,” said Mark. “We 
have a sizeable yard and can carry all 
the stock we need, our showroom has 
a dedicated warehouse so we really 
are a one-stop-shop option for our 
customers.”
The company is also strong logistically 
with a fleet of vehicles well positioned 
to get stock to customers in a timely 
manner.

“There is a strong team at Boucher with a good mix of youth 
and experience and we are determined to carry the baton 
for the group as the flagship branch.”

Alison Kelly, Sales Manager. Mark Thompson, Branch Manager.
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Frame that was at the heart of the 
McClintock Children’s Care build.
“I’ve spent the last decade 
training, researching, and 
developing Passive House and 
our Morob Timber Frame,’ 
explained company Director 
and certified Passive House 
Consultant, Willie Moffitt. 
“The advantages include faster 
construction times, more energy 
efficiency, and unparalleled levels 
of air tightness.”
Even after ten years Willie 
admitted that“ …you still 
learn something on every 
project that can be taken 
forward to the next,” with the 
McClintock project being a 
case in point. The Air Tightness 

Moffitt & Robinson 
Construction Ltd has 
made its mark on the 

McClintock Children’s Centre 
project... by not leaving one. 
The County Tyrone company not 
only succeeded in constructing 
a new place of learning for the 
area’s pre-school kids, but also 
a building free from any carbon 
footprint. Zero! Nada! This 
incredibly eco-friendly build five 
miles southeast of Omagh is, to 
put it in today’s parlance, carbon 
neutral.
It’s the latest achievement for 
an award-winning company with 
impeccable green credentials. 
First established as a partnership 
in 1983, Moffitt & Robinson has 

taken an initial interest in energy- 
efficient construction to the next 
level. The suitably organic growth 
began in earnest in 2010 with the 
opportunity for an eco-friendly 
house construction. A chance to 
put theory into practice, it paved 
the way for further development 
on this side of the business.
In 2017, Moffitt & Robinson 
designed their own ‘Morob 
Timber Frame’, becoming the first 
company from Northern Ireland 
to be certified by the Passive 
House [Passivhaus] Institute in 
Germany. Passive House, which 
originated in the late 80’s, is 
an internationally recognised 
standard for energy efficiency 
in a building. It was this Morob 

MOFFITT & ROBINSON REPORTS RECORD AIR TIGHTNESS TEST RESULTS FOR 
NEW BUILD IN THE VILLAGE OF SESKINORE...

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“The Passive House system looks at every last detail - doors, 
windows, floors, orientation, everything is taken into account.”
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lethargy. With this system there 
is constant fresh air, with all the 
long-term health benefits that 
brings.
Carbon neutral and incredibly 
energy efficient - the Passive 
House approach advocated and 
developed by Moffitt & Robinson 
is kinder to the planet, and 
thanks to those reduced bills, 
your wallet too.

Test (or Air Permeability Test) 
is a government regulated 
assessment of air leakage, integral 
to heat loss. Most buildings 
sit around 4 to 5 on the scale. 
Passive House buildings require 
a minimum of 0.6. “Our best air 
test to date was a recording of 
0.3,” added Willie. “However, 
we’ve just received the results of 
our first air test at the McClintock 
Children’s Centre and it was 0.23, 
the best we’ve ever had.”
The adaptable Morob frame 
has to work with the architect’s 
design, but it alone cannot 
produce such stunning results. 
There are additional elements 
that contribute to the final 
figure. Air tightness and thermal 
bridging are core elements, 
but triple-glazed windows, 
expanding foam in the joints, and 
extra insulation also play their 
part, as does elevation. “In the 
McClintock building we put in 

two extra windows at the southern 
end, removed the outer lead from 
the triple-glaze, and cut a hedge 
down by 2.4m - all to maximise the 
solar benefits. The positive effect 
that this had was an eye-opener 
even for me.”
Although the tendency is for wet 
heating systems, Willie assessed 
the situation in Seskinore and 
maintained a different approach 
was needed. “You need a heating 
system that doesn’t leak, and I 
was 100% sure that direct electric 
heaters were the way to go, not 
oil. That will lead to a saving of 
approximately £5000.”
Perhaps the most impressive 
aspect of the Passive House 
system at the new Children’s 
Centre, certainly for the parents, is 
the mechanical ventilation system 
that changes the air and recycles 
the heat. Forget radiator-heated 
rooms where stale air (and germs) 
circulate, and the stuffiness breeds 

Moffitt & Robinson Construction Ltd, 40 Blacksessiagh Road, Omagh, BT78 1SU
T: +44 (0)28 8224 3656 - E: info@moffittandrobinson.co.uk
www.moffittandrobinson.co.uk
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Client: McClintock Children’s 
Centre, Seskinore

Main Contractor: Moffitt & 
Robinson Construction Ltd

Architects: David McKinley 
Architects

Project Manager: Willie 
Moffitt

Mechanical Contractor: 
LA Plumbing

PROJECT TEAM...
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LA Plumbing & Heating
T: +44 (0)7771 572448 (Lee)

delighted to work on projects 
like this, and with companies like 
Moffitt & Robinson.”
The decision, based on the job’s 
specific requirements, was to 
mount electric heaters. Perhaps 
not the best news when you’re 
a specialist in oil-fired boilers, 
but Lee and Alex were still able 
to contribute with installation of 
some top notch domestics. 

LA Plumbing & Heating is the 
new kid on the block. Set-up 
less than three years ago, 

they have already developed 
quite the reputation in trade 
circles, winning (with Moffitt & 
Robinson) the Green Technology 
Project of the Year award at the 
2018 Flogas Northern Ireland’s 
Plumbing & Heating Awards 2018 
for work on the new build chalet 
bungalows at Camphill.
“It’s been mostly word of 
mouth,” said Lee McClelland, 
who together with Alex Gray, 
established LA Plumbing & 
Heating. “As a firm we won’t 
celebrate three years until next 
March, and that’s why we’re 

LA PLUMBING & 
HEATING LEAVES A 
LASTING IMPRESSION...

PLUMBING AND HEATING

Sinks and toilets may not be the 
glamorous end of any build, but 
are nonetheless essential. So too, 
an effective water heater. “We 
installed a single water heater for 
the whole building, prioritizing 
efficiency and also something 
that is eco-friendly.”

T: +44 (0)28 8675 1025
E: info@atlanticairtesting.com
www.atlanticairtesting.com

“A school requires more 
ventilation because there are 
more bodies inside,” explained 
Atlantic Air’s Peter Loughran. 
“Quality of air and lack of 
noise are priorities, with larger 
duct size key to the latter. In 
the McClintock build we used 
the highly efficient, ultra-quiet 
Vent-Axia Sentinel Kinetic High 
Flow MVHR unit with rigid PVC 
ducting throughout, all of which 
was located inside the airtight 
envelope.” 
Did it work? Well, the average air 
tightness reading for a commercial 
build is 5 ACH. The McClintock 
Children’s Centre…0.26 ACH. I 
think that’s a yes.

For school buildings, 
especially those over 
15-years old, chances are 

ventilation is pretty poor. No fresh 
air, radiators on full blast, and kids 
more likely to doze off than listen.
Thankfully, times have changed. 
Ventilation and heating 
performance is now in the 
capable hands of companies 
like Atlantic Air. Established a 
decade ago when building air 
permeability and energy efficiency 
was a relatively new subject, the 
Cookstown-based firm started 
by Gerry Mallon now caters for 
domestic through to larger scale 
contracts like the Lidl supermarket 
chain.

ATLANTIC AIR BRINGS A FRESH APPROACH TO 
VENTILATION AND HEATING...

VENTILATION & HEATING PERFORMANCE TESTING
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T: +44 (0)28 8224 0813
M: +44 (0)7 7541 55390
www.davidmckinleyarchitecture.co.uk

keen to use his Morob timber 
frame, an approved Passive 
Certified Component.”
The result of the collaboration 
is an eco-friendly building with 
strong fundamentals. “When 
you’re looking to create a 
building that will be occupied 
by children there are several 
things that are high on the list 
of priorities, like ventilation. 

The new McClintock 
Children’s Centre is a 
perfect illustration of David 

McKinley Architecture’s pledge 
to deliver a service tailored to the 
needs (and budget) of each client.
The principal element of this 
design was the creation of a 
building that was both eco 
and child-friendly - a design 
that combined comfort with 
practicality, and low running 
costs. To that end, David was 
delighted to partner with main 
contractor Moffitt & Robinson.
“As Passive House designers we 
worked with Willie [Moffitt] and 
his team previously, and we were 

A GRAND DESIGN 
FROM DAVID MCKINLEY 
ARCHITECTURE...

ARCHITECT

What we have created is a 
healthy environment for the kids 
that is also a lesson in energy 
efficiency.”

T: +44 (0)28 7136 0110
E: paul@cabacc.co.uk
www.cableandaccessories.co.uk

works was a broad range of 
electrical supplies, with price and 
availability the key. “I think one of 
our strengths is our stock levels 
and customer service. As part of 
the Associated National Electrical 
Wholesalers (ANEW), which is 
the UK’s largest independent 
buying group, we can supply 

When it came to securing 
electrical supplies for 
the new McClintock 

Children’s Centre building, it 
was a real no brainer. Cable & 
Accessories is Northern Ireland’s 
largest independent wholesaler 
with 42 staff and five outlets across 
the North West (Derry/L’Derry, 
Omagh, Limavady, Enniskillen, 
Letterkenny, and Buncrana).
Established 35-years ago to supply 
contractors in the Maiden City, it 
now caters for a customer base 
across the British Isles. “We’re 
pleased to be Moffitt & Robinson’s 
electrical supplier of choice for the 
build in Seskinore,” said Branch 
Manager Paul Brown. 
Required for the McClintock 

CABLE & ACCESSORIES, 
THE POWER TO SUPPLY...

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

all the leading brands at highly 
competitive prices.”
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SUSTAINABILITY

in-situ u-value measurement, detailed 
insulation surveying, full SAP compliance 
and thermal bridging analysis (Y-values).

INDEPENDENT LIFE CYCLE 
ASSESSMENT
After implementing a series of 
environmental improvements, 
energystore worked with an 
independent environmental consultancy, 
Sustainable Homes, to produce a life 
cycle assessment of the environmental 
impact from using energystore 
superbead. Their assessment identified 
a 5-month environmental payback 
when using superbead. This means 
that 5 months post-installation, the 
CO2 saved from using their product 
offsets all the CO2 emissions associated 
with its manufacture and installation. 
Sustainable Homes found that 
“superbead had the lowest Global 
Warming Potential per equivalent unit 
of insulation of any insulation product 
available in the UK.”

T: +44 (0)800 028 3046
E: info@energystoreltd.com 
www.energystoreltd.com

FOCUS ON HIGH IN-LIFE 
PERFORMANCE
The efficiency performance gap 
between the proposed building and 
the in-life one is a remarkable 25%, 
which means that homes are using 
a lot more energy than their original 
design intends. Using energystore 
superbead, customers can achieve 
high in-life performance of cavity wall 
insulation (CWI) when the product is 
properly installed by highly trained 
specialists. Superbead is suitable for 
both new build and existing buildings 
and is one of the most versatile 
insulation products on the market, 
as well as being an incredibly cost-
effective option.

MINIMISING PRODUCT WASTE
A lot of products used on 
construction sites end up in a skip 
and get sent to landfill. This results 
in significant, unnecessary CO2 
emissions from transferring waste 
from site to landfill, amongst the 
obvious issues with landfill itself. 
Careful selection of the insulation 
products being used on site can 
greatly reduce the amount of waste 
associated with installing insulation. 
energystore’s superbead and their 
new product, energystore TLA, are 
transported to site by specialist 
technicians who only take the exact 
amount of material required to 
complete the cavity wall or floor 

insulation. By streamlining this 
system, on-site waste associated with 
insulation can reduce by up to 15%.

MINIMISING CO2 EMISSIONS 
energystore has five manufacturing 
facilities in Roscrea, Lisburn, Glasgow, 
Preston and Northampton, creating a 
unique distribution model throughout 
the UK and Ireland. The series of 
medium sized facilities, close to 
their local markets, has reduced the 
transportation distances of finished 
products significantly - taking lorries 
off the roads and reducing the CO2 
impact from the operations. The 
additional development of larger 
installation vans allows more material 
to be carried per trip.

PROVIDING CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES
energystore has recently launched 
consultancy services for their 
clients, to assist with designing and 
maintaining thermal efficiency and 
developing more environmentally 
friendly buildings. The services 
they offer include thermal imagery, 

ENERGYSTORE IS THE UK & IRELAND’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF EXPANDED  
POLYSTYRENE (EPS) BEAD INSULATION PRODUCTS. WITH RISING AWARENESS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF CONSTRUCTION, SUSTAINABILITY HAS BECOME A KEY 
PART OF THEIR FOCUS…

5 steps to 
prioritise 
brand 
sustainability 

MANUFACTURER - ENERGYSTORE

Only once installers 
have passed the 

energystore train-
ing processes are 

they allowed to use 
their products
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The Keystone Group, Ballyreagh Industrial Estate, Sandholes Road, Cookstown, 
Co Tyrone, BT80 9DG. T: 028 8676 2184 - E: info@KeystoneLintels.co.uk

www.keystonelintels.com

THE KEYSTONE GROUP IS THE UK’S LARGEST STEEL LINTEL MANUFACTURER, NOW 
OFFERING AN EASY AND AFFORDABLE WAY TO IMPROVE A BUILDINGS ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY RATING…

A low-cost route to improving SAP ratings

The Standard Assessment 
Procedure (SAP) is a measure of 
the energy efficiency from which 

a property’s Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC) is generated; 
a primary source for measuring 
the impact a building has on the 
environment. Designers are now facing 
the challenge of enhanced energy 
efficiency requirements within SAP, 
which encourage them to address 
thermal bridging in all its forms, as 
part of the global drive to protect the 
planet from harmful CO2 emissions.
While there are a number of options 
available to boost efficiency, none 
offer the same impact of the Hi-therm+ 
Lintel from Keystone Lintels. Their 
product provides a low-cost solution 
for reduced carbon emissions and 
is up to five times more thermally 
efficient than a standard steel lintel. 
Keystone’s award-winning lintels offer 
an innovative solution to improving 
SAP calculations and meeting Part 

L regulations, reducing thermal 
bridging by up to 80%. As well 
as saving home energy bills, the 
product also serves as method of 
making a structure eco-friendly 
from its earliest stages. The entire 
Keystone Group is committed 
to the continual improvement of 
all environmental issues and the 
protection of the environment, 
with their innovative and accessible 

products.
The introduction of a 
mandatory FEES (Fabric 
Energy Efficiency Standard) 
in the latest changes to 
the Building Regulations 
document, Part F, is 
based on the principal 
of preventing energy 
waste by ensuring the 
fabric of the building is 
adequately insulated and 
airtight. Getting the fabric 
correct from the beginning 
will save energy for the 
whole life of the dwelling, 
meaning more efficient 

homes for longer. Lintels are, in most 
cases, the most significant thermal 
bridges, since traditional style steel 
lintels interrupt the line of insulation 
with a continuous piece of highly 
conductive steel.
The innovative design of the Hi-
therm+ Lintel utilises a rigid polymer 
thermal insulator as an effective 
thermal break, but incorporates a 
steel inner and external leaf so it 
can be installed in exactly the same 
way as a standard lintel. By making 
these large, initial savings on thermal 
bridging, designers gain the flexibility 
to trim back on other more expensive 
alternatives (such as wider cavities) 
and comply with the latest building 
regulations.
To design as efficiently as possible 
for Part F, it is important that 
energy assessors’ use independently 
calculated psi values or manufacturer 
calculated psi values. Keystone also 
provide an online psi value calculator 
tool which enables designers and SAP 
assessors to obtain a psi value with a 
few clicks of a button.

“Keystone’s award-winning 
lintels offer an innovative 
solution to improving SAP 
calculations and meeting 
Part L regulations, 
reducing thermal bridging 
by up to 80%”

SUSTAINABILITY

MANUFACTURER - KEYSTONE LINTELS
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design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.

T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

With over 30 years’ 
experience in the 
Construction sector, 

Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.
The major advantages of 
timber frame construction are 
its speed of erection, excellent 
thermal efficiency, sound 
performance and, of course, its 
considerable advantages over 
traditional building methods 
where environmental issues are 
concerned. 
Either choose from Kilbroney’s 
own comprehensive range of 
house styles from the company’s 
portfolio, or alternatively, the 
Kilbroney Timber Frame team is 

happy to manufacture and supply 
a kit to your own architectural 
design. For example, with the 
bungalow pictured (top right) 
you can have the timber frame kit 
supplied and erected, with all the 
insulation and the plasterboard, 
and the windows and external 
doors supplied and fitted for under 
£35,000!
Whether you are an architect, 
contractor or are embarking on a 
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber 
Frame can offer the right solution 
for your needs.
For more information on 
Kilbroney Timber Frame, 
telephone 028 4173 9077 
or e-mail 
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

HIGH QUALITY, COST-EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from Kilbroney Timber Frame

SUSTAINABILITY

MANUFACTURER - KILBRONEY TIMBER FRAME
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has the highest level of sound 
absorption, Class A, creating to a much 
more productive space for children to 
learn in. 

CREATIVE APPLICATION
HERADESIGN is a brilliantly innovative 
and versatile product, valued by 
specifiers, including architects and 
interior designers, for its high-
performance characteristics, wood 
wool aesthetics and environmental 
credentials.  It can be matched to 
any colour and is available in a wide 
selection of shapes, face patterns, edge 
details and sizes. HERADESIGN can be 
fixed to walls or suspended as ceilings, 
baffles and rafts. Manufactured from 
robust sustainable materials, it offers 
high impact resistance and superior fire 
resistance, which is paramount for any 
building.
Products for this project were supplied 
by Tennants Building Products.
T: +44 (0)191 518 8600
E: info@knaufamf.co.uk
www.knaufamf.com

A new school building for St 
Columba’s Boys National 
School in Cork is set to provide 

a modern and progressive learning 
environment for its students. The 
school has been completed with 
Knauf AMF HERADESIGN ceilings 
throughout.
Design and acoustic performance were 
key criteria for this project, which is 
why HEREDESIGN was the first choice 
and installed in all the classrooms as 
floating rafts and elsewhere throughout 
the school. In the main corridors 
bespoke swing down access panels 
were also installed.
Reddy Architecture architect, Edward 
Raftery said, “We really love the 
architectural, raw wood-wool quality 
of HERADESIGN. The visible texture 
was very desirable in this project as we 
were working with natural materials 
and it provided the required aesthetic 
contrast. HERADESIGN has its own 
character and we are delighted with 
how it looks.”
A calm neutral colour palette, with 

HERADESIGN specified in warm-
white, provided a gentle contrast 
with the soft charcoal walls and light 
caramel floors, creating the perfect 
backdrop for bold bursts of colour at 
the entrance to each classroom.
John, from John O’Reilly Ceilings, 
said, “It was the first time working 
with HERADESIGN and we were 
really impressed with the quality of 
the panels. Knauf AMF were excellent 
with installation guidance and on-site 
support. We have received great 
feedback from the architect, school 
staff and visitors of the school so the 
project has been a great success.”

ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE
Classrooms are often noisy places, 
which can have a detrimental effect 
on a child’s performance at school. 
By installing a ceiling with high sound 
absorption and sound attenuation, 
it is possible to control the level 
of reverberation and provide the 
acoustic control required to improve 
speech intelligibility. HERADESIGN 

KNAUF AMF RECENTLY SUPPLIED THEIR COMPLETE ACOUSTIC CEILING SYSTEM 
SOLUTIONS TO A NEWLY BUILT SCHOOL IN CORK…

Knauf AMF 
solutions are 
the height of 
excellence 

SUSTAINABILITY

MANUFACTURER - KNAUF AMF

“Manufactured from robust sustainable materials, 
HERADESIGN offers high impact resistance and superior 
fire resistance, which is paramount for any building.”
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CONTRACTOR - MOFFITT & ROBINSON

The term ‘passive house’ refers 
to a home built to a rigorous 
standard of energy efficiency 

which, because of superior insulation 
properties, requires a much lower level 
of energy for heating than for a normal 
house. As we all attempt to reduce our 
environmental footprints, these homes 
offer an incredibly eco-conscious 
solution. Moffitt & Robinson’s Morob 
Frame was officially certified as a 
passive house component by the 
Passive House Institute in Germany, 
an internationally recognised building 
standard for the best energy efficiency 
in the world. Moffitt & Robinson is the 
first contractor in Northern Ireland 
to receive this certificate. All of their 
experienced trade staff have studied to 

recovery. Which also changes the air 
in your home every two and a half 
hours. Moffitt & Robinson believes 
that the Passive House principle is the 
way forward within the construction 
industry, for contractors and architects 
to create homes that are both cost 
effective and more sustainable.  
T: +44 (0)28 8224 3656 or 
M: +44 (0)7 8031 89303
info@moffittandrobinson.co.uk
www.moffittandrobinson.co.uk

Ultra low-energy 
timber frames 

gain Passive Tradesman Status, while 
company director William Moffitt has 
studied to become a qualified Passive 
House Consultant. 
To gain an ‘A’ standard Energy 
Performance Certificate (EPC) you 
must get a reading of 92 or more and 
the Moffitt & Robinson Morob Frame 
reached an incredible 111! To achieve 
this, the design includes triple-glazed 
windows, extra insulation and a 
mechanical ventilation system with heat

The Morob Frame can be adapted to your architect’s design, 
from a small bungalow to a large two-storey dwelling.

Morob Frame
Efficient.
Sustainable.
Quality.

moffittandrobinson.co.uk

Moffitt&Robinson Construction Ltd
40 Blacksessiagh Road, Omagh, BT78 1SU.
E  info@moffittandrobinson.co.uk
T  028 8224 3656 or 028 8225 1174
M  078 0318 9303

WE BELIEVE THAT THE PASSIVE HOUSE PRINCIPAL 
IS THE WAY FORWARD WITHIN THE CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY, WHILST THE ENERGY SAVING IS WELL KNOWN 
AND PROMOTED, THE HEALTH BENEFITS ARE OFTEN 
OVERLOOKED BUT ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT.

SUSTAINABILITY
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Whilst the application may 
initially seem a little niche, 
this is actually the fourth 

plant of its kind that Sundolitt has 
supplied material to. The UK has seen 
a rapid growth in anaerobic digester 
plants, from around 100 in 2013 to 648 
in 2019. The increase in the number 
of plants is seen as a turning point for 
the UK, indicating that a fledgling UK 
biogas industry is establishing. This 
particular plant in Crumlin required 
approximately 1800m2 Sundolitt 
XPS 300 at 100mm-thick for the floor 
construction and approximately 1400m2 
Sundolitt EPS 100 for the exterior walls. 
XPS was specified for the floor because 
of its high compressive strength, 

which was vital to handle the weight 
of the tank’s content. EPS was used to 
insulate the exterior walls due to its high 
thermal efficiency, to ensure that the 
heat generated within the tank cannot 
escape. Bryan Mawer, Sales Manager 
at Sundolitt explains, “This rather 
niche application really showcases 
these versatile and innovative 
materials, focussing on the exceptional 
compressive strength of XPS and the 
outstanding thermal performance 
of EPS.” Sundolitt is committed to 
providing cost-effective insulation 
for a wide range of applications and 
specifications that benefit customers 
through quality, on-time supply. All 
manufacturing sites are accredited to 

global Quality Management Standard 
BS EN ISO 9001 and Sundolitt also 
operates the EC Eco Management and 
Audit Scheme ISO14001 (EMAS).
T: +44 (0)1786 471 586
E: enquiriesuk@sundolitt.com
www.sundolitt.com

SUNDOLITT HAS RECENTLY SUPPLIED THEIR PRODUCTS TO AN ANAEROBIC DIGESTER 
PLANT IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

Sundolitt’s high performance insulation supports 
renewable energy

Anaerobic digestion is a natural process where 
biomass is broken down by micro-organisms in the 
absence of air, which can then be reused as fertiliser.

SUSTAINABILITY

SUPPLIER - SUNDOLITT
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That’s a 50,000 square feet 
multi-franchise complex that is 
now home to Renault, Dacia, 
and Kia dealerships, and a 
purpose-built AutoSelect Used 
Car showroom. “As a build 
everything went really smoothly. 
The weather was kind to us for 
most of the time and after the 
first week’s major inspection 
and the site clearance, the 
team was able to push on with 
foundations, composite floor 
slabs, steel frame, block work, 
curtain walling, and eventually 
the roof.”
In addition to the stunning new 
showrooms, complete with their 
soft lounge area and café, the 

When OHMG started 
work on Shelbourne 
Motors’ new £5m 

showroom facility in October 
2018, they soon found 
themselves between a rock 
and…a soft place. 
Expecting a tough initial few 
weeks excavating rock from 
the greenfield site just off the 
Armagh Road in Newry, it 
turned out to be some good old 
fashioned ‘glar’ that attempted 
to apply the brakes. OHMG’s 
Contracts Manager Peter 
McKeown explains: “There was 
a major amount of rock in the 
footprint of the building that 
needed to be cleared, crushed, 

and subsequently re-used. That 
clearance actually went better 
than expected, and it was a soft 
area of land at the bottom of the 
site that ended up presenting the 
biggest challenge.”
However, when you’re a multi 
award-winning construction 
company with more than four 
decades of experience in the 
industry.
From the start of site clearance 
until handing over the finished 
showroom and landscaped 
surrounds took just under 
12-months. These challenges 
become part of everyday 
management of the risk of the 
project.

OHMG IS THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND IMPRESSIVE NEW SHELBOURNE 
MOTORS FACILITY...

PROJECT

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“An accessible, highly functional, 
and eye-catching facility.”
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Shelbourne Motors project, the 
biggest investment in the history 
of the family-owned automotive 
company, included a drive-
thru service centre with 28-bay 
workshop, and new car hand-
over bays. Little wonder it was 
described as a ‘game-changer for 
the local automotive industry’. 
The partnership between OHMG 
and Shelbourne Motors stretches 
back to the earliest days of both 
companies, so it’s fitting that they 
would team up with architect 
Clarman Ltd to create such an 
accessible, highly functional, and 
eye-catching facility. “We worked 
with Clarman Architects and 
building contractor OHMG to 
deliver a state-of-the-art facility 
that matched our long-term 
vision,” said Shelbourne Motors’ 
Sales Director, Peter Ward. “They 
certainly didn’t disappoint.”
It’s also appropriate that 

OHMG, a company promoting 
Sustainable Construction 
Development (‘that contributes 
economically, environmentally, 
and socially to the communities 
in which we operate’) should play 
such a prominent role in building 
a £5m complex that has created 
60 new jobs.

PROJECT

OHMG Head Office: Carnbane House, Shepherds Way, 
Carnbane Industrial Estate, Newry BT35 6EE. T: +44 (0)28 3026 4662
E: carbanehouse@ohmg.com - www.ohmg.com
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Client: Shelbourne Motors

Architects: Clarman Ltd

Main Contractor: OHMG

Quantity Surveyor: 
McWilliams & Co

Structural Engineer: BCD 
Partnership Ltd

Mechanical and Electrical 
Consultant: Dynamic Design 
Consultants Ltd

PROJECT TEAM...

The Shelbourne Motors 
showroom project was further 
evidence of OHMG’s effective 
Environmental Management 
System. Designed to cover 
all aspects of the company’s 
activities, it states that: 
“We are committed to the 
environmental principles of 
continual improvement, legal 
compliance, and pollution 
prevention.” Just some of 
the measures undertaken to 
achieve OHMG’s goal are:

•  Keeping sites clean and tidy
•  Minimising noise, dust, and  
 traffic to local people and  
 the environment
•  Preventing contamination to  
 soils and water
•  Preventing mud and grit  
 build-up on local roads
•  Preventing damage to the  
 natural habitat and historic  
 buildings
•  Segregating major waste  
 streams
•  Minimising use of fuel,   
 electric, and other non-  
 renewable resources
•  Promoting environmental  
 understanding amongst  
 employees and contractors.

COMMITMENT TO 
PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT
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T: 028 3832 3690/0754 5027145
E: dmsc@sky.com

to 1000 square metres in the 
workshop at the Shelbourne 
showroom, working alongside 
the main contractor O’Hare 
McGovern.”
DMSC, established in 2012 and 
based in Lurgan, has developed 
a strong reputation for all facets 
of industrial flooring, and are the 
first port of call for established 

Sikafloor-263 was the 
material of choice for 
the workshop flooring at 

Shelbourne Motors new £5m 
showroom facility in Newry. 
Experience and expertise across 
all forms of industrial flooring 
informed DMSC’s decision to 
choose this two-part seamless 
epoxy resin. “It’s hard-wearing 
and low maintenance,” 
explained DMSC’s David 
Menary. “Sikafloor-263 is also 
easy to clean, waterproof, has 
good chemical and mechanical 
resistance, and importantly, is 
slip-resistant. In all, we laid close 

INDUSTRIAL FLOORING 
SPECIALISTS DMSC LTD 
MAKE THEIR MARK ON 
WORKSHOP...

WORKSHOP INDUSTRIAL FLOORING

clients like Warmflow Ltd 
(Lisburn) and Cubis Systems 
(Lurgan). The company’s services 
also include concrete repair and 
preparation, plus the provision of 
silicone and joint sealants.

PROJECT

T: 028 80771186/07787 561610
E: info@advancedconcreteformwork.com
www.advancedconcreteformwork.com

slabs across the upper 
and lower floors, 
including the main 
showroom floor.”
As with all projects, 
from small private 
jobs to large scale 
civil works like the 
Ulster Hospital Phase 
B (Generic Ward Block 
and Acute Services Block), ACF’s 
aim was to deliver top quality 
work on time and on budget. 
The impressive new Shelbourne 
showroom facility is the latest 
to benefit from their trademark 
positive, professional, and 
proactive approach.

Advanced Concrete and 
Formwork Ltd (ACF) were 
delighted to work hand-

in-hand with main contractor 
O’Hare McGovern on Shelbourne 
Motors striking new showroom 
facility in Newry.
The Omagh-based company, 
established in 2010, specializes 
in concrete works, with a proven 
track record on projects in 
Northern Ireland and mainland 
UK.
“We were on site at the new 
Shelbourne Motors showroom on 
and off for about four months,” 
said ACF’s Brendan Boggs. “In 
all we laid 5,000m2 of concrete 

ADVANCED CONCRETE AND FORMWORK 
LTD SHOWCASE THEIR SERVICES WITH 
SHOWROOM FLOOR...

CONCRETE FLOORING
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on comprehensive project 
management.
Two accredited NEC Project 
Managers have been appointed, 
part of an enhanced HMK 
project management provision 
that ensures clients’ aims are 

achieved across the 
project life cycle, 
from conception 
to completion. 
“Recognising the 
clear synergies 
between the 
quantity surveying 
and project 
management roles, 
this combined 
function continues 
to grow at pace.” 
explained Partner, 

Andrew Maxwell MRICS.
Three prestigious Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) Awards in the past three 
years provide evidence of 
HMK’s progressive thinking and 
ability to work across a range 

No sooner had the 
candles been blown 
out to celebrate Hood 

McGowan Kirk LLP’s 60th 
anniversary than focus was firmly 
fixed on the future.
Building on foundations laid 
over the past six decades, 
HMK is now forging ahead as a 
leading construction consultancy, 
providing cutting- edge 
quantity surveying and project 
management services to its 
industry-leading client base.
Charting HMK’s path are 
Andrew Maxwell MRICS and 
Ciara Maitland MCIOB, who 
joined existing Partner, Michael 
Jordan MRICS, back in 2017. 
Their vision, to augment the 
company’s reputation for 
reliability and its long-term 
relationships with clients such as 
Queen’s University (Belfast) and 
The Hastings Hotel group with 
an innovative and contemporary 
approach.
This restructuring permeates 

through every level of the 
business. The recent move to 
state-of-the-art, easily accessible 
premises in south Belfast; a 
new company logo and re-
launched, informative, and 
easy-to-navigate website www.
hmkni.com; together 
with substantial 
investment in the IT 
infrastructure with 
Rainbow Telecoms, 
and upgraded 
software from 
supplier Causeway, 
including training 
seminars.Perhaps 
the greatest area of 
development has 
been in the services 
provided by HMK. 
Underpinned by the pledge to 
be Proactive, Informed, and 
Accurate in everything they 
do, the company continues to 
be a purveyor of top quality 
quantity surveying, but now 
also with an increased emphasis 

NO SOONER HAD THE 
CANDLES BEEN BLOWN 
OUT TO CELEBRATE 
HOOD McGOWAN KIRK 
LLP’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
THAN FOCUS WAS 
FIRMLY FIXED ON THE 
FUTURE...

HOOD 
McGOWAN 
KIRK LLP - 
PROACTIVE, 
ACCURATE, 
INFORMED 

COMPANY PROFILE

Hood McGowan Kirk LLP, M&D House, 56 Newforge Lane, Belfast BT9 5NW
T: +44 (0)28 9066 7932 - E: info@hmkni.com
www.hmkni.com
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“HMK - Proactive, 
Informed, and 

Accurate in 
everything they 

do, the company 
continues to be a 
purveyor of top-
quality quantity 

surveying.”

g
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720 Crumlin Road, Belfast, BT14 8AD

EXPERTS IN DESIGN, MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

Wishing Hood McGowan Kirk LLP every success for the future
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BELFAST: 58 Howard Street, Belfast, BT1 6PJ .
T: 028 9032 4488 - E: info@mcr-consulting.co.uk
L’DERRY: 73 Clarendon Street, Derry, BT48 7ER.
T: 028 7136 1500 - E. info@mcr-consulting.co.uk

www.mcr-consulting.co.uk

DYNAMIC AND 
INNOVATIVE 
CONSULTING 
STRUCTURAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERS

• FIT-OUT
• REFURBISHMENT

• FURNITURE
Working with leading clients, architects and designers to turn ideas into reality.

24 Duncrue Crescent, Belfast BT3 9BW

T: 028 9099 4146 - www.office-works.com

Wishing Hood McGowan Kirk LLP every success for the future

g
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of public and private 
projects. Commercial 
Project of the Year for 
the £5m reconfiguration 
of NISRA’s Colby House; 
the Design Through 
Innovation Award for the 
main site tower and Peter 
Froggatt Centre at Queen’s 
University; and the stunning 
transformation of a former 
22-storey office block into 
the Grand Central Hotel, 
the largest and most 
expensively constructed 
hotel in Northern Ireland 
- outcomes that exceeded 
client expectation.
With an eye on value, HMK 
LLP has proved adept 
at delivering on projects 

into HR consultancy, 
recruitment, coaching, 
career management and 
was also an APC assessor for 
many years.
Kevin’s expertise makes him 
an ideal leader and mentor 
as HMK implements its 
policy of restructuring with 
clearly identifiable roles 
and responsibilities. A clear 
career path for employees, 
with Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD), is 
designed to ensure staff 
remain at the cutting edge 
of their chosen field.
Under Partner Andrew 
Maxwell’s guidance, 
HMK currently has three 
employees progressing 
through the APC 
(Assessment of Professional 
Competence) route, a 

HMK is delighted 
to announce 
Kevin Dougall’s 

appointment as an 
Associate at the company. 
A Chartered Quantity 
Surveyor by profession, 
Kevin worked in private 
practice for a decade 
before founding and 
developing the highly 
successful Andrews 
Partnership, a firm of 
quantity surveyors and 
project managers with 
offices in Bracknell, London, 
and Southampton.
With an unrivalled network 
of friends and contacts 
within the construction 
and property industries, 
this former Methodist 
College Belfast pupil 
eventually gravitated 

COMPANY PROFILE

Hood McGowan Kirk LLP, M&D House, 56 Newforge Lane, Belfast BT9 5NW
T: +44 (0)28 9066 7932 - E: info@hmkni.com
www.hmkni.com
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A great place to work

ranging from £0.5m to 
£50m, with recent large-
scale contracts including 
QUB’s Student Centre and an 
Animal Sciences Laboratory 
for the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment, 
and Rural Affairs (DAERA).
“At HMK, we are aiming to 
further strengthen existing 
relationships within the 
industry, and to forge new 
ones,” said Partner, Ciara 
Maitland. “To that end we 
have, and will continue 
to invest in our business’s 
infrastructure and employee 
base, ensuring HMK can 
offer the sort of class-leading 
services that turn clients’ 
ideas and dreams into 
reality.”

structured training work placement. 
‘A happy workforce is a productive 
workforce’, an adage HMK clearly adhere 
to, with profit share, private medical 
insurance, increased pension contributions, 
and car lease opportunities, just some of 
the perks on offer to the right candidates. 
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Saint-Gobain Ecophon develops 
and manufactures acoustic 
products and systems that 

contribute to a good working 
environment by enhancing people’s 
wellbeing and performance. Their 
promise, ‘A sound effect on people’ is 
the core backbone of everything they 
do and is also the name of their new 
podcast, which they use to educate 
people on how we can be affected by 
sound. In their podcast episode, “A 
Sound Education”, Ecophon explains 
that good acoustics in schools and 
higher education institutions are vital. 
They help children and young people 
concentrate and learn and also protect 
the health of teachers and lecturers. 
Their podcast reported that over 70% 
of learning still takes place in the old-
fashioned way, by a teacher talking to 
their students, making a suitable sound 
environment crucial. When students 
need to focus, it’s important that the 
teachers can maintain a conversational 
tone to prevent their attention from 
wandering. One location where this 
occurs more intensely is in a school’s 
sports hall. With the sounds of chatter, 
running and bouncing balls that we 
all associate with a Physical Education 
class, it’s almost impossible for clear 
communication between the teacher 
and their students, without proper 
acoustic systems in place. Additionally, 
the noise from the classes could easily 
penetrate rooms surrounding the hall, 
disrupting the education of students 
across the entire school. That’s why it 
is essential to consider acoustic ceilings 
and wall panels when building a new 
sports hall.
Thankfully, when Malone Integrated 
College in Belfast decided to build a 
new state-of-the-art sports hall for its 

WITH MALONE INTEGRATED COLLEGE RECENTLY CONSTRUCTING A NEW SPORTS HALL 
AND 3G TURF PLAYING FIELD, ECOPHON SUPPLIED THE ACOUSTIC MATERIALS NECESSARY 
TO WARD OFF UNWANTED NOISE FOR STUDENTS ENJOYING THEIR NEW FACILITIES…

CASE STUDY - MALONE INTEGRATED COLLEGE, BELFAST

Ecophon creates excellent learning 
environment for students
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students, they considered these issues 
and chose Ecophon to provide their 
high-quality acoustic solutions for their 
new facilities. The recent completion 
of the modern, state-of-the-art sports 
hall boasts an impressive internal area 
of 1,424m2. It consists of four changing 
rooms for students, two for teachers, 
a fitness suite and a PE classroom. 
Although this wasn’t necessarily the 
largest project, the new sports hall 
is a hugely important addition to the 
college and one that both staff and 
students will utilise to its full advantage 
for years to come. 
Ecophon reports the essential 
components of a sports hall with a 
good sound environment as: 
•  the sound level being as low as   
 possible
•  the prevention of echoing
•  people being able to speak in their  
 normal tone of voice and still be  
 heard.

Their solution to create the perfect 
space is twofold: using an impact-
resistant sound-absorbing ceiling with 
very good absorption qualities and 
then adding impact-resistant wall 

absorbers on two adjacent walls. 
By doing this, the sports hall will be 
able to function as needed with an 
excellent auditory environment. 
Ecophon offers something they call 
Activity Based Acoustics Design, which 
helps clients chose the best solutions 
for their individual needs. They 
suggest considering three factors 
when designing the perfect space: 
the activity that the room will contain, 
the people who will be involved and 
their specific needs, and the physical 
features of the building, for example 
size and neighbouring spaces. This 
will allow each client to make an 
informed decision on which products 
suit their needs best, and Ecophon is 
there every step of the project to offer 
their guidance and suggestions. The 
specific product combination used by 
Ecophon for Malone College was their 
Super G Plus A and Akusto Wall/Super 
G; and Super G 35 mm and Akusto 
Wall/Super G. The fabric surface 
developed for their Super G range 
is specifically designed to withstand 
impacts in sport halls and other similar 
environments. The Akusto range is 
offered in an array of colours and 

DAVINA BRADLEY
Area Manager, NI
T: +44 (0)7 7175 38983
E: davina.bradley@ecophon.co.uk
W: www.ecophon.co.uk 

CASE STUDY - MALONE INTEGRATED COLLEGE, BELFAST

different textured finishes, making it 
suitable for a range of applications. 
This allowed the Ecophon team 
to maintain the attractive, modern 
aesthetic of the sports hall, maximising 
the acoustic capabilities of the hall 
without compromising on its visual 
impact.   
The Malone Integrated College project 
has been an enormous success, with 
staff, students and parents alike all 
marvelling at their new facilities. 
The combined effort from all project 
stakeholders, including Ecophon, has 
resulted in a fantastic opportunity for 
young people to learn in a safe, first-
class environment, designed specifically 
to enable them to fulfil their learning 
potential. 
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suites. In addition, KIllowen 
Contracts Ltd was charged with 
the construction and installation 
of a high-visibility free-standing 
totem sign along the main 
Dundalk carriageway, complete 
with all signage, electrical, and 
data supply works. “The scale 
of the sign and its electrical 
requirements meant a significant 
power supply and service trench 
extending to the stadium’s 
main supply board. Killowen 
Contracts worked with the client 
to complete civil works and any 
associated electrical shutdowns 
at times outside normal working 
hours and race meetings to avoid 
any disruption.”
“The Bookies Enclosure & Bar 
extension was located directly 

Combining horse and 
greyhound racing with a 
top class restaurant and 

bars, Dundalk Stadium is one of 
the most popular entertainment 
venues in the north east of Ireland. 
However, that popularity does 
present some problems. When 
you’re undertaking an extension 
and refurbishment project, it’s 
usually behind closed doors and 
not in full view of the punters. Not 
on this occasion, with the stadium 
remaining fully operational as 
Killowen Contracts Ltd completed 
all works on a phased basis 
agreed with the client. “Prior to 
commencement of work on site we 
met our client and design team to 
discuss their requirements and to 
ensure construction work could be 

completed without compromising 
their ability to continue business,” 
explained Killowen Contracts’ 
Director, Damien McGivern.
The result of those discussions 
was a works schedule that 
prioritized the client’s needs 
and accommodated horse and 
greyhound meetings on Ireland’s 
only all-weather track every Friday 
and Saturday, plus fortnightly 
Wednesday events (and during 
the busy Christmas and New Year 
holiday period).
The Dundalk Stadium project 
involved ground floor extension 
to the Bookies Enclosure and Bar, 
construction of a new Owners 
& Trainers Suite at second floor 
level, and reconfiguration and 
refurbishment of existing office 

LEADERS IN THEIR FIELD, KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD WAS THE ONLY 
CHOICE FOR IRELAND’S ONLY DUAL RACECOURSE VENUE...

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“The Dundalk Stadium... another visit to the 
winners’ enclosure for Killowen Contracts Ltd.”
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through sectional completion, 
allowing them to utilise the space 
as soon as possible. We also 
completed minor refurbishment 
works and a central lift 
installation between events on 
the stadium’s schedule.”
The Dundalk Stadium…another 
visit to the winners’ enclosure for 
Killowen Contracts Ltd.

adjacent to the existing restaurant 
and betting areas, and we 
needed to construct temporary 
access through the site to the 
Parade Ring,” Damien added. 
“We collaborated with the 
client throughout to ensure race 
meetings were unaffected.”
Whatever your viewpoint, the new 
Bookies Enclosure is a real asset 
to the facility. “The extension 
required a new structural steel 
frame and multi-deck with a 
perimeter glass balustrade to 
form an external viewing deck 
overlooking both the Parade 
Ring and the Owners & Trainers. 
Internally, the area was finished 
to the highest standards, with 
intricate ceiling details and a new 
bar area which allows the stadium 
to facilitate increased corporate 
events with direct access to the 
racecourse.”
The stadium’s Owners and 
Trainers Suite, to be situated on 
the second floor, presented its 

own challenge. “A new steel frame 
had to be lifted and connected to 
the existing frame. This interior 
was then finished with a bar, dining 
space, and trophy cabinet, with 
increased areas of glazing to the 
elevations along with Rainscreen 
Terracotta Cladding.”
Although the individual 
components of the build appear 
relatively small, this was a complex 
overall project with a €800k 
budget. “With phased working, 
overtime considerations, decant 
arrangements, and specialist 
service shutdowns in keeping 
with stadium operations, it was 
essential to liaise closely with the 
client. We immediately formed a 
good working relationship with the 
Dundalk Stadium management, 
and were able to agree work 
processes early to ensure no 
disruption and the fulfilling of the 
events programme. 
“Each stage of the 26-week build 
was handed over to the client 

Killowen Contracts Ltd. 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry BT34 3QT
T: +44 (0)28 4175 3378 - E: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
www.killowencontarcts.co.uk
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Client: Dundalk Stadium

Architects: Hamilton 
Architects

Main Contractor: Killowen 
Contracts Ltd

Director: Damien McGivern

Structural Engineer: RPS 
Consulting

Mechanical & Electrical 
Contractor: Bennett 
Robertson Design

PROJECT TEAM...
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Glazing and curtain 
walling specialists Bann 
Architectural Systems 

Ltd were sub-contracted to 
work on the refurbishment of 
Dundalk Stadium, and punters 
will instantly notice the fruits of 
their labour. 
A feature of the ground floor 
extension to the Bookies 
Enclosure, and construction of a 
new Owners & Trainers Suite at 
second floor level, is the clever 
use of curtain walling.
“Curtain walling provides the 
opportunity to maximise the 
glazed areas, and to fill the space 
with natural light,” said Kyle 
Bowman from Bann Architectural 
Systems Ltd.

Bann Architectural Systems, 
based just off the A1 dual-
carriageway between Dromore 
and Banbridge, has already 
demonstrated the company’s 
professionalism and quality 
on domestic and commercial 

projects across the country.
“We were delighted to add 
the Dundalk Stadium to Bann 
Architectural Systems’ portfolio, 
and to have worked alongside 
the main contractor Killowen 
Contracts.”

BANN ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS LTD SHED NEW LIGHT ON DUNDALK 
STADIUM PROJECT…

GLAZING AND CURTAIN WALLING

Bann Architectural Systems Ltd, 81 Halfway Road, Banbridge BT32 4HB.
T: +44 (0)28 9269 8855 - E: kyle@bann-systems.co.uk

www.bannarchitectural.co.uk
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Hillside Interiors, specialists 
in high quality fitted 
furniture for more than 

three decades, brought a fresh, 
contemporary feel to the two 
new bars at Dundalk Stadium.
A prominent feature was 
the use of HI-MACS, a solid 
surface material made from a 
composition of acrylic, minerals, 
and natural pigments. 
“Combined they produce a 
smooth, non-porous, seamless 
surface,” said Director at 
Hillside Interiors, Harold 
Nicholson. “As well as looking 
great, this material meets 
the highest quality standards 
for performance, fabrication, 
functionality, and hygiene.”

High quality materials meet 
the highest standards of 
craftmanship, customer service 
and attention to detail - that’s 
the Hillside way.
“Hillside Interiors was delighted 
to work with main contractor 
Killowen Contracts and Hamilton 
Architects, and to have played 

HILLSIDE INTERIORS CREATE SOME PLEASING OPTICS AT THE DUNDALK 
STADIUM WITH TWO IMPRESSIVE NEW BARS

FITTED FURNITURE SPECIALISTS

our part in the extension and 
refurbishment at one of the 
north-east’s most popular sports 
and entertainment venues.”

T: 0+44 (0)28 417 63104
www.hillsideinteriors.co.uk

The task of erecting a new 
structural steel frame for 
the extension to Dundalk 

Stadium’s Bookies Enclosure was 
placed in the safe hands of James 
Alexander Engineering Ltd.
Established in 2010, the Kilkeel-
based firm are specialists in the 
design, fabrication, and erection 
of structural steelwork.
“On this contract the steel 
frame, with multi-deck and 
shear studding had to be 
erected between two existing 
buildings, making it slightly more 
challenging,” said a company 
spokesperson.
James Alexander Engineering 
Ltd was also involved in the 
construction and installation of 

a substantial 
free-standing 
totem 
sign along 
the main 
carriageway 
on the 
approach to 
the Dundalk 
Stadium.
“At James 
Alexander 
Engineering 
Ltd we were 
delighted to work alongside main 
contractor Killowen Contracts 
and Hamilton Architects on the 
extension and refurbishment. 
Despite the stadium remaining 
open during the works, the 

JAMES ALEXANDER ENGINEERING LTD - ALWAYS A SAFE BET…

STRUCTURAL STEELWORK

collaboration between architect, 
contractor, and management of 
the stadium meant we had full 
access and no disruptions.”
T: +44 (0)28 4176 4011
E: info@jaengineeringltd.com
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Safety at height is at the forefront 
of modern-day life on a building 
site and Ridgeway have a vast 

range of complementary products that 
offer the best value in solving work at 
height related issues. With engineering 
capabilities for design & the best 
trained teams of installers, Ridgeway 
can offer loading platforms, temporary 
edge protection & site access stairs. 
As the all-Ireland distributor for 
INSTANT UpRight, the world’s leading 
alloy tower manufacturer, our team 
will inspect your existing towers and 
access equipment and advise cost 
effective solutions to bring your 
kit up to spec. Whatever sector, 
whatever the task, if versatility and 
speed are central to your access 
problem, then the INSTANT range 
of modular tower components 
should be the first place you look.  
Our strategic partnership with 
Conquip has opened a vast range 
of new products to Ridgeway that 
align perfectly with our work at 
height capabilities. 
Conquip CantiDecks are a 
temporary loading platform that 
extend from a building structure 
to allow materials and equipment to 
be loaded in and out of the building 
safely. The CantiDeck system is the 
fastest loading bay for relocation and 
installation, with a high working load 
capacity to enable loading of a wide 
variety of materials. Onsite training 
enables site operatives to relocate the 
platforms safely and efficiently.
The Combisafe Steel Mesh Barrier 
system has been the forerunner in 
edge protection for two decades. 
Originally developed to offer an 
alternative safety system in the most 
challenging construction environments, 

it is now the most widely used name 
in formalised edge protection. 
With a vast array of different 
attachments Combisafe SMB can 
offer edge protection solutions for all 
requirements. 
Combisafe also supply the Safety Net 
Fan which is the latest innovation in 
high-rise fall protection and is ideally 
suited to compact inner-city locations 
where space is at a premium. This 
system provides collective protection 
from falling objects and ensures that 
potential hazards to the general public 
and site operatives are vastly reduced. 

Ridgeway have specialist trained and 
experienced Pro Rigger Squads who 
have extensive experience in the safe 
assembly, use and dismantling of a 
wide range of access systems.  
Our Access and Safety Store is now 
available online so don’t hesitate 
come and browse our wide range of 
site products and PPE.  Please visit 
www.accessandsafetystore.com for 
more information.   
Belfast: + 44 (0)28 9045 4599
Ashbourne: +353 (01) 802 7173
E: info@ridgeway-online.com 
www.ridgeway-online.com

OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS, RIDGEWAY HAVE LED THE WAY THROUGH INNOVATION FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN IRELAND BY INTRODUCING NEW PRODUCTS TO THE 
MARKET, STOCKING MARKET LEADING BRANDS SUCH AS INSTANT UPRIGHT, CONQUIP, 
AND COMBISAFE…

ACCESS SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORT

Innovation and best value - Ridgeway the 
“go to” destination for Work at Height

Conquip’s CantiDeck system is the fastest 
loading bay for relocation and installation.

“Our team will inspect 
your existing towers 
and access equipment 
and advise cost effective 
solutions to bring your 
kit up to spec.”



PROJECT

84 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

The impressive main reception on 
the ground floor is replicated on 
the first floor, with a feature steel 
frame atrium. This double-height 
glazed entrance enhances natural 
light and reduces artificial light 
dependency.
Designed to accommodate four 
separate clients, the first of two 
floor-plates measures 16,921 
square feet, the first floor a 
further 15,898 square feet, both 
wrapping around that central 
atrium. The building also houses 
two 8-person lifts and three 
perimeter reinforced concrete 
stairs with risers and services. 
The roof features 166x50 kVA PV 
(Photovoltaic) panels that convert 

The figures make for 
impressive reading. The 
new Industrial Development 

Authority (IDA) Ireland Advance 
Office Building is a facility just 
shy of 33,000 square feet, sat on 
a site encompassing 4.2 acres, 
and within the Sustainable Energy 
Zone, hub of Dundalk’s 2020 
initiative spearheaded by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI).
Aimed at providing high quality 
office accommodation to IDA 
clients, it is also part of the SEAI 
game-plan of stimulating a move 
towards sustainable energy 
practice, an ethos incorporated in 
the building itself. With plans for 

the €7m build only announced in 
April 2016, the challenge facing 
main contractor Felix O’Hare & Co 
Ltd was transforming a greenfield 
site into a state-of-the-art office 
space in what amounted to a 
relatively short time frame (work 
started July 16, 2018).
First established in 1944 and 
now an industry leader, it was 
a challenge the award-winning 
Newry-based company readily 
accepted. First up was excavation 
of the site at the Finnabair 
Industrial Park, off Dundalk’s Inner 
Relief Road, then pad and strip 
foundations, and on to a two-
storey fully-reinforced concrete 
frame and in-situ concrete floors. 

FELIX O’HARE & CO LTD COMPLETE €7M IDA BUILD IN DUNDALK’S 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ZONE...

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“A blank canvas for prospective tenants 
capable of supporting 100% expansion.”
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sunlight into electricity, fire-rated 
AOV roof lights, and plant rooms 
- complete with a walkway that 
takes you over a large attenuation 
tank.
Work on the building’s façade 
required substantial scaffolding, 
and features brick curtain walling, 
Kingspan louvred panels, and 
Profilit feature glass walls. The 
deep reveals were one of the 
more challenging design ideas 
to bring to fruition for van Dijk 
Architects Ltd, but provide one of 
the building’s distinctive features.
The interior is a shell and core 
base build with raised access 
flooring and full ceiling tiles. A 
blank canvas for prospective 
tenants capable of supporting 
100% expansion (subject 
to planning permission) the 
concrete floors have also been 
mechanically ground, honed, 
and polished. Add into the mix 

a ventilation system, meeting, 
communications, and data rooms, 
plus shower and toilet facilities. 
The exterior works include the 
creation of a new entrance for 
vehicles to serve the entire 
facility, 145 car park spaces, 52 
for bicycles, and appropriate 
landscaping with hedge and 
tree screen planting to the site 
boundaries. 

Over the past seven decades IDA 
Ireland has evolved into a key 
influencer in the development 
of the Irish economy, attracting 
invaluable Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI). This new high-
spec, purpose-built facility looks 
set to carry on that good work and 
provide an economic boost to the 
north east. Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd 
has more than played its part.

Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd, 88 Chancellors Road, Newry BT35 8NG, County Down
T: +44 (0)28 30261134 - E: admin@felixohare.co.uk
www.felixohare.co.uk

Client: Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Ireland

Architects: van Dijk Architects Ltd

Main Contractor: Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd

Contracts Manager: Barry Loughran

Quantity Surveyor: Turner & Townsend

Mechanical & Electrical Consultants: HOH Design Partnership Ltd

Structural & Civil Engineer: Waterman Moylan

PROJECT TEAM...

For their work on the 
Southern Regional College, 
Armagh Campus, Felix 
O’Hare & Co Ltd won UK 
Collaboration Project of 
the Year at last month’s 
Construction Computing 
Awards in London. This 
latest accolade is testament 
to the Dalux platform used 
to integrate team and 
project information, and 
of course the teamwork of 
those Felix O’Hare & Co 
Ltd employees involved.

AWARD-WINNING 
NEWRY COMPANY 
FELIX O’HARE & 
CO LTD ARE AT IT 
AGAIN...
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create a bespoke external cover 
cap solution within the system 
in order to meet the architect’s 
special design requirements. 
That collaboration, the ability to 
craft materials to meet a client’s 
needs, is a feature of such builds, 
and one of the keys to their 
success.
“We have a really good working 
relationship with architects like 
Van Dijk International and the 
main contractor at the IDA build 
in Dundalk Felix O’Hare & Co 
Ltd. As specialists in the design, 
manufacture, and installation of 
high performance architectural 
systems, McMullanO’Donnell 
has been fortunate to work on a 
diverse range of projects, from 
Dublin Airport to Down Leisure 
Centre, St Patrick’s Academy, 
Dungannon, to Craigavon Area 
Hospital. We are delighted to 
add the IDA Advance Office 
Building in Dundalk to our 
portfolio.”

One of the key features 
of the new IDA 
Advance Office Building 

in Dundalk is the welcome 
preponderance of natural light. 
For the office staff who will 
occupy this impressive space, it is 
certain to be viewed as one of the 
perks of the job.

The job of realising the 
architect’s vision in this regard 
fell to window and door 
specialists McMullanO’Donnell, 
from County Tyrone. The 
company utilised the APA TB50 
façade system, complimentary 
ST80 rebate doors, and triple 
glazing in order to achieve the 
required extreme performance 
U Value (window thermal 
transmittance).
“All the glazing was heat soaked 
in order to reduce the risk of 
nickel sulphide (NiS) inclusions 
in the glass,” explained Michael 
McMullan. “Ultimately, that 
enhances the performance of 
the glazing and reduces risk 
from spontaneous breakages, a 
challenge for toughened glass in 
today’s world.”
Although the APA façade 
system can achieve large spans 
and accommodate a variety 
of glazing specifications, 
McMullanO’Donnell did have to 

ROOMS WITH A VIEW THANKS TO AN ‘EXTREME PERFORMANCE’ FROM 
McMULLANO’DONNELL ...

WINDOW AND DOOR INSTALLATION

McMullanO’Donnell. Benburb Head Office. 101, Drumflugh Road, 
Benburb BT71 7LF. T: +44 (0)28 3754 8791 - E: info@mcmullanodonnell.com

www.mcmullanodonnell.com
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Estate, Tandragee Roofing 
Company utilized the extensive 
external scaffolding constructed 
by main contractor Felix O’Hare 
& Co Ltd to fit lourve cladding by 
specialist Kingspan.  

The award-winning 
Tandragee Roofing 
Company was the natural 

choice as a sub-contractor for 
the new IDA Advance Building in 
Dundalk.
A member of the National 
Federation of Roofing Contractors 
with four decades of practical 
experience, they employed 
products from Bauder, an industry 
leader in flat roof waterproofing 
systems and energy efficiency.
Ideal for ‘green’ roof works, the 
Bauder system is tough, with a 
membrane that is particularly 
resistant to impact and tearing. 
“We also used the Bauder single 
ply membrane [which meets the 
UK Building Regulations Part B for 
External Fire Protection] on the 

balconies,” said David Laverty, 
Managing Director of Tandragee 
Roofing Company. 
In addition to installation of 
the roof on this new build at 
Dundalk’s Finnibair Industrial 

TANDRAGEE ROOFING COMPANY SCALE THE HEIGHTS AT NEW IDA 
ADVANCE BUILDING

ROOFING AND CLADDING

Tandragee Roofing Company, Mullahead Road, Tandragee BT62 2LD
T: +44 (0)28 3884 0576
E: tandrageeroofing@aol.com
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T: +353 (0) 1 612 0083
E: info@phoenixmechanical.ie
www.phoenixmechanical.ie

T: +44 (0) 28 9751 1105
E: at@rwp-irl.com

Fittingly for a new build 
situated in Dundalk’s 
Sustainable Energy Zone, the 

shell and core works by Dublin 
company Phoenix Mechanical Ltd 
were fundamentally eco-friendly.
Compact and high-powered 
LPHW [Low Pressure Hot Water] 
boilers from Remeha’s Quinta 
Range serve air-handling units 
and metered provision for each 
floor of the IDA Advance Building 
- designed with future fit outs in 
mind. 
“The landlord areas are also 
served by fan coil units from the 
LPHW, and that supply and return 
air ductwork tempered from 
air-handling units has been run 

The IDA Ireland’s new 
€7m Advance Building 
in Dundalk benefits from 

a ‘green’ gravity roof drainage 
system, along with a siphonic 
drainage system, that is far 
superior to traditional methods.
The siphonic high-velocity 
drainage system installed 
by specialists RWP (IRL) Ltd 
requires fewer outlets and 
roof penetrations, smaller pipe 
diameters, and horizontal pipe 
runs with no drop required.
“At first glance it might appear 
a relatively simple concept, but 
there is a lot science behind 
siphonic drainage,” said RWP 
(IRL) Ltd’s Managing Director, 

throughout the floor spaces, 
with metered provision on each 
floor,” said Phoenix’s Director 
Gary Brennan. “Chilled water 
is served by two chillers on the 
roof.
“Domestic water services are 
supplied by a cold water storage 
tank and Grundfos booster 
pump, as does the greywater. 
The domestic water also has an 
LPHW coil, an immersion, and 
solar panels. The entire system 
is managed through Cylon 
intelligent control.”
Phoenix Mechanical Ltd, a 
relatively young company, can 
now add the IDA’s Advance 
Building to an impressive 

Alan Turner. “It’s important to 
be involved in the early stages 
of the project and sitting down 
to plan with the design team 
can save the main contractor a 
lot of time with underground 
drainage systems, as siphonic 
systems use fewer down 
pipes.”
Designed to work even at 
the height of a rainstorm, 
this system differs from the 
conventional. When the piping 
is completely charged with 
rainwater a special baffle that 
acts as an anti-vortex vane, 
draws the water, but not air. 
“The result is that rainwater is 
syphoned from the roof at high 

PHOENIX MECHANICAL LTD INSTALL HIGH-
PERFORMANCE, ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY 
SYSTEM...

RWP (IRL) LTD FIT AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY AND HIGHLY EFFICIENT ROOF 
DRAINAGE SYSTEM…

MECHANICAL SERVICES

SIPHONIC & GRAVITY ROOF DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
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portfolio of work that also 
includes projects at Trinity 
College, Dublin, the DCU Alpha 
Building, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

speeds. It also requires less work, 
fewer materials, reduces costs…
and the carbon footprint.”
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Leading construction connector 
manufacturer Simpson Strong-
Tie has released its all-new 2020 

catalogue, a comprehensive product 
guide which showcases the company’s 
most recent innovations and product 
line extensions.
Designed to make it simpler for 
builders, engineers and architects 
to select the right product for their 
requirements, the catalogue boasts 
Simpsons’ widest range of products 
to date. Alongside the UK’s largest 
collection of connectors for timber and 
masonry construction, numerous new 
products including the GPC, Gable 
Panel Connector are featured in the 
catalogue which solves the problem 
of the connection detail between the 
masonry wall, the wall plate and the 

bottom rail of the gable panel.
Also new for 2020 are a high 
movement timber frame tie, 
an adjustable mini hanger, 
purlin anchor, twisted 
restraint strap and a 4mm 
reinforced angle bracket. To 
simplify product specification, 
the catalogue contains 
comprehensive technical data, 
performance characteristics 
and safe working loads, as 
well as easy-to-follow installation 
instructions.
Managing Director, Malcolm Paulson 
explains, “It’s been a busy time for 
Simpson Strong-Tie, we’ve really 
pushed the boat out to increase our 
core product range, engineered to 
stand the test of time. With our new 

enhanced product lines, along with our 
rapid made-to-order service, we really 
can say that if we don’t have it – you 
don’t need it.”
The new catalogue is now available 
in print on request, and online in 
the Resources / Literature section at 
www.strongtie.co.uk.

SIMPSON STRONG-TIE INTRODUCES ITS NEW CATALOGUE OF CONNECTORS FOR 
TIMBER AND MASONRY CONSTRUCTION...

CONNECTORS

The right solutions from Simpson Strong-Tie
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TRADE EVENT
BELFAST

MODERN METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION AND INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING PROFESSIONALS

STANDS NOW RELEASED

WED 9 SEPT 2020 • 4PM - 9PM
 THURS 10 SEPT 2020 • 9:30AM - 4PM

EIKON EXHIBITION CENTRE, BALMORAL PARK, SPRUCEFIELD

PART OF

INDUSTRY TRADE SHOW SPECIALISTS

EX
BUILDEX • ELECTEX • PLUMBEX
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BUILDEX offers a space for 
exhibitors that is both social and 
professional, to offer one on one 

engagement with your customers and 
other industry leaders to develop those 
key relationships that facilitate your 
business successes. BUILDEX Belfast 
is the perfect environment for industry 
professionals to promote new products, 
reconnect with the industry and 
explore new business opportunities. 
Representatives from all trades will be 
there, including: building contractors, 
structural and civil engineers, sub-
contractors, developers, consultant 
engineers, specifiers, architects, 
consultant designers, quantity 
and chartered surveyors, builders’ 
merchants, fit-out contractors and 
procurement specialists. BUILDEX also 
attracts facility and estate managers 
from the following sectors: agri-food, 
ecclesiastical, education, health, leisure, 
manufacturing, social housing and local 
councils; all waiting to meet you and 
see what your business offers.
Trade show exhibitions are a valuable 
investment for your business, whether 

a small start-up or conglomerate; face 
to face interaction is more critical 
than ever in the digital age, and will 
ensure you stand out amongst your 
competition. This is your opportunity 
to come and demonstrate to potential 
customers how your products and 
systems are the modern solutions they 
have been looking for.

BUILDEX 2020
BUILDEX 2020 will take place 9/10 
September at the Eikon Exhibition 
Centre, home of the Balmoral Show. 
Aiming to build on the success of 
2018, BUILDEX will see thousands 
of professionals come through the 
doors to learn more about modern 
methods of construction and innovative 
products to building contractors and 
professionals.
As part of BEPEX 2020, the event is also 
home to ELECTEX and PLUMBEX, with 
representatives from all industries within 
the same area – a fantastic opportunity 
to network across multiple trades and 
compile the most reputable names in 
the industry for your next project. 

At the event, there will be other 
exhibitors from every corner of the 
industry, all displaying and providing 
information on the newest products 
and materials, modern solutions and 
good practices for lean construction, 
sustainable systems, time saving 
services and more.   There will also be 
seminars from industry experts and 
leaders on the latest innovations and 
legislations. Come share your passion 
for your trade and industry with other 
professionals, who are all as invested 
as you are! 

To book your stand, contact 
Karen Jess ASAP to secure your 
place, please email
karenj@kmpltd.co.uk 
T: 028 9261 2990
www.bepex.co.uk

BOOK YOUR STAND FOR ONE OF THE PROVINCE’S TOP TRADE EVENTS...

BUILDEX set to return to Eikon Centre

Book your stand...

TRADE EVENT
BELFAST




